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AS OTHERS SEE US. 


Resolution passed at meetings of seafaring 
men in London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Car- 
diff, Hull, Sunderland, Dundee, Shields, 
and other gorts :— This meeting pledges 
itself to support SEAFARING.” 

Ship Masters’ and Certificated Officers’ Union.- 
“ Having the largest circulation in the 
world of any paper connected with ship- 
ping, SEAFARING is the best medium for 
advertising the wants of seafaring men.” 

Morning Advertiser.—“ Ably and smartly 
written.” 

Daily Chrenicle.—“ An ably conducted and 
interesting paper.” 

Reynolds's Weekly Newspaper.— A bright 
little paper.” 

Literary World.—* Will be appreciated by 
all who go down to the sea in ships.” 

Coast Seamen’s Union (San Francisco).— 
“ Delightful and interesting, and a worthy 
champion of the sailors’ cause.” 

Star.—“* What sailors are interested in, and 
need to know, is culled from all quarters.” 

Liverpool Daily Post.—“ Fast winning a fore- 
most place under the title of SzaraRina. 
Most popular with seafaring people.” 

Liverpool Mercwry.— In every way suitable 
for the purpose it hasin view. The variety 
of matter with which it is replete,and the in- 
formation which it contains, justify its claim 
to be ‘the organ of the seafaring class.’” 

Liverpool Echo.—“ There is plenty of work 
for this journal with its nominal price and 
multiform attractions.” 

The People.—“ It will be useful to those 
in whose behalf it has been started.” 

The Democrat.—“ Did useful work.” 

Seaboard (New York).—* Bears that 
peculiar, indescribable air that most news- 
paper men recognise as a warranty of long 
life and prosperity.” 

Weekly  Budget.—“ A career 
prosperity and usefulness.” 
Tonbridge Free Press.— Interesting to 

everybody.” 

Mercantile Marine Service Association Repor- 
ter.—* A genuine ring about the articles, 
which are written in true sailor style.” 

Scottish Leader.— Its sails are already 
filled with a favouring breeze.” 

Southampton Observer.— Advocates the in- 
terests of seagoing folk with zeal and 
ability.” 

Western Daily Press.—“ It is well conducted, 
and is full of original matter.” 

Eastern Daily Press—‘ Something in its 
columns to suit even gentlemen of England 
who stay at home at ease.” 

Hampstead and Highgate Express.— No 
reason why this message to and from the 
sea should not become one of the most 
influential organs.” 

Hampshire Independent.—‘*W ell conducted.” 

Cork Examiner.— Promises to be one of 
the most valuable of the class papers,” 


of much 





THE SAILORS’ AND FIREMENS’ 
UNION. 


LONDON BRANCHES. 


The delegates from Tidal Basin, Tower Hill, 
and Green’s Home have returned from the Con- 
gress at Cardiff, and their reports of the proceed- 
ings there were listened to with much interest and 


yleasure at the success of the gathering. Mr. 
Valsh, who was also at the Congress, has got 


back to his own work again. It is proposed that 
a contingent of sailors shall take part in the Lord 
Mayor's procession next month. 


The usual weekly meeting of the members of 
the Green’s Home branch was held in the mission- 
hall, 250, East India-road, Mr. A. Mercer presid- 
ing, October 10. It was reported that 11 firemen 
who had been engaged on the ss. Port Victor had 
demanded 5s. for two hours’ overtime, while 
the Union figure was 9d. per hour. Mr. John 
Foster moved, Mr. Haggarthy seconded, and it 
was unanimously agreed, that these men be 
severely censured. On the motion of Mr. Wykes, 
seconded by Mr. Haggarthy, it was resolved that 
a deputation of officers should wait on the ship- 
ping master of Wells-street Home, with the view 
of putting an end to the objectionable way in 
which he is employing men for vessels, to blind 
ofticials of the Union. Mr. Christie moved that 
every man before signing should see that the 
carpenter gets the Union wages. This was 
seconded by Mr. Newman, andcarried unanimously. 
Mr. Curly moved, and Mr. Hedges seconded, 
that no carpenter on board any vessel be allowed 
to take charge of a donkey boiler. This resolu- 
tion was adopted. Mr. Leverett moved, and Mr. 
Williamson seconded, that no Union men be 
permitted to work with any man unless he pro- 
duces his Union card, and that a delegate be 
appointed to see that each member, on going into 
the shipping office, has his card in his possession, 
and not to sign with any one failing to shew his 
card. This was agreed to. The next business was 
the question of the secretary’s salary. Mr. John 
Foster moved that Mr. Clark’s salary should be 
at once raised from 30s. to £2 per week. Mz. 
Foster said that in proposing this resolution he 
was only acting on the great principle of the 
trades union—a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s 
work. ‘We have had,” he continued, ‘‘ during 
the late strike a fair sample of the work of our 
excellent secretary, Mr. T. H. Clark. In my 
opinion—and I think you will agree with me— 
we could not have had a more fair, upright, and 
energetic man for the post of secretary 
than the gentleman who now holds that posi- 
tion. (Hear, hear.) The men of the Tidal Basin 
yay their secretary 37s. per week, and the Tower 
Hill branch £2. Are the men of Green’s Home 
branch—the strongest branch in the London 
distriet—to remain in the position of third and 
last, contenting themselves with giving their 
secretary only 30s? I say no. I ask you one 
and all how long will you allow this state of 
things to continue? The man himself, with a 
spirit which does him credit, has, I beg 
you to understand, never hinted at the 
matter, satisfied to wait until the branch 
can see its way to put him on a 
footing of equality with his brother secretaries in 
London. I kold that the time has come when 
we can place him in the erie to which his 
merits have long ago entitled him.” mem 
The resolution was seconded by Mr. John Hag- 
garthy,and at once unanimously agreed to. It may 
be mentioned that the Green’s Home branch has 
now a membership of 1,780 fully = up members, 
besides, we hear, over 3,000 partly paid. 





LIVERPOOL BRANCHES. 


A correspondent writes: ‘‘ When at Cardiff, at 
the conference, Mr. Plimsoll shewed a photo of 
the ss. Springhill, which was considered by all 
assembled to be overloaded with a deck cargo. 
Well, sir, on my arrival in Liverpool one of our 
members came forward, Andrew Duncan by 
name, and told me; I was a member of the 
crew of the Springhill, and when off the 
Isle of Wight all hands were called up from below . 
to throw overboard part of the deck cargo which 
we did, one tier forward and two aft, so that when 
Mr. Plimsoll secured a photo of the ship it was 
after a great amount ms cargo had been thrown 
overboard, and when we arrived in Bridgwater a 
protest was signed, but instead of one of the crew 
taking part in signing the protest it was signed by 
the officers entirely without any member of the 
crew being present, and I wish to know if such 
proceedings are legal, and if not I am prepared to 
prove that such was the case.” 

With reference to a remark which recently 
appeared in our columns that the late Executive 
having been opposed to the recent strike while 
the Liverpool men were anxious to strike, and 
that as Liverpool was one of the places where the 
strike did not entirely succeed, the Executive 

roved right and the Liverpool men wrong, Mr. 
Nicholson and Liverpool members assert that had 
the rise they asked for been adhered to instead of 
a larger sum being demanded,all would have been 
well, so they were not wrong. 


GLASGOW BRANCH. 


The Glasgow Sailors’ Home superintendent, 
Mr. William H. Dewar, has arranged for a series 
of evening concerts, the first of which was given 
on Wednesday, October 9. The chair was taken 
by Mr. D. S. Mitchell, who briefly referred to the 
last season, when these concerts were conducted 
by the late Mr. Dewar, and the good that 
was done through providing such  enter- 
tainments for the seamen of Glasgow ; and 
he was glad to see that the son was going to 
follow in the footsteps of his father, who was 
highly respected and esteemed by all who knew 
him. And from the way the Home was now being 
conducted he felt sure that the young superin- 
tendent had the best wishes of all with 
whom he was brought into contact, and 
whose energy and attention to the affairs 
of the home and the social and moral welfare of 
the seamen were highly appreciated. The follow- 
ing interesting programme was then proceeded 
with :—‘‘ Phe Skipper,” by Mr. Gideon Duncan ; 
‘The Sailor’s Knot,” by Miss Struthers ; comic 
song, ‘‘Tam and Jeanie at the Exhibition,” by 
Mr. J. Houston ; song, “‘ At the Ferry,” by Miss 
Murray; concertina selections by Mr. McStra- 
vick ; song, ‘‘ Crook and Plaid,” by Miss Thom- 
son. The same artistes gave other songs in the 
second part of the programme, and a most enjoy- 
able evening was brought to a close by the com- 
pany singing ‘‘ Rule Britannia.” 

We have received the following :—I am sorry 
to be compelled to take a position of criticism 
against any of your correspondents, as I feel 
assured that we are all steering for the one port, 
but I fear that some of us,probably through being 
wronged in the past by someone, are carried away 
by our strong feelings against all who bear the 
same name, or are engaged in the same class of 
business. In your issue of last week I find one of 
your correspondents has been firing heavy broad- 
sides indisereetly against all boarding masters, 
but I wish to remind him that there are boarding 
masters and boarding masters, as in al 
other classes of business. and in justice 
to those who support the Union and advertise 
in SEAFARING, r feel compelled to speak, 
especially those of Glasgow, and to speak other- 
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wise would be an insult to your humble servant, 
who has recommended them, for there is no truer 
friend to our cause than Messrs. Bracken and 
McInnis, of Glasgow, whose houses are all that 
can be desired, where cleanliness exists, and 
where kindliness and attention is shewn, and they 
should be patronised by all Union men, as they 
have rendered yeoman duty and assistance to us 
here when it would have been to their advantage 
to act otherwise, and for which I am grateful. In 
justice to them please insert, and oblige yours 
faithfully, M. E. DARBY, secretary, Glasgow. _ 

We have once more resumed the even tenour of 
our way. Weare sailing along splendidly, every- 
thing flourishing again. It was not without a 
great struggle, however, that we regained our 
former position. The Anchor and Allan Lines 
have been doing their best to destroy our organisa- 
tion by causing their articles to be signed on 
board their respective vessels, and thus drawing 
our members away from the sheltering wing of 
our office, which is situated right opposite the 
Shipping Office. At one of our meetings some 
time ago a resolution was passed asking all 
members to desist from signing on board. It 
could not be carried into effect then as we were 
just emerging out of our late struggle, and 
so many “‘scabs” being about our men had to 
sign on board to root out these ‘‘scabs.” 
At a recent meeting this motion was received and 
circulars issued to all members present calling on 
them to no longer sign on board but to demand 
to be taken to the shipping office, the motion to 
come into force Friday, September 27. The effect 
of the issuing of theeirculars has been a signal 
victory for our Branch, inasmuch as three ocean 
liners, the Furnessiaand Belgraviass. of the Anchor 
Line, and the ss. Corean, Allan Line, had all pre- 
parations made for signing on board, when our 
delegates put in their appearance, with the result 
that the crews had to be taken to the shipping 
office, and by so doing we have been able to 
capture two of our members who have been con- 
firmed “* scabs,” James Magill and John Green, 
quarter-masters, during the whole of our late 
struggle. They being reported it was decided at 
a committee meeting to expel them from our 
branch. Wages steady and great demand for 
hands. 


PORT GLASGOW BRANCH. 


At arecent meeting of this branch it was re- 
orted that the subscription sheet on behalt of Mrs. 
ochertz was well patronised. 


NORTH AND SOUTH SHIELDS 
BRANCHES. 


At the weekly meeting, October 8, Mr. Blan- 
ford acted as chairman pro tem. Mr. Arnold 
and Mr. Vermant were elected as delegates to the 
Trades Council pro tem., in room of Mr. Longin 
and Mr. Cowie, who were at Cardiff, members of 
the Executive Council. The secretary announced 
that James Carling, aged 31, fireman, belonging 
to Birkenhead, and a member of the Cardiff 
branch, had died suddenly in poor circum- 
stances, and was to be buried as a pauper. 
Although he hadn’t complied with the rules of 
the Union in neglecting to pay contributions, 
yet as a matter of sympathy, but not of duty, 
the secretary had arranged for his funeral, 
subject to the approval of the members, 
which they endorsed. With the kind permission 
of the commander of H.M.S. Castor the members 
of the South Shields Branch that were on drill at 
the time were allowed to attend his funeral—nine 
in number—in their uniform. On Wednesday, at 
the appointed time, members and secretary of 
South Shields Branch saw the deceased before 
screwing down the coffin. All being ready, four 
naval reserve men, in uniform, carried the coffin, 
shoulder high, followed by members and friends, 
a distance ofa mile and a half to Westoe Ceme- 
tery, the reserve menrelieving eachother alongthe 
route. At the grave-side, there being no clergy- 
man, the secretary officiated. After the coffin was 
lowered into the grave, the secretary said : Some 
might say we ought to have a clergyman, but we 
didn’t know to what denomination he belonged, 
so we thought that a few honest words spoken by 
us would have as much effect as those uttered by 
the clergy. And again, some might object to our 
flag, but what has the Union Jack done for our 
Seamen, especially the Royal Naval Reserve? It 
has starved their families and allowed foreigners 
to take their place, and we know of no other flag 
more fitting than our own which he came under 
of his own accord as a true Trades Unionist. 
Now that we have done all that we 
can for the dead, let us try and do as much good 
as we can for those that are left. Here the secre- 
tary asked Mr. Mansell, secretary of the New- 
castle Branch, to say a few words, which he did. 
Shipmates, and brother seamen and friends, he 
said, I can say little more than what has been said, 





that no more fitting funeral could be given to any 
Trades Unionist, and that God will hear us in our 
humble way this afternoon, and hope that he will 
sleep as sound in his resting-place as if he had the 
full rating of the Church. Here Mr. Watts, his 
boarding master, thanked the members of the 
branch for the honest way they had conducted 
the funeral. Then the members wended their 
way home, knowing they had done all they could 
for a brother member. Friends of the deceased 
wishing any further information about his clothing 
and belongings write to the secretary of the South 
Shields branch of the National Amalgamated 
Seamen and Firemen’s Union, Mill Dam, South 
Shields. 

At North Shields Police-court, John Smith 
has been summoned at the instance of the Board 
of Trade with having assaulted one of their 
officers, John Nash Gay.—Mr. F. W. Dendy 
appeared on behalf of the Board of Trade and 
Mr. Jacks, of South Shields, for the defence. 
—From the opening statement of Mr. Dendy, it 
appeared that the case was a dispute between 
Union men and non-Union men, but the Board of 
Trade only prosecuted where their own officer 
was concerned. It appeared that the Carpathian 
was lying in the Albert Edward Dock, 
and a number of men signed articles to 
goon board. Mr. Stansfield, deputy superinten- 
dent of the Mercantile Marine Office, asked Gay 
to take the men to the ship. On the way the men 
who were to goon board were followed by Union 
men. Gay saw one of the men go up to aman in 
his charge, named Hansen, and strike him a 
violent blow on the head. Gay thereupon took 
the man who was named Wilson into custody. 
Wilson resisted and Smith then came up and 
took hold of Gay by the arm and asked him 
what he was doing with that man. Gay replied 
he had power to take him into custody, where- 
upon Smith took hold of Wilson and tried to get 
him away. The summons was for assaulting and 
resisting Gay while in the execution of his duty. 
—The defence was a denial of the charge.—Evi- 
dence having been called on both sides, the Bench 
said they dismissed the case, but they thought it 
necessary to caution the men against interfering 
with the Board of Trade officers. 

Mr. John Smith, North Shields, and Mr. 
George Cowie, South Shields, officials of the 
Union, were also charged, on the information of 
the Board of Trade messenger, with intimidating 
a seaman named Hansen, and following him 
about from place to place with a view of prevent- 
ing him from carrying out his agreement to serve 
in the ship Carpathian.—Mr. Dendy, who ap- 
peared for the Board of Trade, intimated that he 
was instructed to withdraw these summonses, as 
the Board did not wish to interfere between Union 
and non-Union men. Which means, we presume, 
that the Board discountenances officiousness on 
the part of its subordinates. There was a good 
defence on the merits and in law, as the sum- 
monses were issued under the Conspiracy and 
Protection of Property Act, 1875, which only ap- 
plies to shoremen, seamen being expressly ex- 
cluded by section 16 of the Act. 


LEITH BRANCH. 


At the meeting of this branch on October 8, 
in the absence of the chairman, who was attend- 
ing the annual meeting at Cardiff, the vice- 
chairman presided. The Secretary intimated that 
he had been engaged all Saturday night having 
the books, vouchers, &c., audited by the Trades’ 
Council auditors,and who, he was glad to say, 
had certified the same to be correct. The financial 
statement being submitted, it was handed to the 
members, Several questions were asked regard- 
ing various items, which were satisfactorily ex- 
plained and receipts produced by the secretary. 
After having been thoroughly examined by the 
members, the chairman put it to the members 
to be adopted as satisfactory. Bro. Sutherland 
moved that we adopt the quarterly finan- 
cial report as being satisfactory after hear- 
ing all the items thoroughly explained. 
Bro. Bew’s seconded, and the report was agreed 
to.—The Secretary (Mr. R. Smith) pointed out 
that no doubt the expenses for the quarter seemed 
large, but one reason, and a very heavy one, was 
that after the last quarter’s report one week’s 
strike relief had been paid, which amounted to 
£36 4s, Not a bad sum for the last payment, 
the first week being £69 Os. 6d., the following 
£94 13s. 6d ; total cash distributed £199 18s., and 
of course the last payment came into this quarter. 
But he was proud to say that against that the 
income for the past quarter, despite the lock-out 
of seamen which existed for some time, had 
amounted to the magnificent sum of nearly £130— 
(applause)—which ought itself to encourage those 
members who have turned their backs on the 
Union after having secured the advance of 2s.6d., 
which the Union had the honour of procuring 





them, but he was glad to state that these members 
could all be counted as they were but few, and he 
hoped that they would soon come to realise the 
need of returning to the fold. He (the secretary) 
was glad to state that a few of them had been up 
no laterthan this week and had paid sums of 
arrears varying from 10s., which proved that they 
can see some good results about to be derived from 
the National Union. He also stated he had 
enrolled on an average three new members every 
day this two or three weeks, and he urged on the 
members to assist him in bringing the wanderers 
back to their anchorage in Unity-Bay. All the 
business being finished, a proposal to spend the 
last half hour in harmony was agreed to, and 
several songs were given by the members, who 
were loudly applauded. Before closing the 
secretary urgedthe members to go in for the 
work of selling the tickets for the forthcoming 
soiree with all their might, as they were deter. 
mined that the first annual soiree should meet 
with suecess. A vote of thanks to the singers and 
to the secretary concluded a very enjoyable 
meeting. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH. 


At the general meeting, Uctober 14th, held at 
Lockhart’s, Side, Mr. Randall presided. Corres- 
pondence was read from Cardiff, on which the 
secretary spoke, and explained certain passages 
referred to. Mr. Nicholson complained that there 
were many complaints as to members not turning 
up in time to get to business, and he hoped to see 
more present at the hour appointed next time 
he attended the meeting. The secretary, 
Mr. Mansell, said that the whole crew 
of the Warkworth had been summoned 
for refusing to proceed to’sea with a non-Union 
steward. He was glad to say that on points 
submitted by Mr. Jack’s solicitor, the Union had 
succeeded in getting the summonses dismissed, 
but without costs. The manager for the company 
had refused to allow the men to go back in the 
ship, but he (Mr. Mansell) went to the owner's 
office, stated the case to the principals, Mr. W, 
D. Stephens and Mr. Welford, and by so doing he 
had succeeded in having the crew reinstated, but 
the greatest victory was that in the event 
of a future dispute they were to send 
for Mr. Mansell to try to settle the 
dispute amicably. Mr. Mansell wished to im- 
press upon all members that they were not acting 
in conformance with the rules of the N. A. S. and 
F. Union by refusing to proceed to sea at the 
hour of sailing, and the Union would not stand 
by any member who so committed himself. He 
hoped all members would carefully think of what 
he said. It was only expense to the Union 
through the members not properly understanding 
the rules. He wished for permission to 
supply each master and some of _ the 
owners with a copy of the rules, also 
that the law costs be endorsed. In conclusion 
he hoped that no member would be the cause of a 
ship being delayed unless he had given the notice 
required by law. (Applause.)—Mr. William 
Nicholson spoke as to the formation of the New- 
castle Branch. He said Mr. Mansell had come 
amongst them as a siranger, no one in Newcastle 
knowing who he was. He had done what no New- 
castle man would or could do. He had fought 
for them against great odds and the least they 
could do was to recognise the fact. He for one 
knew that there was not a public man or even a 
sailor, fireman, or labourer in Newcastle that did 
not know and respect Mr. Mansell. He therefore 
proposed that his salary be £2 per week. (Hear, 
hear.)—Mr. R. Palmer, in seconding, said that he 
had seen through SEAFARING that some branches 
had even made large presents to their secretaries, 
but he was sure none were more deserving than 
Mr. Mansell. He had great pleasure in seconding 
even if they had to pay a levy todo so. (Hear, 
hear.)—Mr. Mansell objected to the branch 
taking any action on this matter until he had 
communicated with the General Secretary and 
Executive Council, but Mr. Mansell was over- 
ruled, and the motion was put and carried amid 
applause.—On the motion of Mr. Rising the law 
costs were endorsed. 

At the general meeting held at Lockhart’s 
October 7, Mr. Randall was voted to the chair. 
The secretary read the minutes of the previous 
meeting, which, on the motion of Mr. Hatley, 
seconded by Mr. Timlin, were unanimously 
adopted. Correspondence having been read, 
complaints were laid by Mr. Anderson as to 
labourers who work on quay-side shifting 
vessels at s¢ much per hour. He had heard the 
barque Grassmere had been shifted trom the 
wharf to the buoys at the rate stated. He 
should like to hear the secretary’s opinion on the 
matter.—The Chairman said that he thought the 
secretary would be the best to plainly explain how 
matters stood. Hecalled upon Mr, Mansell, who 
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said this was a question that had many times 
cropped up. He had no jurisdiction or power 
over the labourers, and mary times he had looked 
for sailors to shift some vessels lying at quayside, 
and could not find any todo so. The ship had to 
be shifted by someone, therefore labourers had 
been employed, he (the speaker) believed ata 
tide’s work, or otherwise. They had received 
9s. 6d. for shifting the above vessel. If he was 
instructed he would communicate with the 
Labourers’ Union, and state that if labourers 
were employed they should receive a tide’s work 
for shifting any ship, and ke was sure that the 
labourers would not work for less than the regular 
money. However, he would do his best in the 
matter.—Mr. McGuire proposed, Mr. Anderson 
seconded, and Mr. Robinson supported, that the 
secretary do as he thought best in the matter 
which was carried unanimously. Mr. Mansell 
complained that men were continually signing in 
ships, ané afterwards finding out there were non- 
Union men on board, they would not proceed to 
sea in the vessel, thereby causing the ship t be 
delayed. He strongly urged upon every member 
to go to sea in every ship they signed in, whether 
with Unioa or non-Union men, and advised every 
one to see that each man produced his card before 
signing articles. By so doing they could see if all 
were Union men, and prevent a great many 
disputes. He hoped every member would remem- 
ber this. Eight sailors and 16 firemen were 
reported unemployed. A vote of thanks concluded 
the meeting. 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH. 


This branch held their weekly meeting, October 
14, Mr. F., Hines in the chair. There was a 
crowded meeting ; a number of new members were 
enrolled. The secretary reported the case of a 
ship which came up to sign which was going to 
London, from thence to the United States. Find- 
ing that the wages for going to that part were £5 
a month for sailors and firemen, the captain did his 
best to get men to sign for £4 10s., saying it was 
coasting wages, and succeeded in getting several 
sailors by such representation ; but the secretary 
told them to go and give their notice in at once. 
The result was that the captain came to the 
shipping offic the next day and offered to pay the 
remainder £5 per month, but every man refused to 
sign until every man received the £5, and 
that thecooks, stewards, carpenters, and boatswain 
got Union rates. He was compelled to change 
the articles and pay every man the Union rate of 
wages. This branch and every other branch on 
the north-east coast are now in communication 
with each by telephone, and each secretary can 
talk with one another at a moment’s notice, and 
report any ship which might be trying to obtain 
a crew in the time of a dispute. The delegates, 
Messrs. Nelson Lax and Joseph Budd, who were at 
the Congress at Cardiff, gave their report of the work 
which was done there,and which was very encour- 
aging. The best thanks of the meeting were 
accorded to the delegates. There were five 
members fined 10s.eachfor failing tojoin theirships 
after signing articles, and another member was 
fined £3 for not complying with rules of the 
Union. Mr. J. H. Wilson was also present, and 
addressed the meeting; at length. 

At the usual weekly meeting, October 7, there 
was a good attendance of members, Mr. F. Hines 
in the chair. The secretary reported 30 new 
members for the week ; also that all the weekly 
boats trading out of the port had now received the 
advanced rate of wages without bringing 
a single man out of any of the boats, 
whieh was vety satisfactory. The advance 
affected about 700 men and about 70 
steamers trading out of the port. Correspondence 
was read from Mr. R. M. Hudson, complaining of 
the conduct of three firemen who had failed to join 
their ship, thereby detaining the vessel one tide. 
The members expressed great indignation at such 
conduct, and also expressed their intentions of 
| eng, such practice down, for not only does it 

ring disgrace upon themselves, but upon the 
Union. The se2retary also reported that the banner 
had been placed in the hands of the maker to be 
proceeded with forthwith. A member complained 
of the incompetent cooks which were going to sea, 
and also said that the food on board of the ship 
was a very important item. A good many mem- 
bers made the same complaint. It was decided 
that any cook who failed to do his duty be 
reported to the Union for them to deal with. 


SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH. 


A series of weekly smoking concerts has been 
started in connection with this branch, to be held 
each Monday evening at 8 o’clock. Last Monday 
was the first of these, when a goodly number of 
our “sons of the sea” assembled to receive the 
overtures of friendly kindness extended to them 
by the enthusiasts in the cause, foremost among 





whom must we mention Mr. James Lumby, 
who recited ‘‘ Should auld acquaintance 
be forgot in the days of Auld Lang 
Syne,” after which, in the exuberance of his 
good fellowship, he invited everybody present to 
** Aljourn for a drink,” receiving rapturous ap- 
plause for his admirable delivery of the time- 
honoured theme. Mr. Fasham then delivered an 
animated and humorous speech. It was a pleasant 
experience to see so many of our toilworn,seaworn 
sailors enjoying for the moment their well-earned 
ease, in dulct fur nienti, smoking the “ calumet ” 
of peace, and thankfully participating in the 
pleasures provided for them. 

On October 13, President Mr. Edward Arnold 
being unavoidably absent, Mr. William Sprague 
was installed as chairman. A goodly number of 
members were present. The delegate returned 
from Cardiff conveyed to Mr. Fred Shears the 
kind remembrances and respectful compliments 
of the General Secretary, Mr. Joseph Havelock 
Wilson, to Mrs. Shears and her daughter, ‘‘ The 
Fair Lily,” who so gracefully performed her part 
in presenting the bouquet to Mrs. Lemon at the 
Netley Féte. Mr. Tizard then raad secretary’s 
letter to him respecting the wages of seamen and 
firemen, also relating to the relief of shipwrecked 
mariners which Mr. Maxwell had handed to him at 
Cardiff, withan assurance that such amounts would 
be credited to the branch. Mr. Sprague, in the 
absence of firemen, deferred the consideration of 
harbour pay until next meeting, when he hoped 
some firemen would be present. Mr. Tizard 
thought it advisable to let the matter rest until 
orders came down from Sunderland re uniformity 
of wages. The secretary was directed to write to 
the general secretary, asking his sanction 
to place it on the rules. Mr. Tizard 
then read Mr. Nash’s telegram, conveying the 
thanks of the branch for Lord Brassey’s promise 
to join our branch. Mr. Sprague called for three 
cheers for Lord Brassey, which were given 
vociferously, followed by the same compliment 
to our well-beloved and honoured champion of 
seamen, Mr. Samuel Plimsoll. Mr. Tizard then 
read through the half-yearly report of National 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union and Mr. Wilson’s 
address to the members, after which he waded 
laboriously but untiringly through the 
revision of rules as printed, informing the mem- 
bers as he passed along which were carried and 
which rejected. This occupied nearly two hours. 
Mr. Sprague then called for a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Tizard for his masterly performance of his 
important duties at Cardiff, which was carried.— 
Mr. Sprague then read a list of strike expenses 
incurred by several branches, and pointed out 
the great advantages secured to Southampton 
trade, men, companies, and ships, by their hav- 
ing avoided strikes and having adopted a. pacific 
policy. Mr. Tizard said—addressing the meeting 
with much animation—Men and brethren, I can 
tell you that you have the favour and approval of 
all the fifty-two branches. They all cry, ‘‘ Good 
old Southampton.” Also I may tell you that you 
enjoy the favour and esteem of our noble general 
secretary. He says no other branch has done more 
to earn his approval than good old Southampton. 

Ata special financial meeting on October 3rd, 
after lengthy discussion, the balance-sheet of the 
last six months was accepted. Mr. Pearson, 
trustee and treasurer, said he had devoted a great 
deal of time to examination of Mr. Nash’s books 
and accounts, and he was pleased to say they 
were so regularly and clearly kept that anyone 
could understand them at aglance. Mr. Clarke, 
of Southampton Independent and Southern Echo, 
then delivered an address sympathetic and com- 
plimentary to the members of the Southampton 
Branch of the National Amalgamated Seamen 
and Firemen’s Union, and evidencing warm feel- 
ings of friendship for the secretary, at the same 
time deprecating the unnecessary attacks made 
upon the management of what was admittedly 
one of the most successful branches of the 
Union in the United Kingdom. Mr. Clarke de- 
clared his intention to uphold and promote the 
interests of the Southampton branch to the 
utmost extent of his influence. Mr. Pearson pro- 
nosed cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Clarke for 
fis presence on this and other occasions, and for 
his graphic reports. Mr. Pearson proposed to 
abolish the check steward. The secretary said 
as Mr. Poole was a very nice young ‘hilow, 
affable, intelligent, honourable, and brave, he 
would suggest an amendment to the tune of 
‘¢ Woodman spare that noble tree,” viz., abolish 
the salary of the C.S. if you must, but spare that 
chip of a good old block, his friend Clemant 
Poole. Mr. Sprague seconded, and it was carried. 
Mr. Poole then volunteered to perform the duties 
of C.S. unremunerated, and received the thanks 
of the members. At the weekly meeting October 
8th, Mr. Edward Arnold pe Correspondence 
read. Mr. Sprague said as regards Taylor and 
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his row the other night, when he protested 
against his money being detained by Grange- 
mouth secretary, Mr. Byrne, whom we all 
respected, it had been proved incontestably that 
Bro. Taylor had joined the Grangemouth branch 
at his own request, and he had made an unwar- 
rantable and unjustifiable attack on Messrs. 
Byrne and Nash, causing a lot of trouble and 
augmenting the expenses of postage, Xe. 
The secretary reported having relieved Mr. 
W. Johnson to London. Mr. Hales ob- 
jected to secretary’s action re Wm. Johnson. 
Mr. Shears said that it was the duty of every 
man to help his brother in distress, and he had no 
doubt money thus given would be refunded. Mr. 
Arnold said every man applying for money ought 
to shew his card. Referring to Mr. Hales’s con- 
demnation of Nash’s action in giving half a sove- 
reign to Mr. Johnson, thesecretary read Mr. Hales’s 
resolution to pay Smith’s train fare to London, 
and asked how it could be made to tally with his 
presentutterances. (See SEAFARING of October5.) 
Mr. Hales said that Mr. Smith had come down 
by the run from London, and therefore had 
means to return. Therefore if this was the case 
Mr. Smith had obtained the money from this 
branch fraudulently. Mr. Sprague suggested 
that secretary write to Mr. Walsh, to ascertain 
whether this was as represented.—Mr. Hales 
condemned Mr. Nash for allowing Smith to act 


in preventing men from going to London 
in aid of Donald Currie’s steamboats. 
Mr. Shears’ then moved a_ resolution, 


that the seamen and firemen of Southampton be 
paid for their harbour work the same as in other 
ports, namely, 5s. per diem, instead of 3s. 8d. as 
at present. This was opposed by Mr. Hales, as 
being ‘‘ out of season.” Lots of men were dock- 
wolloping round docks, and if those employed 
knocked off others would jump into their places. 
Mr. Sprague said that 60 men were always 
at hand to fill the places of 14. The 
Secretary suggested that over-population was the 
great first cause of all the trouble. Mr. Hales 
moved an amendment that a deputation wait 
upon employers asking for an increase. Mr. 
Sprague said in that case half should be firemen 
and half seamen, not all ‘‘salt horse” as pre- 
viously. If firemen wouldn’t help us why should 
we fight the battle all alone? Mr. Sprague pro- 
posed that this matter be deferred to next meet- 
ing, and that was agreed to. Mr. Sprague called 
on Mr. Daniel Carr, burnt out of barque 
Oltem, off Brazil coast, to shew why he applied 
for pecuniary assistance. Mr. Hales said he ob- 
jected. It must not be allowed. Mr. Hales said 
Carr was off the roll of Union men, not having 
paid up, and had no right to relief. Mr. Shears 
deprecated treating disdaintully the application 
of any poor and distressed brother. For his own 
part he was willing to help him, and give him a 
hearty invitation to ‘bed and board.” Mr. 
Sprague proposed vote of thanks to our good- 
hearted, generous Bro. Shears for his kindness 
to Mr. Carr. Mr. Arnold seconded. 


GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting of the branch was 
held October 14, the branch president, Mr. A. 
J. Wickett, in the chair. Mr. F. W. Young, as 
district secretary, gave a résumé of the proceed- 
ings at Cardiff, and much satisfaction was 
evinced by the members with the amount of work 
done and the satisfactory settlement of many 
vexed questions in connection with the Union, 
and also the fairly representative Executive 
which had been chosen. On the list of districts 
being read cut, a member drew attention to the 
Lynn district not being in a position to support a 
district secretary, and suggested the par yim 
of retaining King’s Lynn, Boston, and Wisbech 
in the Humber District, and allocating Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft, and Harwich to the London district 
until such times as more branches were established 
on the east coast, and they would be more 
in a position to maintain a district secretary. 
The secretary reminded the meeting that the con- 
tributions per rule for the last quarter to the 
Legal and General Management Funds were due, 
and on the motion of Mr. E. Sullivan, seconded 
by Mr. S. Fisher, the secretary was instructed to 
remit the amount due. Much regret was felt 
that the word “fisherman” was not to be in- 
serted in Rule 1, Clause 6, as a great many 
objected to join because they were not men- 
tioned in the rules the same as seamen, firemen, 
cooks, and stewards ; but the secretary explained 
that it was only through a technical error in not 
being handed in in time to the executive to place 
on the agenda paper, and would not interfere 
with their enrollment, as all fishermen with what 
is known in Grimsby and Hull as a second hand’s 
certificate (B.T.) would be enrolled as A.B,’s. 


(Continued on page 5.) 
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Reliable Clothing. ‘Reliable Clothing. 
JOTHAM & SONS, 


26 & 27, 8t. MARY &T., 
CARDIFF, 

Are Manufacturers of 
“RELIABLE” CLOTHING 
At the lowest possible cost to purchaser. 
The Largest Stock in the Principality. 


THE most CoMMODIOUS PREMISES IN SOUTH 
WALES AND THE WEst oF ENGLAND. 
All Serge and Dungaree Goods manufactured by 
the Firm’s own workmen. 


JOTHAM & SONS, 
BESPOKE TAILORS, HATTERS, HOSIERS, 
AND GENERAL OUTFITTERS, 

26 & 27, St. Mary Street, Cardiff. 
ESTABLISHED 1838 (51 years). 


MASTERS & CO., 


THe 


CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
NEWPORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 
Masters & Co., who believein fair dealing, one fixed 
price and no abatement; also, being the largest buyers 
of Clothing in the Principality, can sell cheaper than 
aller buyers. 


sm: 
MASTERS AND CO., 
29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS AND CO., 
18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


MASTERS AND CO,, 


89 & 40, HIGH STREET, NEWPORT. 








ESTABLISHED 1856, 


SAMUEL & CO., 


140, BUTE ROAD, 
CARDIFE; 


Tailors, Outfitters, & Boot Makers, 


THE NOTED STORES FOR FAIR- 
TRADING. 
New and Second-hand Sextants, Quadrants, and 
Marine Glasses always in Stock. 


E NOTES CGASHED FOR Is. IN THE 
ADVANCE NOTES caste 


N.B.—Special terms have been 
arranged for all Members of 
Seamen’s Union. 


J. BREGARTNER, 


THE BUTE DOCK CLOTHIER 
TAILOR & SHIRT MANUFACTURER, 


Suits Made to Order on the Shortest 
Notice. 


STYLE GUARANTEED. 
Note the Address :— 


182, BUTE ROAD, CARDIFF. 


Terms: Cash only, which enables J. B. to sell 
at the lowest price. 


DAVID JONES & CO. 
The largest Cake Makers in Wales, 
Westminster Stores, Cardiff. 


IMPORTERS OF 
INDIAN, CHINA, AND CEYLON TEAS 


~~: English, Irish & American 
~ PROVISION MERCHANTS 


AND 
Fresh Meat Salesmen, &c 





FIT & 








R. WHITE, 


WHOLEHSATLEH 


CABINET 


AND 


BEDDING 


MANUFACTURER, 
70, 72,&74,Rathbone Street, 


CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E. 


Houses Furnished from 10 
to 100 Guineas. 
> ALL GOODS WARRANTED. 


SPECIALITIES IN 


SEAMEN’S BEDDING. 
PURE WOOL BEDS, 
4/6, 5/6, 6/6, 7/6 each. 
BUSH RUGS & COLOURED BLANKETS 


sent free to any part of the Kingdom on receipt of 
P.O. Order. Prices, 3/9, 4/9, 5/9, 6/9. 


FEATHER BED, 


BOLSTER AND TWO PILLOWS, 


In Linen Tick, 561b., warranted good and free from 
dust, sent earriage free on receipt of Post Office 
Order for 


ZH2 Ao: 


Rt. W ELT. 
70,72,&74,Rathbone Street, 
CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E. 


Captains, Officers & Seamen Visiting Newport 


Will find all their requirements at 


“LIVERPOOL HOUSE,” 
96 & 97, COMMERCIAL ROAD. 


This is one of the Largest, Cheapest, and most 
Complete Outfitting Establishment in the United 
Kingdom. 

System or Busrtness.—All goods marked plainly at 
the lowest cash price. One price, no abatement. 
Goods not approved of exchanged or money returned. 
We allow no commission to runners, and are 
therefore able to sell at 30 to 40 per cent. 
lowerthan other shops who employ these men. 
NOTE ADDRESS — 


THE LIVERPOOL HOUSE, 
96 & 97, COMMERCIAL ROAD, NEWPORT. 


N.B.—Wholesale Department for Slop Chests. Price 
List on application. 


TO UNION MEN. 
RR. TARRANT, 


‘*THE PEOPLE'S TAILOR,” 
118, RATHBONE STREET, 
CANNING TOWN, E. 
Quality, Style and Fit Guaranteed, 
SUITS TO ORDER AT SHORTEST NOTICE. 

















— ESTABLISHED Iis1l4. — 


THE ANCHOR HOUSE, 


, COMMERCIAL STREET, LEITH. 


J. WILLIS, Manager. 


Seamen’s Clothier and General 
Outfitter. 


Every description of Oilskins made to order. Suits 

made to measure on the most reasonable terms and 

shortest notice. Fit guaranteed. Seamen’s bonuses 
and notes cashed. Slop chests supplied. 


N.B.—Special terms for members of the Seamen’s Union: 








NOTICE. 





*.* With this week’s SEAFARING there is a 
16-page Supplement, giving a Complete 
Account of the Proceedings of the Con- 
gress ; also a Plate containing Portraits 
of all present. The price of the Paper, 
Supplement, and Plate is TWOPENOE 
for this Week only. All purchasers are 
requested to see that they get the Supple- 
ment and plate. 


*,.* Several Letters, Yarns, the Dog-Watch, 
Gossip, Nautical News, Ships Spoken and 
Lost, are unavoidably held over for a 
week. 





All communications should be addressed 
to ARCHIBALD CowIk, SEAFARING Office, 150, 
Minories, London, E., to whom remittances 
must be made payable. 








Seataring. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19th, 1889, 











Tuar the Congress ought to have done 
more work and allowed less talk, is one of 
the criticisms that have been passed upon it, 
and not without reason. But the talk, 
voluminous as it was, must be in the main 
pronounced sound and useful. Many of the 
speeches will repay careful study, and one 
of the results of all the speaking 
is that all who heard it were the wiser for 
hearing it. Even those who had knowledge 
to impart to the audience gained themselves 
in return much that is worth knowing. 
That being the case, and knowledge being 
power—though most of us find that it is 
sorrow also—the Congress for that reason 
alone, and even if it had yielded no other 
result, did not meet in vain. The late Prince 
Consort is credited with a very wise 
saying to the effect that in certain cases 
letters only perplex and confuse. It that were 
true in the case of the more educated men 
of whom he was thinking, it is doubly 
true in the case of seamen who are not all 
gifted with the power of expression, and who 
are more used to a marling spike than a pen. 
To such men personal intercourse is—if they 
are to understand each other—more impor- 
tant than to men with more leisure and 
taste for letter-writing ; therefore it is not 
surprising that one of the happy results of 
the meetings of men at the Oongress should 
have been toclear up many misunderstand- 
ings. Yet another result of the Congress is 
that it leaves the Union stronger than 
ever. Now that the Executive is made up 
of freely elected and unpaid members 
representing all parts of England, Ireland, 
Scotland, and Wales, nobody can say 
that its government is not representative. 
So far as we have yet been able to 
judge, the new Executive are men sound 
in head and heart—men devoted to the 
cause, and having plenty of common-sense 
to guide them. They will require all their 
devotion and good sense to work the good 
ship Union, for theirs is a position of 
great responsibility,and great responsibilities 
do not sit lightly on earnest men. Whether 
they will make the Union asgreata successas 
the last Executive did is a question that we 
shall be able to answer better a year hence ; 
but they start with the good wishes of all 
concerned. A year hence, too, we shall all 
be better able to judge of the results of 
the Congress, for the value of some of them 
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cannot at present be estimated. It would, THE SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S | time is up. He affected to despise the power of 


however, be a mistake to suppose that 
feasting and speech-making and listening 
to eminent men monopolised the time of 
the Congress. As a matter of fact, some 
very useful work was done. It was 
for instance,resolved to draw up a scheme to 
provide pensions for widows and orphans of 
seamen. The following resolutions were 
also carried :—‘* That we, the representatives 
of the National Amalgamated Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union are of opinion that the true 
interests of the British seamen can best be 
represented in Parliament by men of their 
own class, and we urge the formation of a 
fund for such representation. 

“That Rule 1, Clause 4, shall be to en- 
deavour to obtain reasonable hours of duty, 
maintain fair rates of wages, and promote 
Parliamentary representation of the seafaring 
class.” 

On the necessity of some step of this sort, 
that veteran Trades Unionist and good friend 
to our cause, Mr. Broadhurst, M.P., antici- 
pating the return again of Mr. Plimsoll to 
Parliament, remarked: ‘“ We all earnestly 
hope that we shall be reinforced in this 
direction at no distant date by a representa- 
tive of the seamen themselves—(cheers)—so 
that they can speak in their own language, 
tell their own tale,and answer the shipowners 
there face to face as they can only be 
answered by men who have been to sea and 
who know the practice at the sea after 
leaving port. (Loud cheers.) It must be 
by the voice of these men that the 
great cause will be ultimately won; 
and I hope and trust that all classes 
will unite for this purpose of sending 
a mouthpiece of the sailors themselves to the 
House of Commons. (Cheers.)” The im- 
portant subject of the provision scale was 
also dealt with by the Congress, and 
fortunate it was that the Mayor of Cardiff 
had himself been to sea, although only as a 
passenger, and had ssen what seamen have 
to eat, and could enlist public sympathy on 
that score. The Congress also resolved that 
“In view of the very unsatisfactory position 
of the British seaman under the Merchant 
Shipping Act and other laws,this conference 
urges upon the Executive and Parliamentary 
Committee of the Trades Union Congress to 
take immediate action in getting them 
placed on a footing of equality with British 
subjects on land.” As these resolutions will 
not be allowed to remain a dead letter the 
Congress must have practical results of 
the highest importance to seafaring men. 
One of the most gratifying incidents in con- 
nection with the Congress was the crowded 
meeting in the Park Hall,where a gathering, 
said to number over 5,000 persons, presided 
over by the Mayor,resolved that “this meet- 
ing of the people of Cardiff expresses its 
sincere sympathy with the sailors and _fire- 
men in the many unnecessary risks they incur 
and grievances they endure in their avoca- 
tion, and rejoices that the National Seamen’s 
and Firemen’s Uniou had been established 
for the purpose of remedying the same, and 
obtaining the general improvement and 
condition of the British seaman.” As the 
meeting at which this resolution was 
adopted with enthusiasm was one of the 
largest ever held in one of the chief ports of 
the world, and was attended by the leading 
citizens of the place, itis highly significant of 
the turning of the tide that has at last 
come {in the seamen’s favour. Although 
the public, like Providence, only help those 
who help themselves, public support isa good 
and valuable thing to have, as Lord Brassey 
indicated 





UNION. 
(Continued from page 3.) 


GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


Before Judge Stephens, LL.D., October 11, 
Mr. Silvester, barrister-at-law (instructed by 
Mr. Brown, as agent for Mr. Whitehead of Hull, 
solicitor for the Humber district of the N.A.S.F. 
Union), appeared for the plaintiff,a ship’s carpenter, 
of Hull; and Mr. Mountain for the defendant. — 
Mr. Silvester, in opening the case, said it was 
simply a claim for wages. Plaintiff shipped on 
board the Mount Tabor on January 3 last, at a 
salary of £5103. per month. He had served in 
the capacity of ship’s carpenter for seven months 
and 14 days, which brought his wages to £41 ls. 
4d. from January 3 to August 16. It was ad- 
mitted by the defence that plaintiff was engaged 
at the salary mentioned. By allotments and 
certain deduction (or advances) £12 33. 64d. 
had been deducted, which left £28 16s. 104d. 
in dispute. Of this sum £20 had been paid into 
court. Plaintiff now claimed double wages be- 
cause he had not been paid. The amount at 
present in dispute (besides the £20 paid into court) 
was £11 19s. 9d. The only issues now before 
his Honour were: Whether he regarded the 
payment of money into court was sufficient to 
satisfy the plaintiff's claim, or whether he was 
justified in claiming double wages on account of 
wages being withheld. There would be a ques- 
tion in answer to this, and the plaintiff had been 
guilty of smuggling. But the Merchants’ Sea- 
rien’s (Payment and Wages Act) provided 
that the man’s reply to the charge, 
should be entered in the official log, and 
a copy of such charge, together with 
the answer, should be given to the man. 
This had not been done, and section 282, sub- 
section 2, of the same Act, stated that if this was 
not done there should be no forfeitureat all. The 
plaintiff, in his evidence, stated that there was 
only himself and the captain present when the 
entry was made in the log to the effect that he had 
smuggled some cigars, for which 260) frances had to 
be paid. His answer was he had not smuggled the 
cigars, and did not intend to pay, wishing to 
fight the battle himself. Plaintiff also told the 
captain to put down his answer, which had not 
been done.—Mr. Mountain said his answer was 
that the master not making the entries was liable 
to be fined a sum not exceeding £5. The master, 
not having made the entry properly, must 
suffer, and not the owners of the ship, who were 
not guilty of any offence.—ilis Honour said the 
owners were liable for any misconduct on the part 
of the master.—Mr. Mountain said the Act 
specifically stated that the master was liable.— 
His Honour: As a matter of discipline, but this 
action is brought against the owners, who are liable 
for the misconduct of their master.—Mr. Mountain 
continuing,said the master had entered the charge, 
and only neglected to put down the reply. — 
Continuing, Mr. Silvester said his client was not 
summoned for smuggling, and never appeared. 
He now read over a document from the French 
Customs House, stating that the captain was sum- 
moned for the offence, and before the case was 
tried, paid the fine, thus stopping the case. 
Plaintiff saw the English Consul and wished to be 
summoned and fight out the case, but rather than 
dispute the case the captain paid the money.— 
Mr. Mountain said his answer to that was, that 
the vessel was seized by the French Government, 
and the money paid for the purpose of releasing 
the vessel. —His Honour, without hearing evidence, 
gave a verdict for the plaintiff for £28 17s. l0d., 
with costs. 


GRANGEMOUTH BRANCH. 

There is some excitement here among the local 
“bigwigs” caused by the recent visit of Mr. J. 
H. Wilson to this branch. Grangemouth is ruled 
by a police commission, one of the candidates for 
which at the coming election in November is the 
bitterest foe of the Union in the past. During 
our strike, this ‘‘ working man’s candidate,” as 
he has the audacity to call himself, imported 
London dock labourers, rural gardeners, carters, 
and such like “ sailors ” toman not only theships 
of the company of which he is a servant, but also 
the other owners’ vessels. Since that time he re- 
fuses to employ Union men, and is now astonished 
that Unionists will not employ him to misrepresent 
them. As 80 per cent. of this branch are house- 
holders and possess votes, it will be seen that in 
a small town they can turn the scale at an 
election as they wish. They have made up their 
minds that this fellow shall no longer hold place 
and power as their representative, and that, in 
seafaring lingo, he can pack up his bag when his 
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the Union, and now he is procuring the ship- 
owners, whose work he did, tovisit the ratepayers 
to ask in what way he has done wrong. (How 
are the mighty fallen!) Mr. Wilson, in his 
speech, alluded to his candidattre, and advised 
Union, men to vote for genuine representatives of 
the working classes. This has thrown the pur- 
veyor of ‘‘scabs ” off his balance,and through the 
medium of a newspaper which favours the ship- 
owning interest an attack has been made on Mr. 
Wilson in a paragraph as below, to» which is 
appended the branch secretary’s reply. Too late 
this ‘‘ working man’s friend” discovers that, in 
the long run, the Union will get even with those 
who malign it, and that he must bid farewell to 
the free lunches and pleasant excursions which 
are a feature in the government of this port by 
the powers that be. In the Falkirk Express of 
October 4 the following appears :— 


Elsewhere in these columns will be found the re- 
port of a speech by Mr. Wilson, of Sunderland, the 
general secretary of the Seamen and Firemen’s 
Union in which advice is given to the seamen as to 
how they should act at the forthcoming municipal 
election. <A ‘‘ working-man’s candidate” is pointed 
out as one who will likely seek the suffrages of the 
ratepayers, but as this candidate has refused 
to employ Union men _ it is argued by this 
English wire - puller that he is not worthy 
of the support of the members of the Union 
and that he should not be allowed to represent them 
longer. But Mr. Wilson goes further. His imagina- 
tion floats forward to the election day, when he is 
confident that the gentleman he referred to will see 
that the injury he has done will neither be forgotten 
nor forgiven. It is not for us tosurmise who the in- 
dividual is who is thus signalled out. The absurdity 
of the situation, however, will be quite apparent. 
What have seamen’s affairs got to do with municipal 
matters? Do not every one of the Police Commis- 
sioners take their seat at the Council-table as 
representatives of the ratepayers, and not as 
nominees of any particular trades society or organisa- 
tion? Has this individual not done his duty to the 
town since his election to the local legislature ? Those 
are questions which an intelligent public would like 
Mr, Wilson to answer—if he can—but seeing that he 
is quite unknown to Grangemouth, and knows com- 
paratively little about its municipal workings from 
personal observation he may be a little at sea, and 
tew will likely care to take the advice he offers. 


To this the following reply was sent by the able 
secretary of the Union at Grangemouth :— 


To the Editor of the Falkirk Express.—Dear Sir.— 
I have read with amusement two paragraphs in your 
issue of the 4th inst., relating to Mr. J. H. Wilson, 
iy secretary of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 

Jnion, and trust you will permit me, in a 
spirit of fair play, to point out the im- 
becility of your contributor’s remarks. First, 
the paragraph headed ‘‘ An Englishman’s Advice 
to Grangemouth Seamen,” is incorrectly copied from 
a local contemporary, inasmuch as it omits the 
applause with which Mr. Wilson’s advice was 
received by his audience of seafaring ratepayers. 
Again, it is asked—‘‘ What have seamen’s affairs to 
do with municipal matters? Do not every one of the 
Police Commissioners take their seats as representa- 
tives of the ratepayers,” &c. Exactly, and this is 
precisely why theratepaying members of the Seamen’s 
Union will exercise their right of voting against a 
representative (?) whorefusestogivethem employment 
to enable them to maintain their families and paythe 
rates. As to any nominee being put forward by the 
Union, such nominee exists only in the highly 
imaginative brain of your contributor, who, in one 
place, affects ignorance of the personality of the 
**working man’s candidate,” and then ingenuously 
asks if this particular individual has ‘‘ not done his 
duty to the town since his election to the local legis- 
lature?” If my information be correct,’ the candidate 
in question was not elected to the commission, but 
slipped into a vacancy caused by the death of a sit- 
ting member ; in fact, he is to be regarded as simply 
a municipal warming-pan. The ‘‘ intelligent public” 
is not so easily hoodwinked as your con- 
tributor imagines, and Mr. Wilson is by 
no means a stranger to the seafaring com- 
munity of Grangemouth. I may add that even had 
Mr. Wilson not given the advice which seems to 
have disturbed certain people’s equanimity, the rate- 
paying Union men and their connections had deter- 
mined to shut out from the commission one who 
strove to take the bread out of the mouths of their 
wives and children, and who is also noted for his in- 
civility to working men of every class until he wants 
their votes. The ** English wirepuller,” as Mr. Wilson 
is so courteously styled in your columns, being this 
week in Cardiff (where he will be the guest of the 
Marquis of Bute and the Cardiff Corporation), is, 
fortuately, unaware of the wrath he has excited in 
the bosom of your contributor, and I therefore, with 
pleasure, take up the cudgels on his behalf, and 
trust that when your correspondent next pens an 


‘evidently inspired paragraph, he will not shelter 


himself under the mighty ‘‘ we” which he uses with 
the air of a “‘ special,” but will have the courage to 
attach his signature to it.—I am, your obedient 
a? ~\ eeameaas C, Byrne, Masonic Hall, October 
1, . 
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HULL BRANCH. 

At the usual weekly meeting held in Unity- 
hall, the minutes and financial returns of 
previous week were read and_ confirmed. 
Two shipwreck claims have been paid to two 
members who were wrecked in the s.s. Oxon, the 
secretary and chairman taking this opportunity 
of impressing c “the members present to point the 
advantages of the Union out to non-Unionists, 
taking for an example the benefit derived by these 
two men. The secretary then read the quarterly 
financial report, which had been audited, also the 
minutes of the Finance Committee, buth of which 
were confirmed, the members present passing 
complimentary expressions of confidence in their 

resent secretary, Mr. Hill, and congratulating 
nim on the manner in which he was carrying on 
the branch. 

Ninety-three new members have joined the 
branch since the end of July, and now it is in 

ood, steady working order. No. 2 branch 

ational Labour Federation has formally been 
opened in this port. Meetings of the above to 
take place in the Unity Hall; also a branch of 
the National Labour (Dockside) Union, to be held 
in the same place. 

A scheme of federation between the local club 
and the National Union is on foot, and it is to be 
hoped will soon be in force. Unity Hall will 
shortly be the rendezvous of an affiliated brother- 
hood of all connected directly and indirectly with 
shipping interests. 


BRISTOL BRANCH. 

The weekly meeting of this branch was held 
at the meeting rooms, Bedminster - parade, 
October 14th, Bro. James Yates in the chair. 
Correspondence received during the week was 
read and confirmed, minutes of previous meeting 
read and approved. Weekly balance-sheet read 
and adopted. The chairman then, as dele- 
gate from the branch to conference, introduced 
his report, which, afte: a lengthy discussion by 


the members present, was most cordially 
approved, Bro. Yates himself being highly 


complimented for. the very able manner 
in which he had discharged the duties imposed 
upon him by the branch as their representative. 
Bro. Jarman then exhibited his artistic skill in a 
large illuminated card,which he had prepared,and 
framed for suspension in the treasurer’s house. It 
was pronounced by all hands as most chaste and 
beautiful—gold, blue, and red letters alternating 
in such a manner as to refiect great credit 
upon his efforts as an_ artistic designer. 
Some surprise was expressed by members that the 
matter of Bro. Yates’ misfortunes had not been 
considered by conference, he having had his leg 
broken twice during three months, and been ten 
weeks in hospital within that period, the first 
casualty being the result of a fracas with scabs on 
Prince’s Pier, Greenock, last Whit - Monday, 
during the strike. The second time he 
was working on the ss. Belleairn” at 
Cardiff, on August 27th, when he slipped on 
the iron deck, and the leg which had not as yet 
firmly set broke in the same place. Bro. Yates 
is an ardent Unionist and deserves well of 
brother members, ‘‘and as the ever-generous 
skipper of SEAFARING has promised to take his 
case up, his brothers of this branch are assured 
that his claim will be heartily responded to,” says 
a correspondent. 


CARDIFF BRANCH. 

We have received the following :— 

DEAR Srr,—Allow me to make a few sugges- 
tions for the members of the Union :—Ist, That 
those branches who have not appointed surgeons 
should do so at once, and that their names and 
addresses or surgeries should be inserted in Sia- 
FARING after the branch secretaries’ names, for 
the convenience of members. 2nd, Every 
branch office should have a_ registered 
telegraphic address, particularly for the conveni- 
ence of members abroad, and to save expense. 
3rd, That ambulance lectures be given to our 
members by their respective surgeons, as many 
accidents happen on board ship at which time if 
first-aid were efficiently given many deformities 
might be avoided. Apologising for trespassing 
on your valuable space,—Yours faithfully, De 
Vere Hunt, Medical Officer, Cardiff Branch. 


ABERDEEN BRANCH. 

The Union has just had a great victory here 
over Messrs. George Milne and Co., shipowners, 
by recovering from them £59 10s. 2d., wages and 
interest due to the representatives of the master 
and first and second mate belonging to this port, 
who were lost in the barque Donegal, near the 
Azores, on December 27, 1887. When their rela- 
tives asked for the balance of their wages, Messrs. 
Milne replied that at the ports visited on the 
voyage money had been drawn by the captain, 
and, in the absence of information that this money 





had not been disbursed,the owners were entitled to 
apportion the sums so drawn against the oflicers 
and petty officers according to their rating, and 
upon this basis they argued that no balance was 
due. M.P.’s and Board of Trade were appealed to 
in vain. The relatives of the dead men were poor, 
so nothing was done for them till they went to the 
Union. It put the case in the hands of a lawyer, 
and the owners had to cash up. More particulars 
next week. 








GOT CERTIFICATES 
As Masters and Mates during week ended 
October 12, 1889. 

Note.—Ex. C denotes Extra Master; O. C., 
Ordinary Master; 1 M., First Mate; O. M., 
Only Mate; and 2 M., Second Mate. SS. denotes 
Steam Ship Certificates. 


FOREIGN TRADE. 


Examining 

Name. Grade Board 
Millward, Chas. A. Ex. C London 
Derby, Chas. J. Ex. C London 
Smith Robt. D. 2M London 
Ashby, Chas. F. 2M London 
Hicks, Chas. W. 1M London 
Guy, Wm. de N. 1M London 
Tomlin, Alfd. OC London 
Evans, Jno. H. OC London 
Willis, Francis Jas. OC London 
Gundry, Geo. E. Oc London 
Dothie, Jas. E. OC London 
Dunean, W. OC London 
Brown, Geo. OC Liverpool 
Neilson, Jno. OC Liverpool 
Kirby, Jas. OC Liverpool 
Bradley, Isaac 2M Liverpool 
Pritchard, F. G 2M Liverpool 
Davies, Peter 2M Liverpool 
Jones, O. Williams 2M Liverpool 
Sace, W. J. 2M Liverpool 
Sherman, 8S. R. 2M Liverpool 
Wilkinson, Harold O. 1M Liverpool 
Shanock, C. E, 1M Liverpool 
Boyer, Philip 1M Liverpool 
Donald, Chas. 1M Glasgow 
McIntyre, Jno. Whyte 1M Glasgow 
Henderson, Wm. OC Glasgow 
Bobbin, Geo. Wm. 2M Sunderland 
Wilson, Chas. P. 2M Sunderland 
Knudsen, C. A. 2M ss Sunderland 
Walker, Jas. 2Mss Sunderland 
Wright, W. M. 1M Sunderland 
Brown, Henry OC Sunderland 
Readman, Wm. OC Sunderland 
Kerr, Wm. OC Sunderland 
Olsen, Ole Master ss. Sunderland 
Morrison, E. W. E. 2M S’thampton 
Baxter, Orston Rust 1M S’thampton 
Poole, Wm. E. 1M S’thampton 
Hoist, Ludvig 1M Cardiff 
Prescott, Thos. R. OC Cardiff 
Dee, David OC Cardiff 
Fraser, Jas. 2 Mss. Aberdeen 
Taylor, Wm. F. N. OC Aberdeen 
Theaker, Isaac A. 2 Mss W. W’rtlep’l 
Wisnom, J. McClain 2M Belfast 
Hyland, Jno F 2M Belfast 
Flack, David OC selfast 
Murison, R. M. Oc Plymouth 
Kinnaird, Jas. 1M Greenock 
Ferguson, Fergus OC Greenock 
Jones, Jno. 2M Hull 
Coward, Jno. 1M Hull 
Thomas, Wm 1M Hull 
Brown, C. F. 1M Hull 
Skelton, E. J. 1M Hull 

Week ended October 5. 

Elliott, Robt. 2M London 
Bedford, Geo. 2M London 
Smart, J. E. N. 1M London 
Search, Chas. E 1M London 
Green, C. P. 1M London 
Thorne, Frank 1M London 
Crocker, Alfd. OC London 
Wise, A. E. D. Oc London 
Bullock, Wm. H. OC London 
Casswell, C. N. OC London 
Henry, A. E. OC London 
Atkinson, Fredk. R. Oc Liverpool 
Parker, Jas. Ex. C Liverpool 
McIntyre, Jno. OC Liverpool 
Adams, Wm. 2M Liverpool 
Williams, Robt. E. 2M Liverpool 
Jaskill, Walter 2M Liverpool 
Packe,'A. F. 2M Liverpool 
Edwards, Geo. 1M Liverpool 
Nesbitt, Jno. 2M S. Shields 
mee, Arthur P. 2M S. Shields 
Carlson, Car] P. Oc 8. Shields 
May, Robt. OC 8. Shields 
Carr, Jno. M. OC 8. Shields 





Young, Jno. C. Oc S. Shields 
Petersson, August. Oc S. Shields 
Ace, Thos. J. 2M Swansea 
Roberts, Thos. A. 1M Swansea 
Clark, Geo. W. OC Aberdeen 
Lee, Albt. OM Hull 
Hill, Joseph H. Oc Hull 
Owen, Jno. R. 1M Hull 
Stonehouse, Harry 1M Hull 
Ford, Jas. 1M Hull 
Escott, Wm. 2M Plymouth 
Steer, Albt. 1M Plymouth 
Valentine, Wm. A. 2M Dundee 
Docker, Allan P. 1M Dundee 
Pyott, Alex. 1M Dundee 
ENGINEERS. 


Note.—Ex. 1 denotes Extra First Class ; 1, First 
Class ; 2, Second Class. 


Week Ended October 12. 


Paulsen, Vilhelm C. 2 London 
Mitchell, Henry E. 1 London 
Fergusson, Alex. 8. ] London 
Palmer, Henry J. 1 London 
Rich, Thos. A. 2 Liverpool 
Murdock, Jno. Jas. 1 Liverpool 
Forrest, Jno. 1 Liverpool 
Benson, Henry 1 Liverpool 
Campbell, Geo. 2 N. Shields 
Brown, Joseph 2 N. Shields 
Grahame, Geo. 2 N. Shields 
Cansik, Wm. ] N. Shields 
Wilkin, Horace 1 N. Shields 
Airey, Wm. 2 W.H’rtlep'l 
Turner, Wm. 2 W.H’rtlep’l 


rt 


Dundee 
Dundee 


Donaldson, Wm. 
Warren, Fredk. Wm. 1 


Week ended October 5. 


Davies, W. E. 2 London 
Coomber, Wm. G. 2 London 
George, Robt. 1 London 
Gates, Roger 1 Liverpool 
Strachan, Jas. 1 Liverpool 
Newton, Fredk. W. 1 Liverpool 
Weston, Geo. 1 Liverpool 
toberts, Jno. ] Liverpool 
Buchanan, Duncan 2 Liverpool 
McAllister, Alex. 1 Glasgow 
Meiklejohn, Jas. 1 Glasgow 
Harvey, Jno. W. ] Glasgow 
Wallace, J. R. 1 Glasgow 
Cochrane, Jno. 1 Glasgow 
Ballantine, Wm, 1 Glasgow 
Célquhoun, Chas. 1 Glasgow 
all, Chas. 2 Glasgow 
Duff, Datiel 2 Glasgow 
Ferguson, Daniel 2 Glasgow 
Monceur, Robt. 2 Glasgow 
Bain, Wm. 2% Glasgow 
Proudfoot, Alex. 2 Glasgow 
Anderson, A. W. 2 Glasgow 
Morrison, Robt. 2 Glasgow 
Boyd, David 2 Glasgow 
Wallace, Wm. 2 Glasgow 
Stevenson, Robt. g N. Shields 
Hall, Robt. Wm. § N. Shields 
Brand, Andw. 2 N. Shields 
Venus, Chas. J. 2 N. Shields 
Dawson, Geo. 1 N. Shields 
Thorp, R. E. 1 N. Shields 
Treasurer, David 2 Leith 
Monro, Jas. Scott 2 Leith 
Murray, Jno. E. 2 Leith 
Engelbrecht, C. T. - Leith 
Kidd, W. M. 2 Leith 
Prior, F. K. 2 Leith 
Paxton, J. A. 2 Leith 
Irving, Wm. 2 Leith 
Swanson, Geo. 1 Leith 
Roberts, Thos. 1 Leith 
Findlay, Jno. 1 Leith 
Martin, W. G. 2 Hull 
Snowden, A. J. 1 Hull 
Jones, Thos. 2 Dublin 
Wilson Josh. G. 2 Dublin 
Jack, Donald l Dublin 
Patterson, Jno. 1 Dublin 
McClymont Quintin 2 Greenock 
Campbell, Alex. 2 Greenock 
Duguid, Jno. M. : Greenock 
Slack, Jno. 2 Greenock 
Whyte, Wm. 2 Greenock 
Muir, Jno. 1 Greenock 
Hart, Matthew 1 Greenock 
Forrest, Wm. 1 Greenock 








A clergyman who left a notice in his church to be 
read by the preacher who filled his pulpit neglected 
to denote carefully a private postscript, and the con- 
gregation were surprised to hear the strangerwind up 
by saying: ‘‘ You will please come to dine with me 
after service,” 
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H. PHILLIPS. 


PAWNBROKER, 


TIDAL BASIN, 
VICTORIA DOCKS. 


SAILORS’ OUTFITTER 


IN ALL ITS BRANCHES, 





PRESIDENT OF THE TIDAL BASIN BRANCH 
SAILORS’ & FIREMEN’S UNION. 


Norwegian Patented Fog Horns, 


As used on board the New York Pilot Cutters, 
And on board the Scandinavian War Ships. 
FOR SALE AT 


J. MATEIESEN’s, 
SHIP CHANDLER, 
31, SANDPORT STREET, LEITH. 


SOLE AGENT FOR FIRTH-OF-FORTH. 


NOTICE TO SEAMEN. 

Mrs. McKinnon, Kinloch-place, Campbel- 
town, Argyleshire, desires to find the Where- 
abouts of her son, Perer McKrnnovn, aged 35, 
born Campbeltown, who was seen in London 
four years ago. 











NOTICE. 


Union Men are requested to board only at 
boarding houses which are advertised in 
** SEAFARING.” Members having com- 
plaints against Boarding Masters must send 
themin tothe nearest Branch = 97S td 

General Secretary. 





The names and addresses of the keepers 
of Seamen’s Boarding-houses will be inserted 
in SEAFARING atthe rate of 2s. each per 
week, payable in advance. These advertise- 
ments will be arranged under the heading of 
the ports in which they are situated, 
and are intended as a _ Directory to 
seafaring men, which, it is hoped, their 
friends will endeavour to make as com- 
plete as possible, so. that men arriving 
at any port have only to refer to SEAFARING 
to find where they can be comfortably 
boarded and fairlytreated. NoSeamen’s Board- 
ing-house will be advertised in SEAFARING on 
any terms unless recommended by the Branch 
Secretary of the Sailors and Firemen’s 
Union in whose district the house is 
situated. Boarding -house keepers whose 





advertisements are already appearing in 
SEAFARING will be included free of further 
charge in the proposed Directory of Houses 
recommended by the Union, their Houses 
having been recommended before their 
advertisements were accepted. 


WHERE TO BOARD. 


UNION EBOARDING-HOUSES. 
Carpirr.—Seamen’s Institute, West Bute-st. 
Giascow.—John McInnes, 12, Anderston Quay. 

- James Bracken, 182, Broomielaw. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Joseph Maskey, 5, Car- 

liol-street. 
SUNDERLAND. — Wilson’s 

174, High-street East. 
GRANGEMOUTH.—J. Lindsay, 37, Grange-street. 
GREENOCK.—Miss Mackellar, 1, West Breast. 


UNION MEN IN LONDON 


SHOULD GO TO 
Cc. 


KELLY, 
130 & 144a, VICTORIA DOCK RD., 


LONDON, E., 

For Serges, Oilskins, Guernseys, Officers’ 
and Seamen’s Caps and Hosiery. 
Hats, Ties, Searves, Collars, &e., of the 
Newest Style. 





Temperance Hotel, 








SEAFARING MEN VISITING SUNDERLAND 


SHOULD GO TO 


WILSON’S TEMPERANGE HOTEL AND DINING ROOMS, 
174, HIGH STREET EAST, SUNDERLAND. 


NOTED FOR GOOD PLAIN COOKING. 
MODERATE PRICES. 





COMFORTABLE BEDS. 


BOARD AND LODGING BY THE DAY OR WHEE. 





Reliable WATERPROOFS 


climates ab 

i, MANSCHESTER & Co., 

MANUFACTURERS, 
DUKH STRERT, 


suitable for all 





11, CARDIFF. 








ADOLF LYCEHE, 
SCANDINAVIAN House, 
142, BUTE ROAD; 


CGAE.DiIE'=E". 


PRACTICAL TAILOR & GENERAL OUTFITTER. 
The Cheapest Seamen’s Clothing Stores in Cardiff 
iy at 


BB. TFSACOBES 
PAWNBROKING AND CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENT 
v doors from Hastings Hotel), 

1, ERBERT STREET, CARDIFF. 
amen’s Advance Notes Cashed. Foreign Money 
Exchanged. Guns, Sextants, Sea Boots, &c., 

always on sale. 


NAUTICAL ACADEMY, 


108, Fenchurch Street, London, E.C. 
CAPTAIN BROUGHTON 


Holds Certificates for Extra Master, Comp. Dev., 
and A.B. from H.M.S. President. Separate rooms 
each grade. Seamanship class daily. 


DEVIASCOPE AND THE COLLISION AVERTER, 


—. 


PERMANENT PHOTOGRAPHS. 


Photographs of the highest finish at 


MR. ALFRED FREKE’S, 
21, Dulkie Street, Cardiff. 
CALL AND SEE THE SPECIMENS. 




















PECCIES’ DINING ROOMS, 
64, DOCK STREET, DUNDEE. 


Seafaring men of all classes will find the 
above establishment 
THE BEST PLACE TO GET 
MEALS AT ALL HOURS. 
MODERATE CHARGES. 
ATTENTION AND CIVILITY GUARANTEED. 


Nin A. T. SMITHS 
SOCIETIES’ TAVERN 
DAGGER LAN#, HULL. 
FREE AND EASY EVERY EVENING 
General Place of Resort for Sailors 
and Firemen. 

Best Quality of Spirits, Wines, and Beer 

always on stock. 
Best known house in Hull 
Seamen and Firemen. 


JOHN LEWIS, 
Seamen’s Union Outfitter, &e. 


S52, BROOMIDUIAwW , 
GLASGOW. 





amongst 





JAMES BRACKEN, 
SEAMEN’S UNION 
BOARDING HOVUSEH 


182, BROOMIELAW, GLASGOW. 


JOHN McINNES, 
SEAMEN’S UNION BOARDING HOUSE 
12, Anderston Quay, 


GCHUASGOW. 











J. J. ROBINSON 


MARKET HOTEL, 


MARKET PLACH, 
MIDD LESBOROUGH. 


ALLSOPP’S MILD & BITTER ALES & STOUT. 


Choice Wines. Cigars of the Finest Quality. Middles- 
borough Branch Meetings of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union held at this house. 


J. WARREN, 
PRACTICAL TAILOR & CENERAL OUTFITTER 


40, ST MARY STREET, 
CARDIFF. 


SEAFARING MEN 
IN LIVERPOOL 
SHOULD DEAL WITH 
ron BeinGac Tron, 
BUTCHER, 
60, PADDINGTON. 


TOBACCONISTS COMMENCING. 


See Illustrated Guide, ‘‘How to open 


respectably £20 to £1,000” (post free). 
TOBACCONISTS’ OUTFITTING Co. (late H 
Myers & Co.) (Reg.), Beech-street, London, 
E.C., Largest and Oldest Complete Tobac- 


conists’ Furnishers in the world.—Manager, 
HENRY MYERS. 














MISS MACKELLAR 


(Niece of the late Mrs. Gallache), 
SEAMEN’S UNION BOARDING HOUSE, 
1, WEST BREAST, 
GREEN OC =z. 
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COLONIAL OUTFITTERS. 











CAPTAINS, SAILORS’ 
OFFICERS’, APPRENTICES, 
AND AND 
PASSENGERS’ COLONIAL 


COMPLETE 


OUTFITS. OUTFITS. 




















CAPTAINS’ CAPTAINS’ 
SLOP-CHESTS }% dy SLOP-CHESTS 
GOODS D BOARD. 
| OFFICERS. f 

ENGINEEBS, 
\ APPRENTICES,’ 
AND 
SAILORQYQ 
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OU'TTEILITS. 


Catalogues and Price Lists Post Free on application. 
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Supplement to “SEAFARING,” October 79, 





1889. 





THE SEAMEN’ CONGRESS. 








Introductory. 


A short year ago SEAFARING was yet in its 
infancy and the National Amalgamated Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ire- 
land seemed far too ambitious a title for a society 
started in Sunderland and having less than 600 
members. Few, if any, persons in those days 
imagined that October, 1889, would see that 
Union with a branch in all British and Irish 
ports, with a membership counted by scores 
of thousands and SEAFARING — thoroughly 
established as the recognised organ of the whole 
British seafaring class. Twelve months ago this 
journal stood alone amidst the whole of the 
British Press in its advocacy of the enfranchise- 
ment of the British seaman. Mr. Plimsoll had 
thundered against murderous or mercenary ship- 
owners, the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union had been 
started to improve the condition and protect the 
interests of seafaring men, but although the Union 
honestly attempted to do all this in its own way 
and hourly waxed greater in strength and in- 
fluence, SEAFARING had many a hard fight ere 
the Union and seafaring men generally adopted 
our view that Parliamentary votes for seamen 
and the representation of seamen by seamen in 
Parliament was as necessary to the emancipation 
of seafaring men as the Union or SEAFARING. 
The ancient Viking sea dogs from whom so many 
of the natives of these islands are sprung—the 
Vikings who transmitted even to our days that 
roving and adventurous spirit which has made 
the British Empire what it is—these old Vikings 
held that Heaven was 


A =e where spirits blest 
iternity in fighting spent 
Instead of peaceful rest. 
Whatever may be the thought of the Viking’s 
conception of Heaven, it is no bad conception of 
earth, even at the present time. 


Soon rested those who fought, but thou 
Who minglest in the harder strife 

For truths that men receive not now, 
Thy warfare only ends with life. 


And all on our side are still battling for such 
truths, therefore it would be premature to boast 
that the fight is over. Victories on our side there 
have been, many and glorious ; but the fighting 
is far from over, and those of us who long for 
peace must think of justice first and peace 
afterwards. Meanwhile it is to us, and 
must be to all right-minded men and women, 
glad tidings of great joy to read the following re- 
ports, heralding as they seem to do the speedy 
dawn of a day when murder, tyranny, ed and 
wrong shall no longer enthral the British sea- 
men in a yoke as galling and accursed as any- 
thing to be met with in history. Cardiff, which 
takes the lead for exports among British ports— 
Cardiff which believes in srogren lard which 
abounds on every side with material wealth and 
substantial rewards of enterprise—Cardiff which 
(thanks largely to its Press) isasfarahead of London 
in enlightened public spirit as London is ahead of 
China, Cardiff was wisely chosen as the scene of 
the first annual Congress of seamen since the 
Sailors and Firemen’s Union became a really 
national organisation, and hardly had it been 
chosen ere the Liberal Mayor—Alderman David 
Jones—and the Tory Councillor Lascelles Carr, 

egan tovie with each other to welcomethe Union. 
Ably supported in their efforts by men of all poli- 
tics and religions—and none—their efforts were 
crowned by the most brilliant success, and the 
treatment accorded to the representatives 
of the seamen by Cardiff generally must 
lon live pleasantly in the memories of 
seataring folk and their friends. When so many 
hospitable, kindly, and indefatigable friends have 
to be thanked, it is no easy matter to select in- 
dividuals for special mention; but to omit to 
mention Mr. and Mrs. Gardner, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Johns, Mr. Evans, Mr. Jenkins, and the 
hosts of the Royal, the Queen’s,the Park, and the 
Black Lion Hotels, and the editors and reporters 
of the Cardiff papers, would be unpardonable. 

As early as aturday and Sunday—Oct 5 and 





6—every train that arrived at Cardiff brought 
representatives of the Union from all parts of 
England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, till by 
Monday morning upwards of a hundred dele- 
gates, secretaries, and other officials had arrived, 
and were conifortably accommodated, thanks to 
the excellent arrangements made by Mr. Gardner, 
the district secretary. The Park Hall, or Halls, 
handsome and commodious buildings—for there 
are two of them—were selected for the meetings, 
and the smaller of the two, capable of seating 
some 500 men, was used, the close proximity of 
the Park Hotel bar being found mighty convenient 
by the thirsty. It was on Monday morning that 
the proceediugs began, by Mr. England, general 
treasurer, proposing that Mr. F. W. Evans, of 
Cardiff, preside over the Congress, which was 
agreed to. Mr. England, after taking no small 
share in building up the Union, naturally felt 
proud and pleased to see so large and so repre- 
sentative a gathering, and in opening the pro- 
ceedings he said so; and there were naturally 
many hand-shakings and mutual congratulations 
on the part of delegates, officials, and others, 
some of whom had personally been strangers to 
each other, although they had all fought for the 
same good cause, the evident success of which 
delighted them. 

The general secretary (Mr. J. H. Wilson), the 
general solicitor (Mr. T. Watson Brown), the 
Liverpool solicitor (Mr. Tetlow), the Cardiff 
solicitor (Mr. Jones), the Cardiff medical officér 
(Dr. De Vere Hunt), and the Goole solicitor 
(Mr. Dunn), were present; also the following 
promoters (or the old Executive) :—Messrs. 
William Airson and Johnson Henderson (Sun- 
derland), John Castle (Shields), George Cathey 
(Sunderland), George Cowrie (South Shields), J. 
Ditchbourne (South Shields), Thomas Hall 
(Shields), William Marshall (Shields), J. Longin 
(Shields), D. Clement, and J. Beckwith Lee. 

District and other Seeretaries.—Messrs. T. 
M. Walsh (London), J. Gardner (Cardiff), W. 
Nicholson (Liverpool), F. W. Young (Grimsby), 
M. E. Darby (Glasgow), H. M‘Kendrick (Dun- 
dee), J. Dench (Dublin), M. Austin (Cork), J. C. 
Thompson (Aberdeen), J. Fitzpatrick (Bristol), J. 
Phillips (Newport), and RK. Thomas (Swansea). 
W. M. Maxwell, assistant general secretary, 
and Thomas A. Hunter, clerk to general 
secretary. 

Delegates. — The foliowing districts and 
branches were represented as follows: Aber- 
deen, Mr. John Farquharson ; Ardrossan, Mr. W. 
Galbraith ; Barrow-in-Furness, Mr. James Flynn ; 
Belfast, Mr. John Braithwaith; Birkenhead, 
Mr. R. Trevellick ; Blyth, Mr. T. Hall; Bootle, 
Messrs. William Hines and Thomas McKlevitt ; 
Bristol, Mr. James Yates; Burntisland, Mr. 
Skinvrer; Cardiff, Messrs. J. Jenkins, John 
Gerrish, and — Brooks; Cork, Mr. W. Rowlands; 
Deptford, Mr. Wilkinson; Dublin, Mr. J. Johnson; 
Dundee, Mr. Edward Cowie; Fleetwood, Mr. 
John Mitchell; Glasgow, Messrs. James 
M‘Quillan, P. Duffy, and John M*‘Donald ; 
Grangemouth, Mr. Thomas Harvey ; Grays and 
Gravesem, Mr. Henry Mills; Greens Home, 
Messrs. “George Fysh and T. Matterson; 
Grimsby, Mr. Chester Chapman; Hull, Mr. 
Samuel Begg; King’s Lyan, Mr. William Bennett; 
London (Tidal Bason), Messrs. Frank Fowler and 
J. Garrie ; (Tower Hill), Mr. D. Crawley ; Leith, 
Mr. James Skinner; Liverpool, Messrs. 
Thomas Connorty and Christian Lind; 
Neweastle-on-Tyne, Mr. W. Errington; 
Newport, Mr. William Gibbs; North Shields, 
Messrs. William Brown and P. M‘Kaisey ; 
Maryport, Workington, and Whitehaven, 
Mr. J. Rush; Middlesborough, Mr. J.J. Robinson; 
Montrose and Arbroath, Mr. John R. Harrison ; 
Seaham Harbour, Mr. Henry Gunn ; Southamp- 
ton, Mr. C. E. Tizzard ; South Shields, Messrs. 
William Elger and Joseph Budd; Sunderland, 
Messrs. Nelson Lax and John Budd; Swansea, 
Mr. William Reeves; Wallsend, Mr. Charles 
Harris; West Hartlepool, Mr. George Randall ; 
Yarmouth, Mr. Doran. 

Election % Officers.—Vice-President of the 
Conference, Mr. James C. Thompson, Aberdeen. 





Standing Orders Committee: Messrs. J. J. 
Robinson, Middlesborough; G. Fysh, London ; 
J. Jenkins, Cardiff; and M‘Quillan, Glasgow. 
Doorkeeper, Mr. Stocker, Cardiff; messenger, 
Mr. Neagle, Cardiff; tellers, Messrs. Samuel 
Begg, Hull, and George Randall, Hartlepool ; 
secretary, Mr. Thomas A. Hunter. 

The President having explained the programme 
of the Congress, it was decided to meet each 
morning at 10 o'clock. 


Mr. Plimsoll Speaks. 


Mr. S. Plimsoll, who entered the hall amidst 
loud and prolonged cheering, said he would not 
trespass upon their unexpected kindness more 
than two or three minutes, because he need not 
say to them that when he came into the room 
he had not the slightest idea of making a 
speech ; but he was, nevertheless, glad of the 
opportunity of saying a few words to them. 
(Applause.)’ In 1875-6 he entreated Parliament to 
stop overloading. At that time they said, ‘‘ You 
shall have your load-line, but you may put it 


| where you like, and alter it where you please.” 


He wanted to know what they thought of a load- 
line like that. Mr. Norwood succeeded in indue- 
ing Parliament to adopt an Act like this—backed 
as he was, by the Government and the ship- 
owners. He had been working might and main 
to put some check on this overloading. (Applause. ) 
This was his fourth visit to Cardiff this year to 
look at some of the ships that went to sea 
loaded like sand barges, and he was thankful 
to say that he was wakening them up a 
little bit. It was due to the Boar of Trade 
to say that they were seconding his efforts, 
for that day he telegraphed to the marine secre- 
tary to lend him a maehine for the purpose of 
measuring the clear side of a ship, and he received 
the following telegram just before he left his 
hotel. He thought it did honour to the Board of 
Trade :— 


‘*Samuel Plimsoll, Royal Hotel, Cardiff.—Sur- 
veyors instructed as requested.—Board of Trade, 
Marine.” 


(Applause.) He had also telegraphed to Lincoln 
for a nice little thing, something like a Prayer- 
book, and which, by touching a trigger, photo- 
graphed the clear side of a ship when tie captain 
would not allow anybody to go on _ board. 
He had had a long conversation from time to 
time with Mr. Wilson, their indefatigable secre- 
tary, and also with Mr. Brown, the solicitor to 
the Union, and they wanted to make overload- 
ing impossible by introducing a short, Act into 
the next session of Parliament. He wanted their 
support, and he had drawn up a draft of a letter 
for their approval, which he suggested should be 
sent to members of Parliament asking for their 
support. The draft of that letter was as 
follows :— 
Sunderland. 

Sir,—Much loss of life results from overloading 
ships. A committee of the House of Commons was 
appointed to examine and report on this matter. On 
this committee there were seven shipbuilders, fiv 
of whom were also shipowners. Their names were 
James Laing (Sunderland), Thomas Rayden (Liver 
pool), R. Duncan (Port Glasgow), W. Denny (Dum- 
barton), W. Grey (West Hartlepool), ‘Thomas 
Sutherland (London), J. Dunn (Chief Constructor), 
and Sir E. J. Reed, K.C.B. (ex-Chief Constructor). 
The first six of these are all shipowners., The first five 
are also shipbuilders. The other names speak for 
themselves. Their report was adopted unanimously. 
They recommended a separate scale of free- 
board for each distinct type of vessel. Their recom- 
mendations were adopted by the Board of Trade and 
by Lloyd’s Registry Committee, with whom the 
Liverpool Association was just incorporated. The 
Board of Trade appointed Lloyd’s surveyors to apply 
these load-lines to individual ships, but left its appli- 
cation optional to shipowners. The owners of 2,300 
vessels out of a total of 8,930 sea-going vessels of 100 
tons and upwards have applied to have this load- 
line painted on their ships, avd 2,300 are now so 
marked. These 2,300 sufficiently prove the goodness 
of this line, but are not enough to prevent overload- 
ing, since shipowners wishing to overload will not, 
of course, apply. Mr. Rothesay, the late Wreck 
Commissioner, said in evidence that out of 67 cases 
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of missing vessels (the saddest Iot of all) 30 of the 
losses were due to overloading—(the 67 are a selec- 
tion only from 621 cases of missing ships)—and that 
out of 83 cases of foundering 30 also were due to over- 
loading. All these losses have occurred since the Acts 
of1875and 1876, when Mr. Plimsoll’s proposal to have 
the load-line fixed by the builder of the ship or by 
some other competent authority, was over-ruled in 
favour of Mr. Norwood’s proposal that the position of 
the Joad-line should be fixed by the shipowner 
hims«lf, and might be altered when he pleased. The 
committee on load-line also reported that a com- 
pulsory load-line, based on the tables now submitted 
should at no distant date be enforced. This was in 
1885; yet nothing has yet been done. It is intended 
to introduce a short bill next session solely to carry 
into effect the recommendation of the committee, 
and I am instructed by the executive of the National 
Amalgamated Seamen and Firemen’s Union to re- 
spectfully inquire if they may count upon your valu- 
able support in carrying it. Alinein reply would 
greatly oblige—Yours, &c. 

This letter would be signed by their president, 
and he had no doubt, if they backed him up, they 
would carry the bill through next ye (Enthu- 
siastic cheering.) If they didso, all those present 
and many more besides, would have the ineffable 
pleasure during the remainder of their lives of 
pointing tothe year 1890 as a year which once 
and for all put a stop to overloading. (Loud and 
continued cheers.) 

Mr. John Jenkins (Cardiff) had great pleasure 
in proposing the following resolution :— 

That we heartily welcome Mr. Samuel Plimsoll to 
the first general annual meeting of the National 
Seamen and Firemen’s Union at Cardiff. 

No one, Mr. Jenkins went on to say, felt greater 
pleasure than himself at having to move such a 
roposition as that, and having to welcome te 
ardiff, the metropolis of Wales and a large 
commercial and enterprising port, one of the 
eatest friends and advocates for seamen they 
ad inhistory. (Cheers.) He had in the House 
of Commons plodded and plodded against long 
odds and in the face of great opposition had fear- 
lessly and manfully fought for the seamen. 
(Cheers.) He had their affection, and now when 
they had banded themselves together they found 
him present to support them. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Elger (South Shields) briefly seconded. 

The Chairman, in putting the resolution to the 
meeting, said he had never known the heart of 
the working men of this country so thoroughly 
aroused and moved with sympathy with seamen 
as when Mr. Plimsoll in 1875 defied the House 
of Commons—(cheers)—and was willing, if need 
be, to be taken under the Tower on behalf of the 
humanitarian cause he so ably represented. 
(Cheers. ) 

The resolution, on being put, was carried with 
ringing cheers. 

Mr. Samuel Plimsoll thanked the members of 
the conference for the resolution, and said before 
the week was out they hoped to shew a good re- 
cord of work done, (Hear, hear.) The chairman 
had referred to the agitation of 1875. He remem- 
bered it well. Speaking of it, Sir Wilfrid Lawson 
bewailed his non-success at a meeting of tee- 
totalers, and referring to the cutting down of the 
privileges of private members, said that unless a 
man was eo. to go mad and stand on one 
leg like Plimsoll he could do nothing. (Laughter 
and cheers.) When he, the speaker, had 
stood up for the cause of the sailor he stood 
alone, without a friend to assist him. (Cheers.) 
But he had two bitter enemies. He had told 
them he would expose their doings. One of them 
said that either he or the speaker should leave 
the House of Commons. They had both left it, 
but he (Mr. Plimsoll) had left it voluntarily and 
the other had not. (Laughter and cheers.) 
Many things had happened since then ; he and 
the sailor did not now stand alone—(cheers)—and 
with a long pull, and a strong pull, and a pull 
altogether they would make things better than 
ever. (Loud cheers.) 

Councillor W. J. Trounce (Cardiff), who was 
most cordially received, said he had come expect- 
ing to meet the worthy mayor ot Cardiff, who had 
been delegated to give the conference a hearty 
weleome—(heers)—not only on behalf of the cor- 
poration, but of the inhabitants of the great sea- 
port of Cardiff. (Cheers.) He felt the conference 
was doing honour to the town, and whatever they 
could do to start the Seamen and Firemen’s 
Union upon their noble pilgrimage they would 
be happy to do. He had thought whilst sitting 
in that room that Cardiff was strangely 
geographically situated. They had on either 
side two of the greatest industrial bodies 
in the world, who not only sacrificed their best 
interests, but risked their lives for the general 

good. He referred to the miners in the North 
and the sailors in the South. (Cheers.) But up 
to the present time there had been a great dis- 
tinction between the two. (Hear, hear.) The 


miners had it in their power at any time 





to meet and consider their relations with 
other interests. The seamen had no such 
privilege. They were scattered all over the 
world, and it was but seldom they could meet to- 
ether. Consequently, their prayers in the past 

ad been unregarded. They, however, were 
arriving at a better state of things, and he hoped 
their good friend Mr. Plimsoll—(cheers)—might 
be long spared to assist in the good work he had 
80 well begun. (Cheers.) Nothing was more in- 
teresting to them now than the load-line ques- 
tion, and he thought that if they were but firm 
great measures would be adopted by the country 
in this respect. Their cause was one which must 
prevail, and he hoped by unity amongst the 
sailors that they would find their ‘est days were 
yet to come. (Cheers.) On behalf of the cor- 
poration and the inhabitants of Cardiff he wished 
the congress and those they represented every 
success. (Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman, on behalf of the congress, 
thanked Mr. Trounce for the hearty welcome he 
had accorded them. When they had heard that 
they were to be entertained by the mayor on 
behalf of a seaport such as Cardiff there was @ 
feeling of gratitude and pride. It shewed a dis- 
tinet regard for the sailor, who helped in sucha 
great degree to promote the prosperity, not onl 
of the town, but of the whole country. (Leu 
cheers. ) 

The business of the congress was then ad- 
journed until 10 o’clock on Tuesday, at the 

esser Park Hall. 


Sailors Dine Royally. 

In the evening the Mayor and Corporation of 
Cardiff entertained the Congress, and some 
gentlemen interested in shipping at a banquet 
which was served at the Royal Ho tel in excellent 
style by Mr. Burkhardt. The menu card con- 
tained well-executed miniatures of Cardiff Castle, 
the Town Hall, and the Cardiff Pierhead, 
worked into a border of nautical emblems, the 
whole forming a most appropriate souvenir of 
she congress. As the guests arrived they were 
each introduced to and welcomed by his 
Worship the Mayor (Alderman David Jones), 
who wore his robes and chain of office, The 
reception over, the way to the large room, 
where the banquet was laid, was led by his 
worship, who was preceded by the mace- 
bearers. At the banquet his worship presided, 
supported by the principal visitors to the 
Seamen’s Congress, including the principal offi- 
cials of the Sailors and Firemen’s Union, the 
Delegates, and District and Branch Secretaries, 
already named as attending the Congress, 
and §the Cardiff Corforation. The following 
were among the guests: — Lloyd’s Visitation 
Committee.—Messrs. Tindall, James Park, T. 
Serutton, J. Dixon, J. H. Worthington, M. Whit- 
will, B. Waymouth, W. Barker, H. J. Cornish, 
A Scott (local staff), A. K. Hamilton, J. G. G. 
Rule, J. E. Taylor, J. H. Mancox, H. Harton, C. 
Cooper, C. J. Rider, and F. H. Bancroft. £z- 
ecutive of Cardiff Trades’ Council.—Messrs. Jen- 
kins, Holeroft, T. Taylor, Watkins, E. ~Moger, 
G. Stevens, A. Daniels, Thomas Davies, and John 
Gardner(secretary). Vésitors.—Messrs. S. Plimsoll, 
M.P., Broadhurst, M.P., Bradlaugh, M.P., Johns 
Cardiff), T. W. Brown (solicitor), J. H. 
Wilson (general secretary), J. P. Jones (Car- 
diff, solicitor), J. J. Dunne (Goole, solicitor), 
Dr. de Vere Hunt (Cardiff, medical officer), 
Captain Cawley, R.N.R., Messrs. England, 
Maxwell, Hunter, J. Harrison (outside delegate, 
Cardiff), Walsh, Nicholson, Darby, Shepherd, 
Thompson, McKendrick, Young, Dench, Austin, 
Fitzpatrick, Phillips, Bennett, Fowler, George 
Cowie, Edward Cowie, J. J. Robinson, W.Gibbs, 
W. Errington, and the editor of SEA- 
FARING, oad in short all the representatives of 
the Union who were present at the Congress, 
whose names, &e., are Nog above in copnection 
with its meetings. he dishes and wines 
were :—Soups—Tomato a la Royale, clear oxtail. 
Fish—Turbot. Sauce—Genevoise and fillets of 
sole with white wine sauce. Entrées—Stewed 
pigeons and patties la Reine. Removes—Roast 
sirloin of beef, roast quarter of lamb and mint 
sauce, roast turkey and hen, roast ducklings. 
Roasts—Pheasants and partridges. Salad—Entré- 
mets Charlotte, with apples, Baba a la Villia 
Cardiff, pudding glace & la Mirabeau. Dessert, 
coffee, and cigars. The wines, which were of 
excellent quality and abundant in qvantity, es- 
pecially the champagne, were—Amontillado, 
Liebfraumilch, Giesler’s extra superior 1880, 
Ruinarts 1884, Chateau Dauzet 1874 ; port, Cock- 
burn’s. Men who had served before the mast 
could not help contrasting the food and wines 
with the fare served out in a ship’s forecastle. 

After the repast and the usual toasts, 


The Mayor 





to them was 


men’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland.”(Loud 
applause.) Before he began to speak to them he 
would like to express his very great pleasure in 
neeting the gentlemen who constituted the com- 
mittee of Lloyd’s Agency. (Applause.) In speak- 
ing to the toast he Saediy knew where to begin, 
because it involved the principles of Trades 
Unionism—(hear, hear)—a question very muchdis- 
puted yetamongstthedifferent sections of thecom- 
munity. There were many who said that Trades 
Unionism was an unmitigated evil, There were 
many who prophesied when Trade Unions were 
started that they would not succeed, and if the 
did succeed they would result in evil. Politica 
economists told them that it would be in vain to 
endeavour to try by any means to alter the rate 
of wages by combination, however perfect. That 
might be in charactet with the saying that things 
were ruled by the laws of supply and demelats 
and that they would be ruled by them as they 
had been hitherto. Their ore had not. 
proved correct. (Hear, hear.) They knew that 
in very many cases, where slackness of work 
ensued after a long period of briskness, wages had 
been maintained in the slack periods and good 
times had come again. Political economists proved 
by demonstration that such a thing could not suc- 
ceed, and, like the Bristol man who said it was 
oo that any steamship could cross the 
Atlantic, they proved it mathematically, and 
demonstrated that the thing could never take 
place. Steamships did cross the Atlantic, but he 
supposed that this man still stuck to his opinion 
and was not convinced. (Laughter.) And so with 
the political economists. In spite of what had 
taken place, they believed that Trades Unionism 
could not govern the wages in certain times. 
Yet, by means of a perfect, or nearly perfect, 
organisation of trades and the reserve fund which 
they had _ established, instead of a man push- 
ing himself forward for the purpose of thrusting 
his fellow out, he was content to receive what he 
could from the funds of the institution in order 
that he might obtain a bare living in the mean- 
time until good times come again. He put that fact 
against the theories of the political economists. 
(Cheers.) His worship then went on to speak of 
the hardships of sailors, hardships that exceeded 
anything that a landsman had to put up with. 
(Hear, hear.) They knew that those who worked 
in the mines in the getting of coal suffered hard- 
ships, but the sailors had to suffer hardships 
no less rigorous and continual. (Hear, hear.) 
An old writer had said ‘‘ They that go down to 
the sea in ships, that do business in great 
waters, these see the works of the Lord and the 
wonders of the deep.” No better description of 
those who followed the sea as a profession was 
ever written. (Hear, hear.) These men had 
every hardship to contend with, and it was high 
time they should be softened. This could be done 
by amalgamation and combination. (Applause.) 
There was something, however, oe the ele- 
ments the sailor had to contend with. The 
elements they could not alter, but there were 
other things they could. (Cheers.) And they 
would be altered if the men who formed the 
Union would be wise and moderate. (Cheers.) 
The mercantile navy of the United King- 
dom numbered 280,000 sailors. Of these about 
65,000, or one-fourth, belonged to the Unicn. 
(Cheers.) That being so, they had in their hands 
a power that could not fail to be felt when they 
made their just demands. (Hear, hear.) In the 
first place, they wanted better housing. Hehad 
been told that the Navy allowed 70 cubic feet per 
man. Convicts had 300 cubic feet per man. 
(‘‘Oh.”) That was not the kind of legislation th 
wanted. (Cheers.) Then they wanted better f 
(Hear, hear.) He remembered takinga voyage to 
Australia years ago, being at sea four or five 
months. The beef that was served out to them 
was humorously called ‘old horse,” ‘salt 
junk” and ‘‘ mahogany.” They could not eat it, 
and on advice they towed it over the side a couple 
of days to get away thesalt. (Laughter.) There 
were no sharks about, or God help the sharks. 
(Loud laughter.) At the end of the two days it 
seemed salter than ever. (Continued laughter.) 
They took this particular piece of beef to the 
steward, and he said it had gone three times 
across the Atlantic, and was then going to 
Australia, (Laughter.) If that was what was 
given to the passenger, what was given to the 
sailor? (A Voice : ‘‘ We get it now.”) Passing on, 
his worship said the Union intended to obtain 4 
safe load-line. (Cheers.) He did not think the 
shipowners, as a body, were worse than any other 
class, but where there was self interest it became 
the duty of men to do what they could for them- 
selves—(hear, hear)—and in the hurry for gre 
and gain they ran the risk of losing respect for 
the lives of those who were in their ships. I¢ 
was the duty of the Legislature, continued the 





said the next toast he had ee 


“The National Amalgama ailors’ and Fire: 


Mayor, to fix the load-line, and he hoped and 
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thought it would be settled in a manner satis- 
factory to the seamen as well as the large majority 
of shipowners who wanted to do right. (Loud 


cheers.) 
Mr. Wilson, 
who was warmly received, in response, said that 
with the Seamen and Firemen’s Union in this 
country he was sure that every gentleman 
resent had hearty sympathy. The Union 
fad had a very short existence, but he felt sure 
that when it was first launched on the sea of 
life the employers, the shipowners of this country, 
looked upon its establishment with a considerable 
amount of alarm. Many of them at the time ex- 
pressed themselves that if ever the Union was 
successfully established, the maritime commerce 
of this country would suffer in consequence. 
In spite of some of the opinions held by 
some of these shipowners, he was proud to say 
that the commerce of the country had not suffered 
in consequence—(hear, hear)—that, on the con- 
trary,the seamen and firemen of this country had 
been lifted up to a position of equality with other 
working men. (Hear, hear.) ot only had the 
commerce of the country not suffered, but he 
believed that it would increase and prosper in 
consequence of the establishment of the Seamen 
and Firemen’s Union. It was not for that pur- 
pose that the Union had been founded, but for the 
rotection of the workmen who sailed on the sea. 
¢ could not be denied that some shipowners 
in this country—God forbid that all ship- 
owners were alike—but some of the shipowners 
in this country had been very selfish in the way 
in which they had paid their working men, and 
in consequence of this employers who were de- 
sirous of doing good for their workmen had been 
compelled to pay them starvation wages. (Ap- 
lause.) In founding this Union he had come 
into contact with many women who had been 
left widows who had been compelled to turn out 
into the streets and prostitute their bodies to 
maintain their children and themselves. In 
consequence of the system of paying the seamen, 
many of their wives had to support them- 
selves in this manner, and that organisation 
was formed to improve the condition of things, 
and place the wives of seamen on the same foot- 
ing and equality as the wives of other working 
men. (Loud cheers.) They had been told that 
when once they got the power they would abuse 
it, but he would tell them that he never founded 
this Union for the purpose of abusing any power. 
He founded this Union for the purpose of putting 
seamen on an equality with other working men, 
and so that they mizht expect from the employer 
on the sea a fair share of the profits of labour. 
(Hear, hear.) They did not want to kill the com- 
merce of this country, and they had no desire to 
drive their shipping into the hands of foreign 
nations. Whilestriving toincrease the wages of the 
seamen of this country, they would not forget this 
fact—that they must strive to encourage the 
foreign seamen to follow their example. (Hear, 
fiear.) He did not think that combination would 
im’ any way dull the intellects of the seamen. 
(Hear, hear.) He felt sure that the honour which 
the Corporation of Cardiff had conferred upon the 
seamen that evening would not be soon forgotten. 
(Cheers.) It would, he felt sure, have a beneficial 
feet. The report would go forth to the world 
at the sailors had now been recognised. They 
would feel that the time when they were utterly 
forgotten had passed. (Cheers.) They would see 
that the employers had some respect for them— 
they had some with them that night—(cheers)— 
ot that they were desirous of doing good for 
their, workmen. Seamen had been low down in 
social scale, but the seamen and firemen were 
partly to blame themselves for that, as they had 
a till now united like other workmen.  (Ap- 
ause, ) 
_, At this point Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, M.P., 
entered the room, and was very cordially re- 
ceived, 
. Mr. Wilson, continuing, said he hoped during 
ab ensuing week of the conference the seamen 
and firemen would establish a widows’ and 
orphans’ fund, without the aid of the shipowner 
gr of the philanthropist. (Cheers.) They had not 
one outside their own ranks to form their 
Union, and he believed the shipowners of the 
country would hail with delight its formation, 
for they would have less difficulty in every way. 
(Cheers, ) 
Mr. Plimsoll. 


Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, who was received with 
loud cheers, proposed the toast of ‘The Merean- 
tile Marine of the United Kingdom.” He said 
‘time was precious, and his share of it necessarily 
‘Timited, so he would begin in the middle. There 
was not a colliery in the United Kingdom where 
‘there was not acheckweighman appointed by the 
miners themselves, who saw that the produce of 

ir labour was fairly weighed at bank, so that 





they might not be cheated of their earnings. Was 
not life more valuable than pence? (Hear, hear.) 


His earnest advice to sailors was to appoint the'r | 


own inspector at every port, beginning at the 
dead-weight ports, whose sole duty it should be 
to note the trim of every vessel sailing or enter- 
ing, and whoshould immediately report all bad 
cases of overloading in duplicate—one to be 
given to the local officers of the Board of Trade 
and one to be sent to Whitehall. (Cheers.) Sea- 
men could do more in a month now than it 
had been possible for him (the speaker) to 
do in a year. Sir William Harcourt had 
the merit of having made this invaluable 
suggestion. (Cheers.) His (Mr. Plimsoll’s) rider 
to if was that the inspector should carry with 
him a small photographic camera—it ‘was less 
in size than a cigar-box; this he could bring 
round from under his arm, and then, by touching 
a trigger, he could obtain instantly a photegraph 
of the ship’s side. He himself nfade a beginning 
in that course some time ago, and he exhibited 
photographs that were some of the first-fruits. 
*hotographs, they knew, could not lie, but some 
managing owners of ships were past masters in 
the art—(hear, hear)—and could even in the 
clearest cases produce what was called a conflict 
of evidence. (Hear, hear.) To outward observers 
at that moment he dared say there were but 
few indications that the sailor’s fags —as 
he might call it—was in any peculiar position ; 
but to his apprehension the present was a 
crisis in the history of a subject, a crisis from 
which they might well look back with some de- 
gree of satisfaction to what had been accom- 
plished, and a time from which they might 
reasonably look forward with hope to that which 
was still before them. 


ROTTEN SHIPS. 


At the beginning of his agitation no inquiry 
had ever been made into the loss of a cargo- 
carrying vessel, even if she were lost with all 
hands. That certainly was not the case at the 
present time. (Cheers.) How did they find the 
matter stand as regarded rotten ships—to take 
the most obvious defect that they essayed to 
remedy? He would give one or two instances 
that came under his own observation, and close 
with the evidence of a competent witness who 
appeared before the Royal Commission on Unsea- 
worthy Ships which was granted to his prayer. 
It would scarcely seem credible to many of them 
—to those resident in that town who knew about 
seafaring men it would not seem so incredible, 
but to those from inland towns it would appear 
incredible, and in the course of a few years it 
would seem fabulous—to hear of the state in 
which many of their ships were. sent to sea, bear- 
ing precious lives with them. ‘Hear, hear.) He 
had known a very leaky ship to be laden with 
bricks. Now, the absorbent power of a brick was 
very great ; they might pour a pint of water 
upon a single brick without a drop of it reaching 
the ground. So that, in addition to having a 
leaky ship, they had one from which it was im- 
possible to pump the water as it came in, because 
it was instantly absorbed by the cargo. That 
ship was never heard of again. On another 
oceasion he was informed—and he believed it, 
because he knew the people with whom he was 
then corresponding—that a vessel was prepared 
for seain one of the northern ports, which he could 
name, but she was found to be leaking so badly 
that an Ne, ge was resorted to to partially 
stop the leaks so that they might get her out to 
sea. Baskets were filled with sawdust, and long 
ropes were tied to each handle ; these baskets were 
dropped over the bow of the vessel and were drawn 
from side to side under her keel, so that the saw- 
dust might be drawn into the seams by the action 
of the water, and so temporarily stcp the leaks. 
(**Oh.”) He thought he had heard of something 
like this being done in years past on the Car- 
diff Flats. (‘Many atime.”) The next day 
he heard from a gentleman at Scarborough 
that whilst he was bathing on a _ fine, 
calm, sunshiny mening he saw a vessel in the 
offing, with all her sails set, suddenly disappear 
—simply go down. Whether she was the identical 
vessel he had just described ornothecould notsay. 
Again, in another port on the north-east coast on 
one occasion a very old, battered brig of 250 tons 
was sold by auction for £50, which was 4s. per 
ton, but the price per ton of a good vessel would 
be from £10 to £14. To the great surprise and 
alarm of the late owner,the purchaser commenced 
to nail patches upon her, and to cover her with 
a coat of tar, preparatory to sending her to sea 


again. 
A Bad Case. 
She was sent to sea in spite of all remonstrances 
and she was lost. That was before the Act was 


= which gave the Board of Trade power to 
etain and, if need be, to order the destruction of 





unseaworthy ships. As he was aware that in 
siving details of matters that had come more or 
ess within his own knowledge he ran the risk 
of being contradicted upon matters of detail by 
shipowners, whose utmost ingenuity seemed to be 
exercised whenever he spoke to find out some re 
posed inaccuracy in what he had stated, he would 
turn to the evidence of Mr. W. Wawn, the sur- 
veyor employed for mazy years ky the Board of 
Trade. In response to the Duke of Somerset, 
this was the evidence he gave :— 


“You are a surveyor under the Board of Trade, I 


| believe?” 


wee oy 

**Have you known many ships broken up on 
account of their age?” 

**T cannot say that I know of any cases where they 
have been broken up.” 

‘* What becomes of these vessels? Do they go on 
till they are lost?” 

**T suppose so.” 


This they would find on page 123 of the minutes 
of evidence of the Royal Commission on Unsea- 
worthy Ships. Other witnesses gave similar 
evidence that up to that time no vessels were 
broken up on account of their unfitness to go to 
sea. They were kept afloat as long as they would 
float, and then were lost—in many cases to the 

reat advantage of their owners. As one result, 

ow did this subject stand now? Well, in 1875 
(when Sir Wilfrid Lawson facetiously described 
him as a man who had gone mad and stood on 
one leg) he got an Act of Parliament passed con- 
ferring upon the Board of Trade power to detain 
and, if necessary, order the destruction of 
vessels which were found unseaworthy after a 
suitable examination. In a paper in the April 
number of the Nineteenth Century of this year 
(1889) Mr. Serutton, a large shipowner, stated 
that gn 5, Bay 10 years from 1879 to 1889, 3,146 
ships had been broken up under the Act. But 
he commenced with 1879, whereas the Act was 
passed in 1875, and was rigorously applied during 
those four years. If they added the average for 
those four years to his total, they would get 
upwards of 4,400 vessels which had been broken 
up, but which would, supposing the agitation 
had not taken place, have gone to sea again and 
pe until they had gone to the bottom. (Hear, 

ear. 

Overloading. 


Let them take another aspect of the matter, 
and compare the past with the present. As to 
overloading, he would read one or two passages 
from a statement which he made at the time, 
and which hal been proved to be strictly 
accurate in every particular. It was from the 
annual report of the Board of Trade at that 
time, and the passages ran as follows: ‘‘If this 
number is again sub-divided, it will be found 
that about one-half of it is represented by 
the unseaworthy, overladen, or ill - found 
vessels of the collier class, chiefly employed 
in the coasting trade. For the six years ending 
in 1868 the number is more than half.” The 
next quotation was from the same authority. 


. Speaking of the force of wind at the time those 


various vessels were lost it said: ‘‘ 856 when the 
wind was at force six or under ”—that was to say 
when the force of thewind did not exceed a stron 
breeze in which ships could carry single reef an 
top-gallant sails; ‘* that 149 when the wind was at 
force seven or eight,” or a moderate to afresh gale, 
when a.ship, if properly found,manned, and navi- 
gated, could keep the sea with safety. He would, 
owever, supply them with some other instances 
or illustrations of that. He received a letter from 
Constantinople, written by Admiral Commerell, 
speaking of the dangerous over-laden condition of 
vessels proceeding to England, grain laden, 
haying come from the Black Sea. The letter said 
that the captain of one ship was so sure that in 
the event of bad weather they should founder in 
the Bay of Biscay that he made a bundle of his 
clothing, his money, his watch, and things he 
valued, and sent them to his wife by another 
ship. (‘‘Shame.”) That was the last heard of 
that man. (‘‘Shame.”) On two occasions, also, 
he had received letters from dead men. One 
wasiin the case of a man about to sail from 
Huelva in a vessel loaded with copper ore 
for Swansea. He said the vessel had four 
inches of side on one side and five inches on the 
other. He begged him (Mr. Plimsoll) not to 
slacken in the efforts he was making for seamen, 
because, he said, vessels frequently left that port 
for the ey in the Bristol Channel so deeply 
loaded that their only chance of making the 
passage safely was to have fair weather all the 
way. When he received that letter, which was 
posted at Huelva, he found that the writer was at 
the bottom of the sea with all the rest of the crew 
and with the vessel which he had described. 
(‘‘Shame,’ and ‘“‘Murder.”) He also received 
another letter under similar circumstances, and 
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In relation to another case. But he would com. 
plete that part of what he had to say by 
telling them of a second officer named Burnett, 
who was on board a vessel sailing from one of the 

orts on the east coast. His vessel was deeply 
oaded, and in addition she had a large number of 
casks of petroleum on the deck, which were not 
lashed. Four seamen deserted her at the last 
moment. A friend of Burnett's entreated him not 
to go in a vessel which was so deeply loaded. 
Burnett explained that he had a wife who was 
bed-ridden, and, as he called it, had been **‘ down 
for three months,” and that he also had 
children, and he said, ‘‘ What am Ito do? I 
am behind-hand in the world.” His friends remon- 
strated with him and said that by going out in 
the ship he was not helping his wife and children. 
But still he went, and he, too, made a bundle of 
everything valuable belonging to him which was 
on board, evenso far as changing his best uniform 
which he had on, and wearing an old suit, and alt 
these things he sent to his wife in case anything 
happened. Something did happen. (‘* Shame, 
and ‘‘ Murder.”) Whether the vessel was burned 
by the smashing of petroleum barrels, or whether 
she was simply overwhelmed by the excessive 
draught of water no one could tell. She was never 
heard of again. 


THE LOAD-LINE. 


That was thecondition of things previous to 1870. 
How didit stand now? Well, there was a con- 
siderable improvement, but not so much improve- 
ment as might have been. The Act of 1876, 
though it had enabled much good to be done, was 
exceedingly defective in many particulars. The 
load-line which he suggested to the House of 
Commons to adopt was one which was to be 
“fixed to the side of the ship by the ship- 
builder or some otber competent authority.” 
But Mr. Norwood—(hisses)—the late mem- 
ber for Hull, induced the House of Commons 
to substitute for these words, words which 
left the fixing of the position of the load- 
line to the owner of the ship, “who also had power 
to alter the position of the load-line whenever 
he pleased. (‘*On the funnel.”) One did 

ut iton thefunnel. Now, as the only reason 
or having a load-line at all was to obtain 
some check upon the overloading propensities of 
certain shipowners, it seemed to him utter folly 
to leave to the shipowner the discretion of 
placing the load-line where he pleased. (Hear, 
ear.) They might just as reasonably leave it to 
a grocer to determine how many ounces he 
would sell for a pound as leave an overloading 
shipowner power to put a load-line where 
he liked. (Hear, hear.) Parliament, in fact, 
stultified itself, and said in effect to him, “‘ Yes, 
we will have a load-line,” but, aside to the owner 
of the ship, ‘‘ You may put it where you like.” 
(Applause.) The honest shipowners were them- 
selves so disgusted and amused at this gullibility 
of the House of Commons in listening to Mr. 
Norwood, that some of them immediately painted 
@ load-line upon the bulwarks of their ships 
—that is, above the deck line—while one 
man, with still ter contempt of Parlia- 
ment and of Mr. Norwood’s suggestion, painted 
a load-line on the smoke-stack of his steamer ; 
and yet another painted it high up on his mast. 
(Laughter.) It was no laughing matter for 
the sailors. (Hear, hear.) These instances would 
shew them what sensible shipowners in their 
mercantile navy thought of Mr. Norwood’s load- 
line. But still, strange to say, the mere fact of 
having a load-line upon a ship had not been 
without considerable good effect. For example, 
many shipowners were glad to have their vessels 
overloaded, and to get the profits of it, but were 
too cowardly to give plain directions to their 
—— to overload. Their minds and wishes were 
well understood by their captains, who knew well 
that if they returned with a reasonable load they 
would have to find some other employment ; but 
still the owners shirked giving plain instructions 
tothe captains to overload their vessels. When, 
however, it came to putting a load-line on the side 
of their ships, they had the eyes of their neighbours 
upon them, and many a man felt constrained to 
assign a reasonable position to the load-line for 
fear of what his townspeople would say in case he 
failed. Overloading, therefore, from that cause, 
and also on account of the greater vigilance in re- 
ard to vessels since that time, had considerably 
) neon though to nothing like the extent to 
which he hoped to see it reduced in the coming 
session of Parliament. Much more, however, 
remained to be done. Mr. Rothery, the late wreck 
commissioner, in his evidence given before the 
Royal Commission on Loss of Life at Sea in 1885, 
said that out of 85 inquiries which had been 
held before his court into cases of foundering, no 
less than 30 of them had been found due to over- 
loading ; and that out of 65 cases of missing 
vessels inquired into byjhis court, 30 also of these 





were ascertained to have been lost from over- 
loading, involving the fearful loss of no fewer than 
598 lives. The whole 65 cases sacrificed 1,392 
lives (this between 1880 and 1884), and, further, 
it must be noted those 65 were only a selection, 
the total number of missing vessels posted at 
Lloyd’s in that period being 621 ships. Now, 
nothing could be clearer than that, had we had a 
real load-line in 1876, instead of Mr. Norwood’s 
sham load-line, these losses could not have oc- 
curred. (Hear, hear.) 


THE LOAD-LINE COMMITTEE. 

They had also the report of a load-line com- 
mitteee, which was appoiuted during Mr.Chamber- 
lain’s tenure of office as President of the Board of 
Trade. He really thought that that committee 


was one of the very best and strongest committees * 


that was ever empaneled. Forseeing the great 
danger of shipowners objecting to its conclusions, 
and impugning the mode of procedure, the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade with rare prescience 
and sagacity took care that the ship-owning in- 
terest should be, not merely fully, but even over- 
represented upon that committee. He would 

ive them the names of the committee-men. 

he first six names were all shipowners: J. 
Laing, Sunderland ; T. Royden, Liverpool ; R. 
Duncan, Port Glasgow ; W. Denny, Dumbarton ; 
W. Gray, West Hartlepool ; and T. Sutherland, 
chairman of the Peninsular and Oriental Com- 
pany. The next two names needed no explana- 
tion ; Sir E. J. Reed, the ex-Chief-Constructor to 
her Majesty’s navy,and J. Dunn,of the Admiralty. 
The other members were: F. Elgar, Director of 
Dockyards ; Captain Kennedy (captain of an 
American liner); and a man who, of all others 
in England, perhaps, understood most about 
ships and what they could do, Benjamin Martell, 
Lloyd’s chief surveyor. He could not con- 
ceive a committee stronger for the purpose than 
that. They saw that the shipowners were amply 
represented upon it, but he had to call their atten- 
tion to one other circumstance in connection 
with it. Mr. Chamberlain, with commendable 
sagacity, in selecting shipowners to represent 
their class, selected those shipowners who were 
also shipbuilders, and whose professional know- 
ledge as shipbuilders held in check the natural 
tendency of shipowners to overload. (Cheers.) The 
committee, so constituted, set about its work in a 
most business-like manner, and laboured with 
singular industry and persistence at the task set 
before them. They first of all visited every 
port of any consequence in the United Kingdom 
to converse with shipowners, shipbuilders, ship 
captains, seamen, and others on the subject of 
overloading, after which they returned to London 
and settled down to the reception of evidence and 
the discussion of ge until their task was 
accomplished. They found—as his hearers would 
no doubt know—that there were a great variety 
of ships ; there were iron ships and wooden ships, 
there were steamships and sailing ships, there 
were full-rigged vessels, and there were barques, 
and brigs, and cutters, and sloops ; there were 
ships with plenty of sheer, and there were vessels 
with decks as level as a skittle - alley ; and 
it was perfectly obvious that any special 
load-line which had relation to the depth of hold 
merely and the inches of free-board suitable to 
that depth of hold would be of little use. Deegan 
If they had taken every single ship afloat, an 
had considered the case of that ship and settled a 
load-line for it, their work would not have been 
done more thoroughly, or even so thoroughly, as 
they didit. It was obvious that in the course he 
had just sketched, after some dozen cases or less, 
had been settled, the committee would have come 
on some case precisely like those already disposed 
of. This would have been still more frequent as 
the work progressed, and by-and-bye it would 
have been found that the various types of ship 
afloat had been exhausted. (Hear, hear.) 


WHAT THE COMMITTEE DID. 


The committee considered the case of every dis- 
tinct type of ship afloat separately, carefully, ex- 
haustively, and framed a scale of freeboard for 
that particular type, varying, of course, with the 
size and other dimensions of the vessel. Each 
separate type was thus dealt with, and the result 
was so carefully and patiently wrought out, * by 
thoroughly considering every important point” 
(vide report), that the committee presented its 
report with the very unusual recommendation— 
that it was not a report of a majority, but the 
report of every daate man on the committee. 
(Applause.) The various scales of freeboard which 
they recommended, not only did perfect justice 
as between one ship and another of the same 
edass, butas between ships of one class and ships 
of another class; so that they rose from their 
labours feeling that they had recommended seales 
of freeboard which allowed every vessel afloat to 
be loaded to her maximum carrying capacity with 





safety. (Loud cheers.) ‘It will be observed (vide 
report of load-line committee) by the tables that 
they refer exclusively to ae vessels, 
. . . « Butit must be understood that under 
any circumstances those tables contain the maxi- 
mum loading that should be permitted to any 
class of vessel.” These were the words of the 
report of the committee. Was that result, then, 
welcomed by the shipowners? Well, he had 
no doubt it was by honest and fair-dealing ship- 
owners, but the others cast about still for some 
objection to raise against it, and their objections 
were framed in a supplementary document, which 
was issued immediately after the report, and in 
which occurred these words : 


“The first matter to which we would refer is that 
if a compulsory load-line should be resolved upon, it 
will be necessary to apply the same limitations to 
vessels under foreign flags as to our own vessels 
when loading in this country or in the Colonies of 
Great Britain. We allude to this—which would 
seem, indeed, to be an obvious necessity—because it 
has been brought before us in evidence that foreign 
vessels are frequently grave offenders in respect of 
overloading.” 


Dying Hard. 


They died hard, those overloading shipowsers. 
They had fought so strenuously against any con- 
trol upon their fatal practices that the seamen 
only gained upon them by very slow degrees. The 
first step gained was 34 and 35 Vic., c. 110, 1871, 
which prescribed marking upon the stem and 
sternpost of the ship a scale of feet counting up- 
wards from the keel. Clause 4 and clause 5 
enacted that the Board of Trade might record also 
the actual draught of the ship when loaded. The 
second was 36 and 37 Vic, c 85, 1871, 
which in clause 3 enacted that the scale 
should be marked on each side of both stem and 
sternpost; clause 4 enacted that, besides the 
draught of water of the ship, the height of the 
slear side should be recorded (¢.e., from the sur- 
lace of the water to the main deck). The third 
was 38 and 39 Vic., c. 88, 1875, which in clause 5 
enacted the marking of the deck-line outside, and 
clause 6 enacted that the load-line should also be 
painted on the outside, but—where the owner 
pleased. The fourth was 39 and 40 Vic., c. 80, 
1876, which in clause 13 expressly gave power to 
the Board of Trade to apply to foreign ships loading 
in our ports the enactments against over- 
loading. All those things, though good so far as 
they went, were only feeble checks upon the 
practice of overloading. Now, however, they had 
got, thanks to the labours of the committee, @ 
perfectly trustworthy and accurate load-line, 
which would enable every single ship afloat to 
be loaded to her maximum carrying capacity. 
(Cheers.) He had made a brief review of their 
position at the time of the commencement of the 
agitation, not in every particular, which would 
take too long, but in connection with rotten ships 
and overloading. He thought he 
shewn that a degree of improvement under 
each heading had been made which might well 
prompt them to thank God, and to take couegm, 
as tothe work which lay before them. (Low 


applause. ) 
What Next? 


What did they want now. He had recentl 
been asked by a great authority that question, an 
his answer to them, as to him, was ‘‘ We want too 
many things to give us the remotest chance of 
securing them by legislation in one session.” We 
must be content to obtain the necessary reforms 
one by one. One session one reform. That course 
pence f permit of each a proposal (being the 
only one for the time before the country and 
before the House) to be amply and clearly stated, 
to be fully discussed, and to be subject to criti- 
cism so exhaustive that they could scarcely fail 
to arrive at a reasonable and satisfactory result. 
(Applause.) The subjects that required reform in 
his opinion (and he believed it would be shortly 
the expressed and adopted opinion of more than 
himself) was that they wanted a decisive check 
to be put on the praciive of overloading. (Loud 
applause.) Secondly, they wanted a reason- 
able regulation of deck cargoes. — (Hear, hear.) 
Thirdly, they wanted the restoration of the Jaw 
which required the construction of watertight 
bulkheads. (Hear, hear.) Fourthly, they re- 
quired that the food supply of their seamen should 
be subject to an examination, like the food 
which was exposed in shambles for their use and 
for his, and that the accommodation should be 
subject to inspection, as lodging-houses were there, 
and the application to seamen of the Employers 
Liability Act. (Cheers.) Fifthly, they wanted 
that ships should take a reasonable number of 
men, and not be po rere a 
should require a sufficient, but not vexatio 
surve of | structure. Seventhly, they should 
ask that insurance should displace the —— 
practise of underwriting. And, elghthly, they 
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should discuss the best method of governing in 
future the mercantile marine of Great Britain. 
(Loud cheers.) Now, it was quite obvious that 


they could not get all those at once. Every 
one of them would take time, for the reason 
given. The order in which they should be 
taken had been determined by the value of 
the reforms aud the degree of opposition which 
was likely to ‘be eucountered. They had 
taken the easic:: first. But there still re- 


mained one objeviion which was raised, and 
which had been gnoted to them. It was said, 
“Yes, this is all very good, but you must 
make the foreigner do it, tov.” Now, the short 
and complete answer to that was that the law 
now was all they professed to wish to make it. — 

Mr. W. H. Tindall said he presumed that it 
was in his position as chairman of Lloyd’s 
Register of Britivl: and Voreign Shipping that he 
was asked to return thanks on behalf of the mer- 
cantile marine. Their association was a volunta 
one, and as nine-tenthis of the tonnage now build- 
ing was classed in their register, he believed he 
could say that they had the confiderse of ship- 
owners, merchants, and underwriters. (A plause.) 
As regarded sailors and firemen, he would suggest 
that when they looked for a ship, they should 
see how she was classed. (Hear, hear.) If she 
was not classed, they should look for another. 
(Applause.) They should also see whether the 
letters “‘L.R.” were placed upon the load-line. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. Serutton, Shipowner, 


said this was the first time he had had the plea- 
sure of seeing their good friend Mr. Plimsoll in 
the flesh, and he tendered him his hearty thanks 
for the services he had rendered to the cause of 
the mercantile marine. een? He could 
say no more of Mr. Plimsoll than this, that he 
believed him to be a thoroughly honest man, 
and, sayfng that, there he would leave it. He 
hoped that before that meeting was over he would 
have the pleasure of shaking hands with Mr. 
Plimsoll. He need not say that the interest 
of the mercantile marine in this country 
was of supreme importance. (Hear, hear.) 
It was the largest industrial institution 
in this wealthy land. No one single interest 
that could be named -had invested in its 
management anything like the money that was 
invested in the mercantile marine. He was within 
the mark when he said they might put it down 
at one hundred miliions. He would only ask that 
this trade should be treated with the care and the 
seriousness which it deserved. They had been told 
by their good friend Mr. Plimsoll a number of 
things that evening which called for serious re- 
mark. It was utterly impossible for him at a 
moment’s notice, and without any preparation, to 
be enabled to deal with all the cases which he 
quoted, but it was within his power to deal with 
one point which had been referred to by 
Mr. Plimsoll. He would deal with that one 
point only, in order to enforce upon them 
the necessity that before they allowed them- 
selves to utter anything in reference to this great 
interest, they should take the most ample care 
toascertain that what they said was absolute 
and literal truth. (Applause.) He would put 
it to any assembly of Englishmen or any 
assembly of Welshmen whether he was_ask- 
ing an unreasonable thing. (‘* No,” and ap- 
plause.) Now, one of the things that Mr. Plim- 
soll put before them was this—‘‘ One of the 
things that we intend to go in for is the pro- 
hibition of deckloads in winter across the Atian- 
tic.” Surely Mr. Plimsoll had forgotten that there 
was a clause in an Act of Parliament which 
vas most rigidly enforeed. (‘‘No, no,” and 
sproar.) He had been absolutely silent when Mr. 
i"imsoll and Mr. Wilson were speaking. He said 
there was aclanse in an Act of Parliament which 
was, so far as London was concerned, rigidly en- 
foreed, which enacted a heavy penalty—£5 a ton 
—on every ton of deckload brought into_ the 
country between the Ist of November and the 
16th of April. (Hear, hear, and ‘‘No.”) He knew 
ithimself, because he happened to know that year 


after year some of his vessels bringing timber to. 


this country overlapped the Ist of November by 
& day or two. He had on such occasions 
to send in a letter stating the circumstances 
“-when the vessel sailed, what was the 
average lenoth of the voyage, and requesting 
that the matter might be passed over. That was 
the law of the land, and as far as London was 
concerned it was rigidly enforced. That was the 
only test he would apply that evening to the 
statement made by Mr. Plimsoll, and he would 
ask them whether it was not diametrically opposed 
to what Mr. Plimsoll had said. (‘* No, no,” ap- 

lause, and uproar.) Ie asked them whether Mr. 

limsoll conveyed to their minds that there was a 
law prohibiting deck-loads between November Ist 
sid April 16th, He would ask whether: if in « 


. 





matter so important he (the speaker) was able dis- 
tinetly to call into question the statement Mr. 





Plimsoll had made, he was not justified in request- 


ing them to hold their judgment in suspense in re- 
gard to some of the other questions that had been 
spoken about. He would ask in all seriousness 
whether in an assembly ofearnest men who had met 
in conference in regard to this important interest 
such talk as putting the load-line upon the bul- 
warks, upon thefunnel, and upon the mast was 
to the point. (‘‘Shame” and uproar.) They 
should deal with this question in absolute serious- 
ness, because the interests at stake were so im- 
portant. That was all he claimed. If a man 
did wrong, punish him. (Hear, hear.) There 
was no gentleman sitting alongside him at 
the table who would not echo those words. 
(Applause.) If those in charge of their lives, 
whether they sailed with them or for them, did 
what was wrong, punish them ; but he would beg 
of them not to cast broadcast throughout the 
country staterhents which, he ventnr>’ *» say,be- 
fore they were uttered should be cui checked 
and examined. (Applause.) If they impressed 
the public generally that their statements were 
not absolutely trustworthy, they would do their 
cause an immensity of mischief. (Hear, hear.) 
Let the British publie get an idea that a man in- 
quired and thougl it beforehe spoke; that man then 
spoke with a voice which none could resist. But 
let the impression get abroad that there was a 
little laxity in his statements, and then, even 
when he had the truth absolutely on his side, he 
would have the greatest difficulty in impressing 
the hearts of the people in the way that his good 
friend, Mr. Plimsoll, had been able to do in the 
House of Commons. (Applause.) And, therefore, 
dealing with this subject, he did not hesitate, 
with all the solemnity which was called for, to 
ask those who had the conduct of this matter in 
she future not to allow themselves any rest until, 
by the most diligent search and the most diligent 
and anxious inquiry, they found that the basis 
upon which they rested was the basis of undis- 
puted fact. (Hear, hear.) He only wanted to 
say one word with regard to the amalgamated 
Union, that the efforts on the part of the seamen 
and firemen had his most 
Hearty Sympathy. 

(Agieonen and laughter.) In this matter he spoke 
only for himself. He did not occupy any official 
position with regard to the merchant marine while 
in Cardiff, and he was perfectly at liberty to ex- 
press his own individual opinion. He did not 
think it was possible that the sailors and firemen 
could get justice unless they combined. 
(Cheers.) He was one of those who held most 
distinctly that, situated as they were, especially 
as seamen who were here to-day and away to- 
morrow, some form of combination was absolutely 
necessary for their own protection. (Hear, hear.) 
He would say to them simply two things. 
The first of these was this. He advised the 
sailors to take care that the Union was managed 
by themselves. (Hear, hear.) Let them be very 
careful that none got inte the management and 
usurped authority unless it was with their 
sanction and their approval. (Applause.) There 
was a tendency when a matter was everybody’s 
business for some to get in and exercise 
authority, which was not right. They must see 
that their affairs were managed by the seamen 
and the firemen. As they had had experience 
in London they knew there was such a thing as 
common Christianity. When they saw Cardinal 
Manning, the Bishop of London, and the 
Lord Mayor standing within two feet of each 
other in the Dock House at Leadenhall - street, 

re to see the directors with regard to the 

ockers’ claims, he said there was such a thing as 
a common Christianity—that was, certain prin- 
ciples which combined all men. There was an 
interest which they had in common, and so long as 
they each of them recognised that interest things 
were likely to go well. (Applause.) But directly 
the sailors moved off from their centre into the 
interest which he could only describe as a selfish 
one, they would get into difficulties. Now, 
perhaps a man who had an interest in a 
steamer had to put down a large sum of money, 
say £10,000, £20,000, or up to £60,000. e 
had to run a good deal of risk, and he reason- 
ably expected some return for his money. On the 
other hand the sailors were entitled to such a 
wage that they could live in comfort, that their 
wives could live in comfort, and that their cbil- 
dren could live in comfort—(hear, hear)—and, 
therefore, there was such a thing as mutual 
interest on the part of owners, captains, officers, 
seamen and firemen. (Applause.) in the demands 
which they made, in the requests which they 
preferred, in the things they tried to get, he asked 
them to have this before thea. that it was for 
their common interesi. (Loud ches.) 

Alderman Waring next proposed the health of 








‘*The Visitors.” He wished the sailors every 
—e and hoped they would work together 
or their common interests and for the interests 

of the wholecountry. (Applause.) 


Mr. Bradlaugh Speaks. 


Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, M.P., who had a 
hearty reception, said since he hed been in the 
room he had heard something said about 2 Sea- 
men’s Pension Bill. He had never been asso- 
ciated with such a bill, and he should never think 
of being so, because he thought that those things 
were better done by the men themselves than by 
the House of Commons. (Applause.) It would 
be a terrible mistake for organised men of every 
industry if their grievances could all be redressed 
by Parliament. The bulk of them would 
really be better redressed by themselves. 
(Hear, hear.) With regard to the Employers’ 
Liability Act, he would point out that wien the 
matter was before the Select Committee in 1886 
the great difficulty they had, and he knew it, be- 
cause he never missed one sitting—(applause)— 
was to learn what the seamen wanted them to 
legislate upon, and he regretted that the Bill of 
1888, which embodied the recommendation of the 
Committee of 1886, did not include the seamen 
and firemen within the scope of the Employers’ 
Liability Act. (Applause.) Let him have facts, 
and none should stop him. He was one of those 
who did not believe that the Employers’ 
Liability Act would work with the magic results 
which some people thought. (Hear, hear.) It 
was quite clear that the mischief of which 
they complained was very often the result of a 
desire on the part of a man to benefit his family, 
to take risks upon him, not unnaturally, which, 
whatever might be the statute, would not give 
him any remedy. The evidence before the com- 
mittee was so overwhelming that only a very 
small proportion came within the scope of such a 
thing as an Act of Parliament. He believed that 
all schemes of pension and insurance were better 
done voluntarily and without the help of Parlia~ 
ment. He avowed he did not understand those 
who on the one hand claimed Parliamentary help 
and said “‘ Stand off” on the other. No statute 
would protect men on the ocean or anywhere else 
unless the men were organised together and were 
represented by men of fair intellect able to put 
their case before the law courts—unless in every 
way the men could fight their own battle. 
(Cheers.) Let them not imagine that an Act of 
Parliament was a magician’s wand, which would 
make good that which would otherwise be bad. 
(Hear, hear.) Asffar as he was’ concerned, he 
would take no action until he knew the facts— 
(hear, hear)—and he would plead no cause which 
he had got convinced himself was just. He would 
plead that and none other. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. James Dixon then gave the toast of ‘‘ The 
Mayor and Corporation of Cardiff.” 

The toast having been drunk with musical 
honours, 

The Mayor, in responding, said he did not know 
of any more 


Important Gathering 


than that of the Seamen’s Congress that had met 
in Cardiffduring his memory. (Cheers.) He ad- 
vised moderation to the members of the Union. 
He had been struck with the importance of what 
he had heard that night. He had listened to Mr. 
Plimsoll with considerable delight and pleasure, 
but both sides should be weighed. (Hear, hear.) 
But when they considered the great question 
which affected the safety of ships—the load-line 
—it had struck him as most singular that the 
gentleman (Mr. Norwood) who had proposed that 
the load-line should be permissive had occupied 
so prominent a position with regard to the London 
Dock Strike. It seemed to him that the charae- 
teristic of that gentleman shewed itself right 
through. (Hear, hear.) In conclusion, he also 
recognised the importance of the visit of the Com- 
mittee of a egister, and to them also he 
gave a cordial welcome. (Cheers. ) 

‘Rule Britannia” was then sung and the pro- 
ceedings terminated. 

During the evening an excellent niusical pro- 
gramme was rendered, the following being the 
principal items: ‘ Alone on the Raft,” Madame 
Clarke ; ‘‘ The Longshoreman,” Mr. R. Elliott ; 
‘‘Jack’s Yarn,” Mr. Proud; ‘‘ Matrimonee,” 
Madame Clarke ; ‘‘ M‘Carthy’s Widow,” Mr. R. 
Elliott ; ‘‘ Anchored,” Mr, Proud. 

On Tuesday, at the Congress, 


Mr. Plimsoll 


shewed the instruments he had referred to the 
previous night for correctly ascertaining the 
clear side of a ship—whether by “— measure- 
ment or photography. (Applause.) ‘here would 
be a market for them yet. (Applause.) He 
wanted to say a word or two in reply to Mr. 
Serutton’s remarks of the previous night. It 
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would be remembered that Mr. Scrutton said 
that the law prohibited deck-loading, and that 
he had been applied to for a fine for infringing 
it. Now, he had in his pocket a copy of an even- 
ing paper of Monday, October 7, which reported 
the arrival of the largest cargo of deals ever im- 
ported into the Bristol Channel ports, viz., 1,274 
standards of timber. Now each standard weighed 
two and a half to three tons. A friend of his, 
after hearing this, jumped up in bed _ as if he had 
found himself on the business end of a tin-tack— 
(laughter)—and that gentleman had gone to see 
what the deck cargo referred to was,and he would 
no doubt be here micthy. In their docks the pre- 
vious day two vessels were unloading a deck 
cargo of pit-props, which were as slippery as ice 
forthe men to walk over. A further case was 
that of the Fanny Bertha, at a port called Mee- 
sham, which turned over on four men. He 
himself saw deck cargo being unloaded, and the 
cargo stood higher than the head of a man who 
was lifting the deals. (Hear, hear.) He was 
told of another cargo in a Bristol Channel port 
where 207 standards of timber were loaded, 
standing 12ft. 6in. high. They weighed 500 tons. 
What chance had a vessel with a deck-load like 
that? (Hear, hear.) He thought these things 
justified him in saying that Mr. Scrutton knew 
nothing whatever of what he was talking about. 
(Applause. ) 

The Chairman said it had long been obvious 
that the combination of seamen was a necessity- 
On their part it was a duty, and he saw no reason 
why it should not be a real help to honest owners 
and employers, because by such combination it 
would raise the status of the sailor, and those 
sterling qualities which had made him the first 
sailor in the world would be improved. 

Mr. M‘Kendrick (Dundee) proposed a vote of 
thanks to the president for this address.—Mr, 
Fowler (London) seconded, and it was agreed to. 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Johnston (Dublin) was elected the fifth 
member of the Standing Orders Committee. 

The Standing Orders Committee recommended 
that the following delegates be not admitted to 
congress for the reasons given: (i) Mr. J. J. 
Dunn, solicitor, Goole, he not being a seaman or 
fireman ; (2) Mr. James Fitzpatrick (Bristol), he 
being a paid official, his branch also having sent 
two delegates when only entitled to one; (3) 


Mr. Connorty (Liverpool), he being a paid 
official, The committee also recommended 
that Mr. McKevitt (Bootle) be asked 


whether he be a financial member of the Union. 
The recommendations were discussed seriatim, 
the case of Mr. Dunn evoking some amount of 
feeling. Eventually the recommendation of the 
committee was confirmed with regard to Mr. 
Dunn and Mr. Fitzpatrick.—Mr. Connorty 
(Liverpool) said he was only a paid official in the 
sense that his services had been retained by his 
branch, who were anxious that he should repre- 
sent them atthe Congress. He had been to sea 
till within three weeks of the Congress,and directly 
the gathering was over he should go back to sea 
again.-—After hearing the explanation it was 
decided, by 25 votes to four, that Mr. Connorty 
be admitted to the Congress. The Standing 
Orders Committee, having examined Mr. 
M‘Kevitt’s credentials, expressed themselves fully 
satisfied. 


Triumphant Unity. 


Mr. J. H. Wilson, the general secretary, said it 
was with pleasure that he had to submit the first 
report to the Union. It was only 12 months ago 
that week that he had first paid a visit to 
Cardiff for the purpose of organising a branch of 
the Union at Cardiff. That _ they looked 
upon as one of the principal shipping ports of 
the United Kingdom, and at that time they 
only had two branches, and the membership 
was verysmall indeed. The executive committee 
which worked with him at the time—and, 
though they had been called paper men, he was 

lad to see some of them in the flesh there that 
sect somewhat alarmed at the idea of 
going to Cardiff, for they said if it did not turn 
out a success, what would become of the Union? 
The weaker ones advised that they wait a little 
longer. But he (the speaker) had confidence in 
the men of the Bristol Channel ports,and believed 
that they would take up the proposals and assist 
in building up the magnificent Union they had 
that day. He was very pleased to say that from 
the trades unionists of Cardiff they got a con- 
siderable amount of assistance. Mr. Evans was 
one of the first to take the matter in hand. Mr. 
Jenkins and Mr. Gardner came to the front, 
and although they were not M.P.’s or J.P.’s, 
or had long purses, he felt he could entrust 
them with the young trades union that had 
been established. He thought the meeting 
they had had the previous night proved that it was 








a great success. (Cheers.) Coming to work done, 
the speaker went on to say that during the half- 
year from December to June they had established 
35 branches and had enrolled a large number of 
members. They had also entered into two con- 
flicts with employers, and he ventured to say 
they came second best out of neither. _(Cheers.) 
The Union, he might say, had been the means of 
putting one and a-half million of money into the 
pockets of the seafaring men of this country. 
(Loud cheers.) In almost every port of the king- 
dom they had secured advances in wages, and 
the places in which they had been least success- 
ful were those where the men had not taken 
hold of the Union as they should do. (Hear, 
hear.) He believed that in the next 12 months 
seamen in every ode would recognise the value 
of combination—(hear, hear)—for from no other 
source would they receive justice. (Hear, 
hear.) He had been told that he was an 
autocrat. He was not there to vindicate his 
character. But, admitting for a moment it had 
been a one-man Union, the work done would 
surely reflect credit upon the one-man. (Hear, 
hear.) Butit had not been a one-man Union, nor 
would it ever be. (Cheers.) He always made a 
point of laying all matters before the executive 
committee for their careful consideration, and 
then, when he had got his orders, he carried them 
out withoutearing whether they pleased or offended. 
No matter what individuals might dislike the go- 
vernment of the Union all would have to obey it. 
(Hear, hear.) He regretted very much that some 
branches had adopted what he considered a very 
unwise course. Ifa branch was not satisfied with 
what the executive might do, let them send in a 
request and their case might be dealt with at the 
next annual general meeting. When that 
was done he did not think anything more 
ought to be said about it until the meet- 
ing. (Hear, hear.) Everyone was _ surprised 
that such a powerful Union had been built 
up in such ashort time. That spoke very well 
for the executive committee, and he would urge 
upon the delegates that whatever they did let 
them consider the National Union first, let them 
not allow themselves to-drift into petty local 
jealousies of one district getting a little more than 
another. (Cheers.) That had been the downfall 
of all seamen’s societies that had ever existed 
previous to the present one. Don’t let them have 
one district fighting against another, for “a 
house was divided against itself was sure to 
fall.” (Hear, hear.) He found, too, in a good 
many branches, a good many men who were 
clamouring for office. If any man wanted to 
attain an official position, he should convince the 
members of the Union that he had the Union at 
heart. Such a person should work as a volunteer 
before expecting to become a paid official. (Hear, 
hear.) Don’t let them go round corners and find 
fault with their secretaries. (Hear, hear.) It 
was the men who were not paid officials who were 
going to govern the Union in future. (Hear, 
hear.) In addition to securing better wages, the 
Union had been the means of bringing about a 
Great change 

in the tone of the Board of Trade officials. Before 
the Union started, a seaman or fireman dared 
not look straight at a Board of Trade official, 
or he would be thrown outside their offices with 
very little ceremony. Now, when the repre- 
sentatives of the Union went they were asked 
into the private room and given the best seat. 
During the year they had also sent deputations 
to Sir M. Hicks-Beach, who had received them in 
a very friendly and courteous way. They had 
put their views before him in reference to the 
placing of seamen’s representatives upon local 
marine boards. Sir Michael, after considering the 
importance of the Union, consented to allow the 
various branches of the Union to be represented 
on local marine boards, so that when the 
next election took place in January of next year 
in almost every port in which there was a locas 
marine board there would be one or two seamen 
appointed upon it. (Loud cheers.) They also 
pressed their claim to be present at all Board of 
Trade inquiries. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, while 
consenting to that, informed them that should 
they take part in any inquiry they would have 
to pay half the expenses. That wasa shame 
that they should be called upon to pay half 
the expenses of the court, but at the same 
time if was an admission on his part that 
they had a right to be there, and it would be 
their duty to see that there would be 
legislation on the question to give their represen- 
tatives an opportunity to cross-examine the wit- 
nesses, and that they should not pay any portion 
of the costs of that court. (Applause.) They had 
also sought for representation on all pilotage 
boards. The Board of Trade did not see their 
way clear to advise that they should be repre- 
sented on pilotage boards, but there was a higher 





tribunal than the Board of Trade. (Hear, hear.) 
They would go to Parliament and ask the 
House of Commons to pass a measure allowin 
the seamen of this country to be represented 
on pilotage boards. Why should they not 
be? They had more interests at stake than the 
shipowner. To the shipowners who sat on each 
board to the number of six or seven it was 
only a question of £ s. d., but with the seamen 
and firemen of this country it was a question of 
life and death, and he considered that they had 
even more right to be represented than the ship- 
owners. (Cheers.) There were many other 
questions which they had brought under the 
notice of the Board of Trade, and he might also 
say that they had done something wonderful 
with reference to the Trades Union Congress 
at Dundee, inasmuch as they succeeded in 
getting one of their number on the Parliamen- 
tary Committee of the Union. (Applause.) There 
were many things being brought to light which 
had been kept in the background, but he hoped 
that whatever the condition of things might be, 
their first consideration would be for the National 
Union of Sailors and Firemen, and themselves 
afterwards. Mr. Wilson then resumed his seat 
amid loud cheers. 

Od the motion of Mr. Skinner (Leith), seconded 
by Mr. Johnson (Dublin), a vote of thanks was 
accorded to the Secretary for his report. 

The printed report and statement of accounts of 
the various branches were submitted to the mem- 
bers and adopted. The facts were similar to 
those embodied in Mr. Wilson’s address. 

‘ Captain Cawley, of Bristol, who was enthusias- 
tically received, said Cardiff had done them such 
honour that all seamen throughout the world 
would wish prosperity to her trade. (Cheers.) He 
concluded by congratulating them on assembling 
together to ventilate their grievances, for by 
doing so they were already half remedied. 





Delegates Dine. 


On Tuesday afternoon the delegates were the 
o— of the Cardiff branch of the Union at St. 

ellon’s, where an excellent dinner was provided 
for them at the Blue Bell Inn. The chair was 
occupied by Mr. F. W. Evans, who gave 
the toast of ‘Success to the Seamen and 
Firemen’s Union,” and ‘‘The Health of Mr. 
Gardner (the Cardiff Branch and District Secre- 
tary) and the Committee of Friends at Cardiff.” 
Se agp There was no one who had worked 
harder and more loyally in the interests of 
Trades Unionism than Mr. Gardner, and for 
the kindness which the delegates met with in 
Cardiff they must attribute a great share to 
him. Mr. Johns (Wyndham Arcade Hotel) had 
alse done a lot of woik, and as Mr. Gardner 
was, unfortunately, unable to be present, he 
coupled the toast with the name of Mr. Johns. 
Mr. Johns responded, stating that he sym- 
athised with Trades Unionism generally, and 
e had done all in his power to assist in the 
establishment of the Cardiff branch of that 
Union. — The toast of ‘‘The Cardiff Trades’ 
Council” was pecponed by the Chairman, and 
responded to by Mr. John Jenkins, the president 
of the Council. ‘The Ladies” (responded to by 
Messrs. Moger and Simeon Wyatt), ‘ The 
Visitors,” ‘* District Secretaries,” ‘‘The Solici- 
tor” (Mr. T. W. Brown), and other toasts followed, 
and several good songs were sung. The gather- 
ing was graced by the presence of the wives of 
some of the officials, including Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. 
Walsh, Mrs. Johns, Mrs. Gardner, and several 
young ladies. 





Lord Brassey on Unionism. 


On sig ona, 9 evening the delegates heard an 
address from Lord Brassey, who was received with 
loud cheers, and reading his speech, said: Be- 
fore dealing with other subjects, I cesire to ex- 
press my gratitude for tlie privilege of being in- 
vited to attend the first representative assembly 
of the seamen and firemen of the British mercan- 
tile marine. It is not easy for those closely con- 
nected with the class of employers to command 
the confidence of the employed. If I enjoy that 
confidence in the present instance it is an honour 
which I highly appreciate and a responsibility of 
which Iam fully sensible. 


IMPORTANCE OF THE OCCASION. 
_ The occasion is one of no slight importance. To 
improve the condition and to raise the elficiency 
of the merchant seamen and firemen are objects 
of the greatest moment, to a nation long pre-er:i- 
nent for maritime enterprise, and which is gaining 
on all competitors in yearly increasing propor- 
tions. It is not going to far to say that some 
prime elements of our national greatness are in 
the keeping of the important body whose repre‘ 
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sentatives I have the privilege to address. We 
have won our position at sea by their skill 
and courage. We'shall lose it if they dete- 
riorate. few years ago complaints were rife 
ot the deterioration of the British seaman. As 
a member of the Royal Commission on Unsea- 
worthy Ships, I took considerable pains to inves- 
tigate this subject. I looked back from the evi- 
dence, mostly of an unfavourable character, which 
had been tendered to our Commission to previous 
public inquiries of a similar character. I reviewed 
my personal experiences as an old yachtsman, ex- 
pet one over many years. Valuable information 
had been recently published by Mr. W. S. Lind- 
say, in his great work on ‘‘ British Shipping and 
Commerce.” No opinion could be more valuable 
and more practical than his. 


Defence of Seamen. 


He had worked his way up to an honourable 
position in Parliament from the humble occupa- 
tion of acabin-boy. (Applause.) ‘‘Itis not the 
case,” he said, ‘‘that either our ships or the 
officers by whom they are navigated have deteri- 
orated. On the contrary, they have within the 
last quarter of a century vastly improved in 
almost every respect. It may be that our seamen 
do not ‘hand, reef, and steer’ with the same 
alacrity as they did in the days of our forefathers, 
simply because such duties are less required 
now than they were then; but our masters and 
mates are infinitely superior to what they 
were a short time since ”—(cheers)—‘‘ and in 
our regulary lines of steamers and packet ships 
there is to be found a class of seamen much 
miore sober and steady than could be found in 
Se marina’ service 25 years ago.” (Hear, hear.) 
“Men now exist who are quite as competent for 
the duties required of them as any seamen of the 
days of Duncan or Nelson, and far more to be de- 

ded on for the performance of their duties on 
d merchant ships than was the case in my 
own boyhood, although there are still far too 
many who are inefficient, drunken, and worth- 
less.” (Hear, hear.) 
A RoyYAL COMMISSION. 

The latest investigations by the Royal Com- 
mission on the Loss of Life gt Sea and by the 
Board of Trade point to conclusions identical 
with those entertained by Mr. Lindsay. The 
Commission express their opinion as follows :— 

* After giving our best attention to the subject, 
we are unable to come to the conclusion that there is 
any just foundation for the allegation that British 
seamen have deteriorated in quality. We feel satis- 
fied that shipowners who offer continuous service at 

rates of pay have no difficulty in finding as 
good seamen as were ever in the merchant service in 
pasttimes. . . . . Thereis alsoa general con- 
currence that British seamen, even when inclined to 
be unruly in ordinary times, have in times of 
emergency courage, coolness in the presence of 
danger, and resources which are not to be found 
equally, in their more submissive mates from 


: AN EFFICIENT TEST. 

The conditions of sea life are greatly changed 
—the national aptitude for the sea remains. One 
of the most practical tests of the relative efti- 
ciency of British and foreign seamen is to be 
found in the varying proportions in which foreign 
seamen, the cream of the seafaring population of 
other countries, find engagements in British ships. 
The foreign seaman has always been employed, 
more or less, under the British flag. Under the 
restrictive legislation of 50 years ago it was held 
Necessary to exclude foreigners by law from 
employment in British ships. It was required 
that three-fourths of the crews of our ships should 
be of British nationality. Under the system of 
freedom which at present obtains the proportion 
of foreign seamen employed has risen from 4 per 
cent. in 1851 to 14 per cent. at the present time. 
In recent years there has been no appreciable 
increase; and it is to be remembered that 
the: foreign seamen who find their way 
into the British service are chiefly men from the 
North of Europe, of the same race and almost of 
the same language as ourselves. The Scandi- 
navians find employment mainly in our Baltic 
trade. The hardest work done in the present day 
on board ship isin the stokeholds of our steamers. 
Here foreigners are seldom seen, unless in certain 
lines navigating almost wholly within the tropics. 
Lascars are employed by the Peninsular and 
Oriental and some other companies for deck 
duties. The Lascars are preferred because the 
service is tropical. I conclude that, in so far as 
the relative efficiency of British seamen is to be 
measured by the number of foreigners in our mer- 
chant service, we have no reason to be dissatisfied 
with the latest indications. (Applause.) 


THE PRESENT CONFERENCE. 
Let us now turn to the main object of the pre- 


tion of the seaman. And first let us consider the 
loss of life at sea and the means for its diminu- 
tion. Spurred forward by Mr. Plimsoll, we have 
made great efforts in recent years to ensure 
greater security for life at sea. What has been 
the practical result ? The latest statistics as to the 
loss of life by wreck and casualty are summarised 
in a sentence by Mr. Gray. The loss in ships 
belonging to the United Kingdom was 1,543 in 
1887-8, being 382 less than in the preceding year, 

and 489 less than the average for the previous 16 
years. Some improvement, as we see, has been 
effected by a combination of beneficent causes. 
To no individual is honour due in the same de- 
gree as to Mr. Plimsol]l. (Loud applause.) The 
question is whether we can do more than has 
already been accomplished. Mr. Gray points out 
that of the 1,543 lives lost in 1887-8, no less than 
789 were lost in missing vessels. And when we 
look to the losses scheduled by the Board of 
Trade, there are cases—and notably those of large 
steamers trading between British ports and the 
Mediterranean—in which it is difficult to resist 
the conclusion that disaster was due to overload- 
ing or to other preventible causes. (Hear, hear.) 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. 


It is satisfactory to know that an International 
Marine Conference is now assembled at Washing- 
ton, which is to take into consideration the whole 
subject of the loss of life at sea and the means for 
its,prevention. (Hear, hear.) The rule of the 
road, the regulations jo determine the seaworthi- 
ness of vessels, and the load-line will be included 
within the scope of the deliberations. We may 
look forward to good, practical results: from 
the inquiry which has been undertaken. 
(Cheers) But when all that regulations can 
accomplish shall have been done, we must re- 
main dependent on the agency of men. (Hear, 
hear.) Every seafarer is daily and nightly made 
sensible of the risks which are caused by reck- 
lessness and stupidity on the part of those placed 
in charge of life and property atsea. (Applause.) 
The punishment of masters and mates for in- 
stances of gross neglect is not sufficiently severe. 
An injustice is done to the good men by the im- 
punity which others enjoy who have grievously 
tailed in the discharge of their duty. (Hear, 
hear.) 

ABUSES OF INSURANCE. 


The law relating to insurance is not to be con- 
sidered at the Washington Conference. That a 
revision of that law would tend to increase the 
safety of life at sea is scarcely open to doubt. 
(Loud cheers.) Abuses have grown up under 
which marine insurance has become a great deal 
more than a strictcontract of indemnity. (Hear, 
hear.) Owners can recover from the underwriters 
asum largely in excess of the value of the ship 
and cargo. (‘“Shame.”) Strong evidence on this 
point was placed before the Royal Commission on 
Unseaworthy Ships. Mr. Harper, the secretary of 
the Salvage Association of Lloyd’s, was one of the 
ablest a most experienced witnesses who gave 
evidence before the Commission on Unseaworthy 
Ships. ‘‘Do you think,” he was asked, “that 
this rule of law, which enables the assured to 
recover more than the value of the property 
assured, has any tendency to make the sh*powner 
or the master negligent?” ‘‘It is,” he replied, ‘‘in 
the very nature of things, and in human nature, 
that it must be so. Ifa man is in this position— 
thatif he keeps his ship it is worth £8,000 to him, 
but if he totally loses it it is worth £10,000 or 
£12,009 to him, what other deduction can you 
possibly draw but that he must have a bias in the 
direction of trying to get the £10,000 or £12,000?” 
Sir Thomas Farrer gave similar testimony. “It 
was quite clear,” he said, ‘‘that even if yon put 
the shipowner in as good a position by insurance 
in case of loss as he would occupy if the voyage 
were successfully completed, you to that extent 
diminish the motives which otherwise would 
actuate him in taking care that the vessel was 
seaworthy. If insurance went beyond that, and 
gave considerable profit in case of loss, 
which profit he would not have had if 
the voyage had been successfully completed, 
you gave a motive, he would not say for 
fraud, for he believed cases of fraud to be rare, 
but you gave a motive for great recklessness.” 
Mr. Butt, who has since been elevated to the 
bench; Mr. Hollams, the eminent commercial 
solicitor ; Mr. Walton, another eminent London 
solicitor ; Mr. ae to the Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board; and Mr. Lamport 
gave similar testimony. 


REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION. 


The question of marine insurance was the main 
subject dealt with in the recent report of the 
Royal Commission on the Loss of Life at Sea. 
After quoting the evidence of Mr. Lowndes and 


opinion as follows, in a report unanimously 
signed :— 

“It appears to us that the interference with the 
responsibility of shipewners resulting from full in- 
surance has its bearing upon every matter connected 
with shipping, the construction of the ship, its load- 
ing, its equipment, its manning, its officers and crew, 
and the sailing directions given them. An owner 
who is fully insured, as compared with one who is 
uninsured or who bears part of the risk himself, is 
almost insensibly deprived of many of the motives or 
inducements to care and caution which must inevit- 
ably be entertained by the other. Itis also certain 
that there have been instances in which ships have 
been lost with all hands, and when the owners, by 
being insured for more than the full value of the 
vessel, and all reasonable expectations of freight and 
profit, have been considerable gainers by the loss, 
Such cases have been brought under the notice of the 
Commissioners by Mr. Rothery, the Wreck Commis- 
sioner, and by Mr. Gray.” 


REVISION OF THE INSURANCE LAW. 


The revision of the law of marine insurance is 
not an easy task. The whole subject is highly 
technical, and the experts give no assistance. 
The insurance companies, which confine their 
operations to the best risks, and shipowners of 
the highest repute, make common cause with 
men whose practice is widely different from 
their own. Admitting, however, the difficulties 
in the way—difficulties before which able Presi- 
dents of the Board of Trade have one after 
another recoiled—it should not be impracticable 
to so amend the law relating to insurance as to 
bring it back to a fair contract of indemnity and 
nothing more, (Applause.) The appointment of a 
Royal Commission was recommended by the Com- 
mission on Unseaworthy Ships. The latter Com- 
mission on Loss of Life at Sea made certam 
specific recommendations, having for their ob- 
ject the prevention of over-insurance. (Hear, 
near.) I would urge that these recommendations, 
together with the evidence taken by the commis- 
sion, should be referred to a committee or commis- 
sion essentially legal in its constitution which 
should be charged with the preparation of a draft 
bill to be laid before Parliament. (Applause.) 
It would be impolitie to make revolinbonary 
changes. It would discourage maritime enter- 
prise, exposed as it is to exceptional risks, if the 
shipowner were denied the protection of in- 
surance. But even the reasonable reforms which 
are so desirable could not be carried through 
Parliament unless backed up by men of the highest 
authority in the law. (Loud applause.) Lhave 
no apprehension that serious injury would be 
done to the great mercantile interests of this 
country by a reform of the law which would limit 
the amount recoverable in case of disaster at 
sea to a fair indemnity for the loss sustained. 
(Hear, hear.) Reckless investment of money in 
shipping is injurious rather than beneficial to 
legitimate enterprise. It leads to painfnl irregu- 
poh of employment in the trades connected with 
shipbuilding. (Hear, hear.) It makes the owner- 
ship of shi ping often wholly unremunerative. 
Itis in the éfiort to screw a profit out of business 
in hard times and in the face of excessive com- 
petition that lives are imperilled by overloading, 
undermanning, and the postponement of neces- 
sary repairs. 

Steps TOWARDS SAFETY. 

Compulsory load-lines and surveys by the Board 
of Trade have been strongly advocated as means 
for the protection of the lives of seamen. The 
rules laid down by the recent departmental 
committee represents the results of the investiga- 
tions of the greatest authorities in the profession. 
(Hear, hear.) Conformity to the rules recom- 
mended is the utmost that can be insisted upon 
on the part of the Board of Trade. The Commis- 
sion on the Loss of Life at Sea recommended that 
it should be obligatory on dock companies not to 
let ships out loaded deeper than the authorised 
mark. On the subject of surveyors, I may briefl 
say that I have never been in favour of gene 
inspection and certificates of seaworthiness from 
officers of the Government. (Hear, hear, and 
applause.) In the consideration of measures for 
the improvement of the condition of the seamen, 
[have dealt first with the ships in which they 
sail. Let us pass from the ships to the men. 

The Naval Reserve. 

As a means to raise the condition and qualifi- 
cations of the British merchant seamen, no step 
would in my judgment be so effective as the 


enrolment of increased numbers in the ranks of - 


the Royal Naval Reserve. (Hear, hear.) 
Additional strength is needed for the defence 
of the Empire. Lord Cardwell’s Commission on 
the Manning of the Navy recommended that the 
reserve pers be composed of 30,000 men. Of 
these 20,000 were to be in the first-class and 10,000 
in the second-class reserve. The numbers at 
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6,969: third class, 312; fourth class, 489-—total, 
19,155. The Act of Parliament sanctions 30,000 
men. We are 10,000 short of the numbers recom- 
mended 29 years ago. It can hardly be contended 
that our responsibilities of our national commerce 
have diminished in the interval. (Hear, hear.) 
While the reserve would give valuable support to 
the navy, the service offers great benefits to the 
seamen enrolled. The discipline, the annual 
retainer, the pension in old age, are boons which 
every thoughtful man should appreciate. (Ap- 
plause. ) 
Wages. 


My hearers would, Idoubt not, be unanimously 
of opinion that a general rise of wages would be 
the most direct and practical means of improving 
their condition. (Loud cheers.) Speaking gene- 
rally, there is a fairly even proportion between 
wages and work all over the world. Low pay 
generally means ineffective labour, and good pay 
effective. (Hear, hear.) Having enunciated a 
broad principle, I hesitate to offer advice to 
the present conference of seamen on its practi- 
cal application. (‘*Go on,” and cheers.) It is 
always preferable to make wages dependent 
on work—to pay by the = rather than by the 
day. In the fisheries and in coasting voyages the 
seamen can be paid on this plan. In other branches 
of the shipping trade it is not possible, and here 
the scale of pay becomes a question of competi- 
tion, or, in other words, of demand and supply. 
Taking the wages of unskilled labour at an 
average for the whole community, at 17s., 
and the wages of skilled artisans at 34s., 
and comparing these rates with the wages 
of firemen, ranging from 60s. to 80s. a month, 
and with the wages of able seamen, rangin 
from 53s. to 60s. per month for sailing ships iol 
70s. to 80s. per month for steamers, and adding to 
the sum received in cash the value of the pro- 
visions supplied, it will be seen that the seaman 
occupies a midway position between the ordinary 
labourer and the most skilled trades on shore. 
Taking into view the condition of a seaman’s life 
—the dangers to which he is exposed and his long 
separations from home—it is evident that he is 
but poorly compensated for the privations and 
hardships to which he is subjected. (Cheers.) 

‘*O’er the wild waters, labouring far from home, 

For some bare pittance e’er compelled to ream.” 


(Renewed cheers.) It is only the spirit of adven- 
ture which can carry men into such a vocation. 
When youth is past it is natural to seek a 
more settled life ashore as a stevedore or rigger. 
Some have done better than this, they have 
become shipowners in a large way of business. I 
wish that I could feel myself justified in holding 
out to the seamen a near prospect of higher wages. 
It ismy duty to express the conviction that some 
improvement in shippiaig must precede a sensible 
advance in wages. The position of the seamen 
tan be readily gauged by looking to the quoted 
prices of shares in shipping companies. nfor- 
tunately, they offer few indications of even 
saoderate prosperity. The majority of the great 
steam companies are at a discount. The shares 
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company are 
alone quoted at a handsome premium. This com- 
pany occupies an exceptional position as the agent 
of the great postal service to all our Eastern pos- 
sessions. 
ADVANCEMENT. 

In considering the position of the seamen, the 
opportunities of advancement open to any man 
with some elementary education should be taken 
into account. A large proportion of the certifi- 
cated officers of the merchant service have begun 
their career before the mast. (Applause.) While 
I hesitate to offer an opinion as to the rate of 
wages, it is more easy to advise the seaman as to 
his duty in taking care of the money which he 
earns by many hardships. (Hear, hear.) Among 
the practical services which the Board of Trade 
have recently rendered the new facilities for the 
transmission of wages due to seamen on their 
arrival in port s ecially deserves mention. Many 
a wife and child have reason to bless the agency 
which has protected from dissipation the earnings 
of the bread-winner on whom they are dependent. 
It is most desirable that a system which has 
already effected so much good should be estab- 
lished more effectively than hitherto in foreign 
ports. Having referred to the arrangements for 
paying off, I turn to the advance note. It exposed 
the seamen to temptation and tremendous extor- 
tion. Its abolition was a most desirable reform, 
but gave dissatisfaction and caused difficulty to 
im>~ovident men. By an Act passed in the last 

m advance notes can now be issued for not 

ceding one month’s wages. I deeply regret 

inatit has been found necessary to make this 
concession. (Hear, hear.) 


ac PROPOSED PENSION FUND. 
As a remedy for improvidence, it is mu¢h to be 














desired that an organisation should be established 
under the Board of Trade for providing a pension 
fund for British seamen. The proposal is beset 
with practical difficulties. It would certainly be 
premature to call for any final expression of 
opinion from the present conference. The seamen 
of the Naval Reserve, as I have already reminded 
you, enjoy the advantage of a pension in old age. 
For others it is open to take advantage of the 
facilities provided by the Government for the 

urchase of annuities or to become members of a 

mefit society. (Hear, hear.) 


SAILOR’S AND FIREMEN’S UNION NEEDED. 


The cautious language which I have used in 
dealing with the question of wages may not have 
given unmixed satisfaction to my audience. I 
shall probably please them better in approving 
the establishment of a Union for seamen and fire- 
men. (Applause.) The constant tendency to 
increase the size of ships renders it more and more 
impossible that the capital necessary to build 
and maintain them can be provided by the seas 
men. In all industries concentration ot effort has 
been found advantageous. Companies have sup- 

lanted individuals. Trades Unions have 
en the natural outgrowth of the new 
order of things, and if combination has been 
necessary for the protection of the interests of 
other classes of workmen, it is especially neces: 
sary for the protection of the interests of seamen. 
(Loud applause.) Their character has been 
drawn with faithful and graphic touches by Sir 
Cornewall Lewis—‘‘ The seamen are a nation by 
themselves, a humorous and fantastic people, 
fierce and rude in whatsoever they resolve 
or are inclined to, unsteady and inconstant 
in pursuing it.” (Cheers and laughter.) I 
should here like to make an observation as to the 
necessity for having some organisation such as 
your Union. The Commissioners of Inquiry 
into the Loss of Life at Sea approached me with 
a view of obtaining, through my assistance, the 
evidence of some seamen—men before the mast. 
(Hear, hear.) I communicated with the superin- 
tendents of sailors’ homes at different ports, most 
of whom I knew, and asked them to look up some 
of the men who were at the time lodging in those 
houses, and to select the most competent to send 
up to London and give their suggestion to the 
Royal Commission. The immense question of 
loss of life at sea, of coutse, concerns the seamen 
more than any other class. (Hear, hear.) Well, 
after some correspondence, I think four men were 
produced. When they came before the commis- 
sion they were quite unable to give any assistance. 
Iam perfectly certain had there been a Union in 
existence, that by the process of natural selection 
really — men to speak on behalf of sea- 
men as aclass would have come to the front. 
(Cheers.) We should have known where to go to 
get advice on matters which deeply affected the 
interests of the Sailor. (Cheers.) Without the 
Union there was really no machinery in existence 
for hearing the voice of the sailor competently ex- 
pressed. (Cheers.) 


RESPONSIBILITY OF OFFICIALS OF THE UNION. 


Amore than ordinary responsibility will lie 
upon the officials of the Seamen’ and Firemen’s 
nion. Their clients, for the most part, are not 
conspicuous for commercial sagacity. It will be 
the duty of the officers of the Seamen and Fire- 
men’s Union to watch the action of the Board of 
Trade, and to press on the attention of members 
of Parliament all practical proposdls for ensuring 
the safety of life at sea. It will be necessary to 
keep themselves informed of the state of trade, to 
watch the fluctuations in freights, to note the 
dividends and other indications of the varying 
rospects of the shipping trade. They shoul 
snow when to press and when to restrict their 
demands. Above all, their influence should be 
used to raise the moral tone and seamanlike effi- 
ciency of those who look to them for guidance. 
Lofty, indeed, is the ideal of the seaman, as con- 
ceived by preachers and by poets. It was nobly 
said by Robertson—‘‘ He is a good, genuine, or 
true-born sailor who feels that the ship is, as it 
were, hisown ; whose point of chivalrous honour 
is to save his ship rather than himself, not to 
survive her.” (Loud applause.) The ideal sailor 
is a man who knows no fear. ‘* Cheerly, cheerly, 
my hearts,” cried Shakspere’s boatswain in the 
very vortex of the storm. Dibdin’s lines are in 
the true spirit of the sea— 
** But sailors were born for all weathers ; 
Great guns let it blow, high or low, 
Our duty keeps us to our tethers, 
And where the gale drives we must go,” 


(Loud applause.) 


Is. J. H. Wilson, 
the general secretary to the Union, said he had 
listened with great pleasure to Lord Brastey, an 
while agreeing with many things which hig 





lordship had said, there were many with which 
he disagreed. It was as well that they should 
be understood on this question, for he felt con- 
fident that a gentleman holding the position 
that Lord Brassey held could render the 
seamen of this country a great amount of assis- 
tanee. (Cheers.) He knew that if their men 
had not got the justice in the past which they 
hoped to yet in the future, it was simply because 
they had not been able to make their voices heard 
sufficiently. His lordship referred to the Royal 
Comnission on the Loss of Life at Sea. He said 
that they were not able to secure evidence before 
that commission. He (the speaker) was one who 
gave evidence before that commission on behalf 
of the North of England Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Friendly Association, and he was sure that if 
the members present would take the trouble to 
read the evidence which was Lip by himself 
before that commission they would find that they 
made out a very strong case indeed. (Cheers.) 
He also saw before him another seaman who gave 
evidence before the commission, Mr. Darby, of 
Glasgow. (Hear, hear.) He felt sure that had 
they had a practical sailor on the commission 
the evidence given by Mr. Darby would have had 
great effect. (Cheers.) He himself had applied 
to Mr. Chamberlain, and told him that not 
only should the seamen have the right to send 
witnesses to give evidence before the commission, 
but they should have the right to appoint a sailors’ 
commissioner. Mr. Chamberlain did not see his 
way at the time to appoint a sailor on the commis- 
sion. : Why? Because their organisations, their 
local societies, were not strong enough. They 
could not make their voices heard. He of course 
did not refer to the present National Union, but to 
the local societies. Therefore, instead of a seaman 
being appointed, Mr. Burt, a miner, was appointed 
to represent the sailors. (‘*Shame.”) e (the 
speaker) believed Mr. Burt was the best man that 
could have been got outside the ranks of the 
seamen. (“Yes.”) But not being a practical 
sailor he could not argue from a practical point of 
view. (Hears hear.) Therefore, if the evidence 
before the Royal Commission on the loss of life 
was not sufficiently strong from asailor’s point of 
view, he felt confident that it was not the sailors’ 
and firemen’s fault. It was the fault of the 
officials of the Royal Commission. (Cheers.) Lord 
Brassey had told them that he had taken the 
truuble to write to the superintendents of sailors’ 
homes. He did not think those were the likely 
men to select the best representatives of the sailor 
—(hear, hear)—though as far as Lord Brassey was 
concerned he did everything he possibly could to 
get the sailors’ point of view represented before 
the commissioners. (Loud cheers.) In the evi- 
dence before the commission the British sailor 
was slandered. It was said that he could not do 
his work as well as sailors of 20 years ago. 
(‘‘Shame.”) It was said the reason why ship- 
owners preferred foreign seamen was that they 
were more obedient. (‘‘Oh.”) It was because they 
were cheaper. (Cheers.) With regard to the 
question of pensions the Board of Trade 
was not instituted in the interests of 
seamen, but in the interests of the 
shipowner. (Cheers.) Speaking on behalf of 
65,000 men belonging to the Union, he said 
they would never let any Board of Trade officials 
control their pension fund. (Cheers.) If they 
had a pension fund it would be one belonging to 
their Galen: and it would be the Union that would 
have control. (Cheers.) They would not in 
the future trust to the Board of Trade, but they 
would trust to themselves. The sailor of years 
gone by had entirely addressed Parliament and 
the Board of Trade. Their conditions of: labour 
had been regulated by Parliament, their hours 
of sleep were almost regulated by Parliament, 
and he could say that their food had been regu- 
lated by it. He trusted that in the future they 
would not seek Parliamentary legislation on an 
question that they would be able to grapple with 
by their organisation. There were questions 
which would necessarily need Parliamentary in- 
terference—such as the load-line end one or two 
other measures. Ten years ago he told the sea- 
men of this country that they were making a 
eat mistake by sending petitions up to Par- 
iament, asking them to pass a measure pro- 
hibiting the eae tea of foreigners in their 
ships. He told them that if they would 
organise they could grapple with this question 
in one year, whereas it would take Parlia- 
ment 12 years to settle it for them. They 
had already done much in the matter; and on 
the north-east coast they would not allow foreign 
sailors to sail in their ships who had not served 
four years in a British ship. If he were only able 
to shew two years’ service they asked him to pay 
an entrance-fec of £20, and he was glad to say 
they had had over 50 foreigners who had paid the 
£20 entrance fee. Moreover, there were over 400 
foreignets who hod »beén imported into this 
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country within the last 12 or 18 months who had 
left this country. They left because they could 
not shew suficient service to entitle them to 
become members of the Union. _ (Hear, hear.) 
Then, with reference to the provision scale, they 


ranted 
— Better Food. 


on boardship. (Cheers.) It was a disgrace to the 
country the way the British mercantile fireman and 
sailor was fed, but he did not advise them to 
seek Parliamentary legislation on the question. 
(Hear, hear.) He believed that by having the 
scale of provisions entered on their articles 
before signing they would improve their diet. 
(Cheers. ) He would also like to say something 
with reference to the Royal Naval Reserve. 
(Hear, hear.) Lord Brassey suggested that the 
Royal Naval Reserve ought to be increased to 
60,000 at the present time. It did not number 
more than 20,000 now. He asked what encourage- 
ment there was to the sailors and firemen of this 
country to join the Royal Naval Reserve? (A 
Voice: ‘‘ None.”) They joined for the purpose 
of protecting the mercantile marine, which was 
the property of theshipowners. During their re- 
cent struggle in Liverpool for a reasonable wage 
the shipowners, he believed, had entered into a 
contract with the Government to employ a 


certain number of Naval Reserve men. hen 
these Naval Reserve men left the vessels 
to demand an increase of pay, the ship- 


owners went to the workhouses and to the 
gaol doors to fat men to fill their places. They 
were even advertised for in Birmingham and 
other inland places. (Laughter.) Yet men were 
asked to become members of the Royal Naval Re- 
serve to protect the property ot the men who re- 
fused in time of peace to give them a fair and 
just wage. (‘‘Shame.”) If the sailors and firemen 
were asked to become members of the Naval Re- 
serve, they ought to receive a promise in return 
that they would be employed at fair rates of 
wages. (Cheers.) It would be difficult to arrange 
this at present, but he thought that if they were 


to render assistance to the. shipowners in 
time of war to protect their property, 
in times of ace they should receive 


some consideration for it. (Cheers.) Three 

ears ago there was a considerable agitation 
in this country with reference to the employment 
of foreign seamen, and the Government decided 
on making inquiries into the matter. In every 
port the superintendent of marine was requested 
to send in reports. At Cardiff the superintendent 
said that there was no need for a good 
man to be without employment. The same 
was said at Sunderland and many other 
places, but he did not know a greater libel on 
any body of men than this was. The super- 
intendents of marine were under the thumbs 
of the shipowners, and the best men to apply to 
for information would have been the seamen 
themselves. (Cheers.) Mr. Gray, when he went 
round, might have called meetings of seamen in 
every port, and ascertained direct from them how 
matters stood. (Cheers.) There was one thing 
they would ask the Government to do, and that 
was to repealan Act of 1880, which gave the 
superintendents of mercantile marine the power to 
decide questions of wages. He did not think that 
was a safe tribunal—(cheers)—for, considering 
the relations between the shipowners and the 
superintenden ts of marine the sailor was not likely 
to get what he demanded. He trusted that their 
organisation would overcome that difficulty, and 
he ~~ that in another 12 months they would 
establish a 


WIDOW AND ORPHANS’ FUND, 

and in a few years hence they would be able to 
provide a pension fund for the seamen and fire- 
men of the country which he trusted would 
always be controlled by the seamen and firemen 
themselves. (Loud cheers.) Mr. Fitzpatrick 
(Bristol) said he would like to read a few extracts 
from the Blue Books he saw at Lord Brassey’s 
side to shew that the seamen who gave evidence 
on the Royal Commission—of whom he was one 
—had given their evidence in a clear and intelli- 
gible manner, and one that should have been 
worthy of respect. When they went p on that 
commission as to loss of life at sea, a clergyman 
was for four hours giving evidence,while seven or 
eight practical seamen were crowded into the last 
hour or so. 

The Chairman having proposed, Mr. Tizzard 
having seconded, and Sir Morgan Morgan having 
supported a vote of thanks to Lord Brassey, it 
was carried with cheers. 


Lord Brassey, 
in acknowledging the compliment, said: Iam de- 
lighted to hear Mr. Wilson and Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
and I shall be delighted to hear the views of other 
Speakers. The great use of a conference of this 
kind is that it affords an opportunity for the ex- 





changing of views—(hear, hear)—combining 
together the teachings and experiences of many 
kinds, and that it affords an opportunity of doing 
what it is desirable, as Sir sa Morgan re- 
minded you you should do—that is, to get the 
public on your side. (Hear, _ hear.) If 
you have the public with you your Union is a 
ower. If you have not the public with you your 
nion is to that extent weakened. Therefore, itis 
to your interest to gain the public. (Cheers.) 
I listened with interest to the speeches of Mr. 
Wilson and Mr. Fitzpatrick, and lian 
Mr. Wilson is a man whom many mensbers of Par- 
liament would listen to with envy and regret. 
(Hear, hear.) Iam sorry Mr. Wilson was not a 
member of the Royal Commission on Unseaworthy 
Ships. 
pwn has been delay in recognising your ability to 
take care of yourselves. These matters take time, 
and require agencies and means, and this great 
Union you have formed will be a means by which 
the public will become satisfied that you have in 
our own ranks men like Mr. Burt and Mr. Broad- 
amet, and who will be able to give 


DrrecT REPRESENTATION 


to the seamen’s interests. (Cheers.) I notice 
there is some disposition to question the existence 
of sympathy on the part of the Board of Trade. 
I know Mr. Gray very well, and I am certain that 
he cares for the seamen. I have known several 
Parliamentary Presidents of the Board of Trade, 
and Iam sure that they cared for the seamen. 
Whatever you may think of Mr. Chamber- 
lain’s political course, certain it is that he made 
a most sympathetic and powerful speech in 
Parliament on behalf of the seamen. (Cheers.) 
Mr. Chamberlain’s experience, I think, shews 
how exceedingly difficult it is for a public man to 

ive general satisfaction. (Laughter.) But while 

say something on behalf of the Board of Trade, 
I desire to express my hearty and cordial 
approval of the spirit evinced by Mr. Wilson 
on behalf of the seamen, the spirit of indepen- 
dence, the anxiety, and the determination that 
they have to do all that they can for themselves 
and by their own united efforts—(cheers)—before 
they go in an attitude of supplication to any de- 
partment of the Government, or even to the House 
of Commons itself. (Cheers.) Self-help in every 
sphere of life is one of the greatest of qualities, 
and I am glad to know that that spirit is felt by 
the seamen. Though it has been said that hardly 
enough attention has been paid to the evidence of 
seamen, the sailors have no cause to complain of 
the tone in which the Royal Commission spoke of 
them. They heard much unfavourable, and un- 
duly unfavourable, testimony on the part of 
certain shipowners. Nevertheless, the commis- 
sion drew a different inference from the facts pre- 
sented to them, and recorded their opinion that 
the British sailor was a man who deserved well of 
his country. (Cheers.) 


Ships’ Surgeons. 

Dr. Leet, of Bootle, Liverpool, at the congress 
on Wednesday, gave a short address on ships’ 
surgeons, with whom, he said, the welfare of the 
sailor was closely bound up. There was a ten- 
dency on the part of shipowneis to employ as 
ships’ surgeons young men from college without 
any experience. He did not think that was right. 
Further,he had brought before the Board of Trade 
the question of the position of ships’ surgeons, 
with a view to giving them some authority on 
board their ships. (Applause.) In 1885 there was 
an epidemic of blood-poisoning on board one 
of the Atlantic steamers. Eleven men were laid 
up inacloseroom. He told the captain that the 
men ought to be taken out-and put in hammocks. 
This was at first refused, but subsequently, after 
a good deal of cursing and swearing, it was done, 
and the men got better. When inquiry was made 
by the managers as to the cause of the illness, the 
chief engineer said it was caused by the men lying 
about the decks and taking malaria. He (the 
speaker), however, declared that the blood 
poisoning was caused by the insanitary condition 
of the firemen’s room. In that particular case 
the shipowners accepted his suggestion, and went 
to the necessary expense to improve the 
sanitary condition of the ship. This was not 
always the case, and he must say that during 
many voyages he had but seldom had his attention 
drawn to the firemen, it being considered that it 
was quite sufficient if the surgeon looked after the 
_ ers. On one occasion, when on board a 

hina line steamer, he saw a fireman ill of low 
fever. There was a ship’s surgeon, but no ship’s 
hospital, and the man was put in the wheelhouse 
and locked in while delirious. Although only a 
passenger he (the speaker) made some inquiries 
about the poor fellow, and after two days the 
wheelhouse window was opened, and but for this 
ventilation the sick fireman must have died. He 
should have been transferred toa cabin and a man 


say that | 


You must not be disappointed because | 


| various interests of those w 





| capable of 


or the stewardess putin constant attendance upon 
him while suffering from delirium and exhaustion. 
After giving some furtherillustrationsof the neces- 
sity for authority being given to the ship’s sur- 

on, Dr. Leet read some correspondence which 

ad taken place between him and the Board of 
Trade, the reply in one case mentioned by him 
being, ‘‘ Your complaints are not of such a nature 
as to justify interference.” (‘‘ Shame.”) Proceed- 
ing, he said the sick fund of the Union ought to 
be better worked than it was. He thought 
there ought to be a surgeon attached to each 
branch. 


Exterminating the Pilots. 


Captain Cawley (president of the Pilots’ Associa- 
tion of the United Kingdom) then read a paper 
on “The representation of seamen on pilotage 
boards.” He said in advocating the direct repre- 
sentation of seamen on pilotage boards, for the 
purpose of regulating the pilot service, and for the 
ensuring a good, trustworthy, and an efficient 
pilotage system at the various ports of the United 

eas he was not advocating any new- 
fangled idea of his own, for this system of 
representation—or at least the practice of trust- 
worthy seamen regulating and governing 
the pilotage service of a port, without 
any extraneous help or interference from out- 
siders, in the shape of dock or shipowners— 
had been in vogue for centuries past. That sea- 
men, and seamea alone, were the best, and should 
be the only, judges of what was best and essential 
for that particular class to which they belonged 
— y when the safety of their lives and the 
safety of the ships they sailed in were relegated 
to their governance) must be plainly apparent to 
every rightly balanced mind. (Hear, hear.) 
Some would argue there were a great number of 
seafaring men sitting on pilotage boards equally 
as good seamen as you can elect there. There were 
plenty of them; but he could not disabuse his 
mind of another fact : they were there for purposes 
of their own—either their individual interests or 
the interests of those who employed them., 
(Cheers.) He knew of no seaman sitting on any 
pilotage board in any port of the kingdom repre- 
senting the safety and interests of the seafarers’ 
life at sea. The especial appointment of a pilotage 
board and a pilotage service at any port was 
originally intended to guard ships and those who 
sailed in them from dangers whilst entering and 
leaving it; but of late it appeared the existence 
of such men as —. their true efliciency, their 
adequate pay and position, should only exist atthe 
caprice of an irresponsible and repressive body of 
men who filled the pusition others had a more 
legitimate and a more moral right to possess. 
It was a matter that brooked of no delay—it was 
a matter of extreme urgency ; and the united 
voices of the masses of their countrymen must 
speak out plainly, and fearlessly say, ‘‘ Give the 
sailor a voice in the safety of his life.” (Cheers.) 
He then went on to — the rights of the 

o at present sit upon 

en boards. The shipowner, if he whched 4 to 
ispense with a pilot’s services, could readily do 
so at nearly one-half of the ports in the United 
Kingdom ; and at the other half, if the captain 
presented himself before the Pilotage Board and 
paid the requisite fees for examination, he could 
get a certificate of exemption for the 
ship, and for any other ship belonging to the same 
owner he may sail in. In many instances the 
**examiners ” consisted of one man, who probably 
had not wetted his feet with salt water for the last 
quarter of a century, nor ever had had any practi- 
cal knowledge of the port, channel, or harbour he 
was examining for. The shipowner had a right to 
a seat on a pilotage board also by custom and 
precedent. Let him enjoy his share, but not in- 
terfere with others’ rights of representation. The 
seafarers of the nation, whose representatives were 
not. deemed fit to have representation upon pilot- 
age boards, which were originally established for 
the better security of their lives at sea when 
approaching ports and harbours in their native 
country—whose very lives were in jeopardy by 
the careless and incompetent acts of a pilot, whose 
lives depended upon. his skill and competence, 
and whose wives and children were dependent 
upon their lives and safety for their daily sus- 
tenance — should these and such as these have 
no voice in the ensuring a skilful and efficient 
pilot, and a trustworthy guide, when passing 
through the most perilous portion of their voyages. 


| They wanted no spurious makeshifts and ready- 


made pilots. They desired those who by 
long and special servitude were thoroughly 
performing their duties. hey 
wanted no inefficient men to risk their safety, 
and what was more, would not countenance such. 
They intended obtaining one half the number of 
votes given upon such boards, and they would not 
rest until such was obtained. The parsimony of 
@ newly-formed dock company was leaving them 
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to choose as pilots men totally unfitted for such 
duties, men not conversant with their duties as, 
seamen, with no previous education in their duties 
as pilots; but appointed owing to their having 
assisted to pilot the dockowners’ undertaking 
through Parliament, and having moulded their 
consciences into a plastic form, to satisfy the 
special inquiries of a gentleman wearing a Wig, 
especially retained for the purpose by that under- 
aking. The safety of life to such men. was 4 
mere idle, passing sentiment. He heard one of 
them say, some few yearsago that et | month, 
“‘Oh! don’t fear, the sailors will look after their 
own safety.” The vessel referred to discharged 
her pilot in the smooth water under Penarth 
Head, and that was the last seen or heard of her, 
although vessels leaving the same dock the same 
tide went to Lundy in the gale, and returned to 
Penarth Roads with the pilots still on board. 
He did not wish to harrow up the feelings 
of those who were still mourning for those 
300 men who lost their lives in that October 
gale, but it was a duty, a amount duty, 
every sailor owed to his fellow—it was an 
imperative duty every Christian man owed 
to his brother—to see that another 300 
seamen be not lost this winter. (Cheers.) The 
pilot could never entertain or practise trade- 
unionist prineiples by reason of his inability to 
strike against dec payment for his services 
—for rarer am were regulated by a statu- 


tory procedure. What would a strike of such 
men mean? Were they to do so, hanging 
would be too for them, for they would be 


imperilling thousands of lives. It was sorrow- 
ful to contemplate men of understanding 
treating those beneath them as if they were 
some commodity out of which a profit must 
be made, and who were only born ‘into 
the world for their use and convenience. 
Some had said this when they had said 
to the pilots :—‘‘ In allowing you to work at our 
dock we require you to agree to work at a 
reduced rate of pay, and you must promise us 
that you will not join in any‘agitation for a rise 
without our. sanction, but cheerfully work at 
what we think enough for you.” (Shame.) 
That was in effect the wording of a document 
the Cardiff pilots had been asked to sign. 
(Read it.”) Well, he would, and he would 
then ask the Congress to judge it upon its merits. 
It ran :— 
To THE BARRY PILOTAGE BOARD, 

I, —— of ——, in the county of ——, do hereby 
apply for a pilot’s licence to act as pilot to vessels 
destined for or departing from the Barry Dock, 
within the waters of the Bristol Channel eastward 
of Lundy Island, or within the waters comprised 
within an imaginary line drawn from Breaksea Point 
to Breaksea Lightship, thence in an easterly direction 
to the Flat Holm, and thence in a N.W. direction to 
Laverlock Point. And I hereby undertake to con- 
form to the by-laws and resolutionsfor the time being 
of the Barry Pildtage Board. 


Was that document not striking at the very root 
of trades unionism? (Cries of ‘‘ Yes.”) Nothing 
more barbarous had even been put into a man’s 
hands. Czar-like severity would never treat the 
pilots as the men who framed that document 
were endeavouring to treat them. (Cheers and 
cries of ‘“Coercion.”) It was very opportune 
that the Church Congress should visit this 
district; some of its members should visit a 
neighbouring locality to inculcate into some 
hearts and minds the knowledg that to do 
unto others as you would wish to be 
done unto is essentially a Christian virtue. 
a wasa national institution, its uses were 
not only national, but international ; those who 
adopted it as a calling could not, must not, be 
submitted to the ruling of any body of men who 
wished to obtain by their impoverishment a much 
larger dividend for themselves than others have. 
The Barry Dock Company said they would go 


in and again to Parliament till they got their 
pllotage board. Over £2,500 had had to be taken 


out of the pockets of widows and orphans of pilots 
to defend just rights. If they wanted a 'pilotage 
board for the purpose of making an efficient 
ilotage service they had signally failed, 
Lesasee pw had made _ painters, dock 
labourers, and all kinds of people who had 
interested themselves in their behalt, pilots 
to the exclusion of men who had served their ap- 
prenticeship and passed their examination. He 
wanted the conference and the seamen they re- 
presented to demand of the Barry Dock Company 
to give the pilots proper representation. 
m the motion of Mr. Tizzard, a cordial vote of 
thanks was accorded to Captain Cawley. 

Captain Cawley, in repiying, said the paper 
was being printed, so that all the Unionists in the 
cgunity might have an opportunity of perusing 
if’ (Applause. ) 





PROPOSED WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ FuND. 


The President stated that, in accordance with 

a desire expressed by the Cardiff branch, he had 
repared a brief paper on the establishment of a 
National Seamen’s Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, 
to be maintained in connection with the Union, 
a. porn There could be no doubt of its de- 
sirability, and that it was a duty devolving upon 
them. The question was how best to set it to 
work, and there were three methods. (1) By 
each individual making separate provision 
for the uncertain duration of life; (2) 
by compulsory deductions from wages, under 
legal enactment, which would form a national 
fund, and administered under Govern- 
ment authority ; and (3) a voluntary mutual effort 
by the men themselves, supplemented by dona- 
tions and subscriptions of the generous. There 
were serious objections to the two first 
methods. To the last, or voluntary system, he 
inclined most favourably, owing to his experi- 
ence with a similar fund for the Amalgamated 
we. of Railway Servants. He recommended: 
(1) That for the support of the widows, 
orphans, and widowed mothers of de- 
ceased members a special fund should be 
established in connection with the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union. (2) That the fund should be 
supported by (a) a weekly contribution of 3d. 
er member; (6) by subscriptions and 

onations collected from the benevolent 
shipowners, merchants, &c.; (c) by the proceeds 
of fétes, entertainments, lectures, sermons, and 
an annual drawing after the manner of that of the 
Railway Servants’ Orphan Fund. The benefits to 
the relatives of any member who at his death had 
been six consecutive months in the Union, and 
was clear in the books, to be as follows :—(a) To 
a widow 5s. per week for herself so long as she 
remains a widow and conducts herself with pro- 
priety ; (6) for each child under 12 years ls. 
per week until the age mentioned is reached, pro- 
vided that the joint benefit to the widow and 
children does not exceed 10s. weekly ; (c) in the 
event of the orphans being motherless the widow's 
allowance of 5s, per week shall be added to the 
children’s allowance of ls. each, and paid to the 
nearest friend until the youngest child attained 12 
years ; (d)to the widowed mother (if an unmarried 
deceased member had supported her), 5s. per week 
while she remains a widow, &c. ; but this could 
only be paid on behalf of oneson. Taking the year 
1887 as an average, it was found that 4,434 
masters, officers, and seamen of the British mer- 
cantile marine were said to have died. Of this 
total no less than 3,067 deaths were occasioned 
by wreck, drowning, and other accidents. This 
return did not include deaths that occurred on 
shore, and taking the total roughly at 5,100, the 
total number of men employed being about 
300,000, he estimated that as the Union num- 
bered 60,000 the annual number of deaths would 
be 1,000. At the subscription rate he had men- 
tioned the income would be £39,000, which by 
accumulation at interest would probably equal 
atthe end of 12 years a fund equal to all 
claims under the scale he had submitted besides 
meeting the annual claims upon the society. 
(Applause. ) 

Loss of Life at Sea. 

Mr. J. H. Wilson said that the one great 
matter that the public should be made acquainted 
with was the loss of life at sea and its contri- 
butory causes. He said that under-manning 
was one of the principal contributory causes. 
For instance, if a man was overworked, his eye- 
sight was naturally not so clear as if he had had 
proper rest. If a man spent two hours at the 
wheel, unprotected from wind and sea, and peer- 
ing into a compass, and was then relieved to go 
and do other duty on the forecastle head, there 
was a reasonable possibility that his eyesight 
would be dim. Many collisions in the Channel 
happened while the officer and look-out man on 
board a sailing vessel were engaged in taking in 
sail. Moreover, under-manning caused necessary 
work to be neglected. Another cause of loss of 
life was incompetent officers. These latter had 
gone to school and got crammed with useless 
knowledge. Less cramming and more practical 
knowledge were greatly required. Incompetent 
seamen also existed. 

Mr. McKervey, North Shields, said that two 
days after last Christmas he joined a boat at 6 
p.m. They left at midnight, and the officers and 
pilot were not ina fit state todo their duty. In 
consequence they crossed the bar with 13 fathoms 
of cable hanging over the bows. (Laughter,) They 
were @ man short, and another member of the 
crew had either been walking through or working 
in a brick-field that day. (Laughter.) They ran 
into a barque, and at the subsequent inquiry 
more than three-fourths of the crew swore things 
which were contrary to their conscience and 
contrary to their own safety, (Hear, hear.) 





Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Fysh, and Mr. F. W. Young 
continued the discussion. 

Mr. J. Jenkins proposed that the congress 
should instruct the executive by means of the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress to take immediate action for the total 
abolition of deck loading. (Applause.) 

Mr, J. J. Robinson seconded the resolution, 
which was carried unanimously. 

As soon as the congress was concluded, the dele. 
gates hurried off to the Pier-head in order to take 
part in a grand procession. Shortly after 6 p.m. the 
procession was formed up,and marched off four deep, 
accompanied by two brass bands. About 500 
sailors, delegates, and friends took part in the 
procession. A contingent of the Newport branch 
of the Amalgamated Union of Sailors and Fire. 
men arrived in good time to join in the demon- 
stration, whilst all the members of the Cardiff 
branch who were on shore were, of course, 
present. Marching through Bute-street, Custom 

ouse-street, St. Mary’s-street, Duke-street, and 
Queen-street, they reached the Park Hall in good 
time, and their passage through the town 
attracted a vast concourse of peopleto Park-place, 
the crowd then pouring into the vast building 
until it was crowded. 

The Mayor (Alderman David Jones), who was 
received with prolonged cheering, then moved the 
following fa) 8 il q 


That this meeting of tne people of Cardiff ex. 
presses its sincere sympathy with the sailors and fire. 
men in the many necessary risks they incur and 
grievances they endure in their avocation, and re- 
joices that the National Seamen’s and Firemen’s 
Union has been established for the purpose of 
remedying the same, and obtaining the general im- 
provement and condition of the British seaman, 


(Applause.) He was glad, he said, to be there 
that night to move a resolution of that character, 
That combination among the sailors of our own 
country had been needed nobody would deny. 
(Hear, hear.) That they had grievances he did 
not think any man in the kingdom—shipowner or 
any other owner—would stand up to deny. 
(Applause.) They performed dangerous duties day 
after day, often on very bad food—(loud and pro- 
longed cheering)—and badly lodged. (Cheers.) 
The Legislature enacted that every seaman should 
have not less than 70 cubic feet space in which to 
live in his forecastle. That represented a length 
of seven feet and a breadth of three feet, and 
about three-and-a-half feet in height for a man 
to live and move and breathe in. (‘‘Shame.”) He 
had been told that 300 cubic feet was the space 

rovided per man in convict prisons. (‘* Shame.”) 
Rasthr some endeavour should be made to obtain 
for a seaman more than a fourth part of the 
breathing space which the Legislature insisted 
upon for criminals. (Loud cheers.) 

Councillor Joseph Ramsdale supported the 
resolution in a speech that evoked repeated 
cheers. 


Speech by Mr. Broadhurst, M.P. 


Mr. Broadhurst, who was received with loud 
and prolonged cheers, said: Mr. Chairman, Lord 
Brassey, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I think we 
should congratulate the Seamen and Firemen’s 
Union on the magnificent success of the demon- 
stration we are taking part in to-night. (Cheers.) 
This must be a new experience to those of our 
fellow-workmen who have hitherto attracted but 
little public sympathy in comparison to the enor- 
mous interests with which they are associated. We 
are here to-night to bid them go on in the path 
they have commenced ; we are here to tell them 
that so long as they continue this policy of fight- 
ing their own battle, or taking the lead in it, that 
we are at their backs, and that no call shall be 
unanswered when made to the workmen on land 
to support the claims and just demands of their 
fellow workers at sea. (Loud cheers. ) 


A Goop WorpD For MR. PLIMSOLL. 


But, having regard to old times, we cannot but 
notice with pleasure to-night the presence of Mr 
Plimsoll. (Loud cheers.) Mr. Plimsoll did more 
perhaps, than any other man living to raise the 
question of the sailors, (Loud cheers.) We 


are glad to notice that we have also 
with us Lord Brassey, who, while we 
are leading the attack in the Lower 


House, may be relied on to do great and go0l 
service for our fellows in the Upper House 
(Cheers.) The sailor has more friends in the 
House of Commons now than he had when Mr. 
Plimsoll was there. Then he was almost single 
handed as a distinct champion of their cause. On 
the day when Mr. Plimsoli returns to the House 
he will find a band of brothers who will be 
devoted to him in supporting his views and assist: 
ing him in pressing them upon the Government 
and upon the country. (Loud cheers.) 
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PRACTICAL SEAMEN IN PARLIAMENT. 


And I may say that we all earnestly hope that 
we shall be reinforced in this direction at no dis- 
tant date by a representative of the seamen them- 
selves—(cheers)—so that they can speak in their 
own language, tell their own tale, and answer 
the shipowners there face to face as they can 
only be answered by men who have been to 
sea and who know the practice of the sea after 
leaving port. (Loud cheers.) It must be by 
the voice of these men that the great cause will 
be ultimately won, and [ hope and trust that all 
classes, insome place or other, will unite for 
this purpose of sending a mouthpiece of the 
sailors themselves to the House of Commons 
(Cheers.) Now, sir, I think I may say without 
any egotism, without fear of challenge of speak- 
ing without authority, that in the new movement 
commenced by the sailors they will in the 
future, as they have done in the past, meet with 
the hearty support and co-operation of the great 
Trades Unions of other branches of industry. 
(Cheers.) We did not fail in our duty years 
back. Some of our unions did great and noble 
work in supporting Mr. Plimsoll. Many of our 
trade societies gave their £50, some of them their 
£500, and others their £1,000 tothe fund that 
was set on foot for the purpose of supporting the 
member for Derby at that date in his under- 
taking. (Cheers.) 

TRADES UNIONISM WILL SUPPORT THE SAILORS, 


And what we did then will be done again if it 
is necessary, and will be done the more readily 
because we know that those concerned are doing 
their utmost to help themselves. (Cheers.) We 
arrived long ago at the opinion that the pro- 
tection of | al life was a more sacred cause 
than the increase of profit. (Hear, hear.) And 
this is the basis of the whole question. It is 
human life against profits and successes. Now, to 
meet this difficulty and to solve this problem, 
Parliament can do something. (Hear, hear.) 
There are some things that only Parliament can 
do. (Hear, hear.) There are others which Par- 
liament can never do, or never do well. (Hear, 
hear.) At any rate, Parliament can very well 
assert its authority and dictate its terms and con- 
ditions as to the loading, as to the manning, 
and as to the insurance of our _ great 
mercantile marine. (Hear, hear.) All we 
say with regard to insurance—that is, all we 
have time to say to-night—is this: That we pro- 
test against its being more profitable for a vessel 
and its living freight to be lost than itis for our 


. brothers and for the vessel itself to be brought 


safely into port. (Hear, hear.) 
Tuincs SAILORS Must SEE To THEMSELVES. 


There are conditions connected with wages, 
with provisions, and with other affairs of a sailor’s 
life as between himself and his employers which, 
believe, the Seamen’s Union will be able to 
manage more effectively and more success- 
fully than Parliament can manage _ it 
for them. ( Cheers. ) I believe that Mr. 
Wilson, the eloquent leader of the Seamen’s 
Union—(cheers)—will in the main agree with me 
upon this point, and as I entered the platform I 
heard our chairman warning the workmen not to 
rely too much upon philanthropy. (Hear, hear.) 
Sir, philanthropy is a noble work. It has great 
Opportunities. There are many great under- 
takings in which it has been successful. There 
are others in which it can still be successful. But 
there are conditions of life in which philanthropy 
—if leaned upon—will be found to be a broken 
reed,and will tear the body of those who rely upon 
it. (Hear, hear.) 


LIFE AND Work OF THE SAILORS. 


Now, sir, who are the men whose cause we 
plead here to-night, and what is the nature of 
their calling? To-day I have, by the kindness of 
my host, Mr. Lascelles Carr, and by the great 
courtesy of your dock authorities, spent many 
hours in viewing the marvellous works of 
the Cardiff docks. I have seen to-day great 
Instruments of science for loading and un- 
loadin; _ Vessels. I have seen great schemes 
for lifting vessels and repairing them. 
have seen a marvellous sight of industry going on 
in all directions, loading or unloading cargoes 
hard and cargoes soft, from the North and 
from the South. (Cheers.) And there we wit- 
nessed the result of the great enterprise of our 
shipping community. But we little dream of the 
great privations, of the enormous risks, of the 
great sacrifices and untold labour of our seamen 
who go forth from continent to continent in order 
bring comforts and enrichment to the nation, 
and in order to spread its commerce and its works 
throughout all parts of the globe. I say of these 
contrivances and these enterprises and these 
appliances of science and inventions, what would 





they be worth if you had not the mento man 
the vessels after they were ready. Now, sir, 
L ask this meeting, as Mr. Plimsoll and others 
asked years back, ought we to spare ourselves in 
any degree, in any direction, in protecting the 
lives of the men, of our own blood, our own 
brothers, our own friends and relations, who 
bridge the oceans for the benefit of the 
nation. (Loud cheers.) I say we ought not to 
spare ourselves in any degree whatever when 
insisting upon the best conditions possible for 
those men who do this great and noble work. 
(Cheers. ) 


Mr. BROADHURST AND THE CLERGYMEN. 


I was once, sir, the subject of an extraordinary 
invitation, and the great honour and rare oppor- 
tunity was conferred upon me of being invited to 
address a number of clergymen of all denomina- 
tions in Exeter-hall, and the object, so far as I 
canremem ber, was to obtain, ifpossible,someexpres- 
sion of opinion as to why more workmen did not at- 
tendour placesof worship. (Laughter. ) Time would 
forbid me to give you a summary of the many 
views I took on that interesting occasion, but 
having for once the clergyman below me—and I, 
as it were, in his pulpit—(‘‘ Hear, hear,” and 
laughter)-—-I grasped the opportunity of giving 
it him in a very direct and plain-spoken manner. 
(Cheers.) And I declared I thought it would 
add largely to the ability of the clergyman who 
preached to workmen, who attracts workmen, 
who understands workmen’s trials and difficul- 
ties and privations, that in addition to his college 
life, and when he has obtained his degree at 
the university he should be sent for 
the whole of the summer months into the 
deepest and worst-ventilated coal-mine in Great 
Britain—(laughter and cheers)—and there com- 

elled to labour as long as the other colliers 
aboured, and at the end of his summer term in 
the mine he should be transposed to a deep-sea 
fishing boat and sent to the Dogger Bank for the 
winter months. (Laughter and cheers.) I might 
have added that he might well spend the October 
in the North Sea in the equinoctials on a vessel 
with six or eight feet of deck cargo, and then take 


his summer holiday in the tropics next 
year. (Laughter and cheers.) Next he 
might try a few months in the stoke- 


hole—(loud cheers)—and then I ventured to 
express an opinion that if he had anything in him 
he would be apretty wellqualified preacher to the 
working men. (Loud cheers.) Now, sir, naturally 
I think that my suggestion should receive atiten- 
tion, andI think a great many people will admit 
that that there is something in it. Those who 
have never been to sea in an under-manned and 
badly-found ship can never understand a sailor’s 
objection to such ships—(cheers)—but I believe 
with Mr. Plimsoll that all these things, or many 
of them, are going to be rectified. (Loud and pro- 
longed cheers. ) 
UNIONISM SUCCEEDS. 

We must not attempt too much at atime. Let 
usdo our part, and do it thoroughly well; and 
one of our great leaders—I am now speaking for 
myself, of course, and he is one of my great 
leaders—Sir William Harcourt, in a speech at 
Salisbury the other day, assured the Govern- 
ment that if they were inclined to introduce 
some legislation next session for the seamen 
he would give them his greatest assistance and 
support. (Cheers.) Mr. Wilson will bear me out 
when I tell this meeting that at the beginning of 
this year, when we met the President of the 
Board of Trade, we gave him a similar assurance 
—of course, we had not the same authority—and, 
so far as we could gather, the President of the 
Board of Trade seemed to shew a kindly disposi- 
tion in several directions. (Loud cheers.) We 
hope that that dispcsition is still unchanged, and 
if itis I promise you that I will give him my 
humble services, whatever they may be worth, 
in passing any sound and honest measure for 
dealing with any part or section of the 
sailors’ grievances. (Loud cheers.) I will 
now, with your permission, say a few words 
on the general subject of Trades Unionism. 
(Hear, hear.) We all feel that this is a seaman’s 
demonstration, and we have special advocates of 
the seamen here in the persons of Lerd Brassey 
and Mr. Plimsoll, to say nothing of the seamen 
themselves, and when they appeal to the seamen 
to stand firm by their Union [ am here to say 
“ Ditto ” to that appeal, and I also call upon the 
seamen in every port, in qvery town, to join 
this great association. Have patience; allow 


your plant time enough; allow your new 
plant to take root before you _ set 
up an encounter in the great storms and 


strifes of a contest with capital. Give it an 
opportunity, and it will assuredly do this work, 
as other associations have done it for other in- 





dustries. There are those of the new faith who 
say that Trades Unionism has failed, and 
that our various trade associations are in- 
capable and are useless to protect the workers in 
the daily contest with capital for a livelihood. 
Now, sir, I am here to say that I do not believe 
there is a word of truth in it. (Hear, hear.) I 
am here to declare that Trades Unionism has 
not failed. (Hear, hear.) On the contrary, it 
has been one of the most marvellous social sue- 
cesses for the labouring classes that has been wit- 
nessed in the civilised world in any history with 
which we are acquainted. (Cheers.) as it 
failed? I appeal to the Trades Unionists of 
Cardiff. (‘‘No, no.”) I will not appeal. to 
young men—although [ should do so with great 
Saniaenee and dependence in their judgment 
—but I will appeal to the men who remember 
the condition of the workers 30 or 40 years 
back. I will ask them to compare those 
conditions with the conditions obtaining to-day, 
and I ask whether there is any comparison— 
whether there has not been an enormous advance. 
(Loud cheers.) What power has done this except 
the power of combination? (Hear, hear.) Our 
wages have increased, our hours of labour have 
decreased, and capital has not suffered. Many 
years back, in the early Parliamentary life of our 
noble friend Lord Brassey asa young man in the 
House of Commons, with an experience 

by no other ‘man in that House, declared that 
2s. a day for a foreign navvy, as against 4s. fora 
Britisher, did not mean a 2s. cheaper day’s work. 


BETTER THE PAY, BETTER THE WORK. 


Therein lies the whole question. What Trades 
Unionism contends for is this—that the better 
men are treated the more valuable are they as 
working men. (Hear, hear.) Yes, sir, if we had 
time to-night to prove my statements, by refer- 
ence to the working hours and wages, we should 
establish beyond question or dispute the declara- 
tion I have made, that Trades Unionism has 


worked a revolution in bettering the con- 
dition of those who have been members 
of such Trades Unions. (Cheers.) Yes, 


but it has done more than that. More money 
and less hours without a corresponding higher 
moral life would be of little value. (Hear, hear.) 
It is the bigher moral life to which it has led the 
working men that is our chief gain. To-day we 
have our representatives in every part of our local 
and Imperial services, or nearly so. Twenty-five 
years ago there was not a working man in this 
hall who would dream of a working man being 
sent into Parliament within a measurable dis- 
tance of time from that date. Had you told me 
25 years back that within 15 years I should 
become a member of Parliament I should have 
thought you madmen, and many ether people 
would have thought the same. 


WORKING MEN AS LEGISLATORS. 


But we were marching on at a speed we could 
not accurately measure. (Loud cheers.) Such 
has been the result. You have your own repre- 
sentatives in Parliament from all parts of the 
kingdom — and you have a noble one from 
the Rhondda Valley. (Cheers.) You have them 
in your Civil Service departments, you have them 
upon your magisterial benches, in your local 
machinery—your town councils and local boards. 
(Cheers.) And what is as important as Parlia- 
ment is that you should have working men upon 
your educational institute—(loud applause)—and, 
akove ail, members of boards of guardians, which 
will be more largely the case when we have 
abolished the property qualification. (Hear, 
hear.) I know of no nobler branches of the publie 
service that a man could devote himself to than 
to the training of the young mind, the develop- 
ment of that mind by educational work, so 
as to fit him for the battle of life equally 
with the noblest person in the land— 
(cheers)—and, on the other hand, that our aged 
brothers and sisters who have been wounded and 
defeated in the great struggle for existence, when 
no longer able to maintain themselves, shall not 
be cruelly used and neglected in what is called out 
workhouses. (Cheers.) These are sacred em- 
"nap gent they are noble work. And we have 
to-day our members engaged in all these under 
takings, and I ask whether that is not progress— 
whether, within 15 years all this a been ac- 
complished, it is not a thing we should be proud 
of, and which we should continue to press for- 
ward, so that the day will not be far distant when 
it will be impossible to have an institution for 
the government of the Empire that has not 
amongst its members representatives of the 
labouring community. (Cheers.) 


WHAT HAS BEEN WON. 


Yes, sir, we have fought these great battles of 
the people. We commenced by obtaining the 
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franchise. Then,when we had obtained the fran- 
chise, we used it as a means to these ends, and 
Great Britain is the better to-day for the works 
we have done, and the hope of the future is 
brightened by those works to those who follow in 
our lines of labour. (Cheers.) Yes, sir, and we 
had to do this unaided ; we had to do it in the 
face of the opposition of the press; we had to 
do it in the face of persecution by the law ; the 
platform was against us; the pulpit, which 
should be a sacred place for the protection of 
all classes, which should be a rostrum for the 
denunciation of wrongs and injustices—the pulpits 
of this country were against us. Many of them 
denounced us. (‘‘Shame.”) But we were in the 
right, and God protects and encourages the right 
(Cheers.) To-day things are very different. ‘The 
seamen come to Cardiff and they are enter- 
tained by his worship the mayor, and no 
little honour do I count it to be so enter- 
tained. We view your mayor, not in his own 
personality, but we view him as the legal 
and proper chief {magistrate of the people of 
Cardiff ; we look upon him as their representative 
freely chosen, in the first place as a councillor and 
then by steady progress to the chief seat amongst 
the councillors. e entertains the seamen to- 
day, and the newspapers, instead of denouncing 
us, are encouraging us. (Cheers.) Some of 
your timid and weak and faltering brethren in 
the pulpit are seriously considering whether it 1s 
not time to see that there are two sides to 
the great labour question. Thank God, we 
have among the ministry the bold brethren 
who stand forth in their true characters as the 
ambassadors of the greatest friend of labour 
that ever was upon earth. (Loud cheers.) As 
His ambassadors they stand forth, and declare 
that workmen have rights, and they will help to 
maintain them. (Cheers.) Lord mayors and 
cardinals and peers seek to render service to the 
cause of the poor. (Cheers.) We acknowledge 
with gratitude and thanks this progress in the 
public mind. 


THE SACRIFICES OF THE PAST. 


But who is it that fought the great battle in 
days when these things were otherwise, when it 
was not always as it is to-day; Your chairman, 
yesterday, in his excellent and educative ad- 
dress, pointed out that our position to-day has 
only been obtained by enormous sacrifices, by 
the almost unexampled devotion of man to man 
in our Trades’ Unionist system,and that although 
many to-day are rushing forward to take a part 
in thenew condition. of things, let the workmen ever 
remember, if they should ever be lured to give up 
their self-dependence—let them remember that it 
was by that virtue their liberties were won and 
their rights secured—(applause)—and the moment 
they surrender this self-dependence there is 
danger that they will revert again to that position 
of servitude which was theirs in the days that are 
gone by. (Hear, hear.) 


MARKS OF PROGRESS. 


Gentlemen, I fear I have been inconsiderate in 
occupying your time and attention so much 
to-night. (‘‘ No,” and cheers.) I will not trespass 
much further, but I cannot help noticing how this 
meeting marks time inthe path of progress—that 
the old doctrine is beginning again to be preached 
anew. The old commandment, that ‘‘ Ye love 
one another,” is being preached to-day in many 
newspapers, from a thousand platforms, and 
from a few pulpits. (Hear, hear.) Depend 
upon it that your duty is to see that this progress 
is not allowed to halt inits onward course. (Loud 
cheers.) Let us keep it well tothefront. (Hear, 
hear.) They are recognising the fact that, whether 
the sempstress in the garett or the miner in the 
bowels of the earth, or the seaman contending 
with the storm-tossed ocean, they have all bodies 
to be fed and souls to be saved. (Loud cheers.) 
They are recognising the old declaration of man’s 
equality, that the soul of the ‘least of these” 
is as precious in the eyes of the great Creator 
as the soul of the greatest emperor the 
universe has ever seen. (Cheers.) Yes, sir, 
we are flesh and we are blood, although we have 
not ancient lineage, though we cannot trace 
back our ancestry and set it forth as some 
of the great nobles of the land. And in saying 
this lam making no reflection upon our honoure 
and noble guest of to-night. (Cheers.) If he will 
excuse the liberty which I am about to take—I 
have not time to think whether it is right or not, 
but I will venture—(cheers)—I will say that we 
still regard him as a man of the people. (Loud 
eheers.) Well, sir, although we cannot trace back 
our ancestors as some have done, yet, if we 
believe the ~Great Guide—the Book in which 
the liberties: of mankind are set forth from 
the beginning to the end of the volume—if we 
believe that great Book—who ean boast above 








another of ancient parentage? Weare allsons 
and daughters of one forefather and mother. 
(Loud cheers.) We have but one parentage, 
namely, Adam and Eve—(laughter)—and, there- 
fore, we are as ancient as they are. We are as 
important as they are. We could better spare all 
the bag of dukes there are in the world than we 
can spare our merchant seamen. (Cheers.) Not 
but that there are good men amongdukes. A 
man is often a duke without being able to avoid 
it. (Laughter.) It was no fault of his, and very 
seldom was it that it was his merit. (Laughter 
and cheers. ) 
Not ENemikEs To CaPrirAat. 

We are here to declare that we are friends of 
capital. (Hear, hear.) We have no enmity 
against any class, least of all against the employ- 
ing class. On the contrary, we wish employers 
had often more unity amongst themselves than 
they have at the present moment—(cheers)—that 
they would not seek to destroy each other by 
unworthy competition. (Hear, hear.) They 
would have fewer causes for disputes with their 
workmen. (Cheers.) In some phases of industrial 
life their interests are certainly in parallel lines 
with our interests. We are here to-night to say 
that we have no enmity against this or other 
classes, but we are here tv declare that we are 
men and women, and that the conditions which 
have prevailed in our lives in the past shall 
not by God’s help prevail in the future. 
(Cheers.) We are here to appeal to other work- 
men to come and join us in these undertakings. 
(Hear, hear.) If we have not done more than we 
have done, it was not our fault. It is because 
many held aloof. They only share in the com- 
forts of our successes, while they stand aloof out 
of danger in the struggles in which we have to 
engage. 

JOIN HANDs. 
I ask any man whether it is not an inglorious 
position which every true citizen should be 
ashamed of? What is there in life to contend for 
except this—The love, the goodwill, and the admi- 
ration of your fellow-men? (Cheers.) And if you 
have done nothing to earn this, then you go down 
to your grave unhonoured and unsung. (Ap- 
—) Task you to consider whether, if you 
ave neglected this duty in the past, you will not 
to-night make a newstart in life, and pledge your- 
selves that for the future the cause of labour shall 
be your cause,and, if youdo, then this organisation 
will say our cause shall be yours likewise — 
(applause)—all for one, each for all, and all for 
each. (Cheers.) I ask you whether it is nota 
work, an undertaking, a noble life worthy of 
your consideration and acceptance—(loud cheers) 
—believing always that 
He’s true to God who’s true to man ; wherever wrong 
is done 

To the humblest and the weakest ‘neath the all 
beholding sun, 

That wrong is also done to him, and he’s the slave 
most base 

Whose love of right is for himself and not for all his 
race. 


(Loud and continued cheers. ) 

Lord Brassey supported the resolution, which 
was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Wilson moved :— 

That this meeting recommends that a compulscry 
load-line should be fixed to all vessels, in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Load-line Com- 
mittee which sat some five years ago. 

The chairman read a letter he had just re- 
ceived from a seaman, recounting the loss of one 
of the crew while he was engaged in painting the 
outside of a ship that was going to New York at 
the rate of 10 knots an hour. 

Mr. McKendrick (Dundee) seconded the resolu- 
tion, which was carried by acclamation. 


The Legal Department. 


The legal department of the Union, which is, 
of course, an important one, necessitating the 
providing of legal aid for members in all parts of 
Great Britain and Ireland, gave rise during the 
Congress to considerable discussion from time to 
time. The result did not publicly transpire, but 
we understand that in recognition of his services 
to and sacrifices for the Union, Mr. T. Watson 
Brown, B.A., LL.D., was appointed solicitor at a 
fixed salary to tax the costs of the solicitors at the 
various branches, and to act as the chief solicitor 
of the organisation. 

A LorpD IN THE FoLp. 

On which day the event occurred we are not 
quite sure, but while the Congress was sitting it 
was reported that Lord Brassey had joined the 
Union—a report which was received with mingled 
ng chong and incredulity. But it turned out to 

etrue. He had joined the Southampton branch, 
to which the news was wired, and there it was 
received with great rejoicing. 





ee, 


Mr. Plimsoll, 
Who was heartily received, plunged at once into 
the question of overloading. After some general 
observations, he ctealt with the allegation made 
by shipowners that it would be unfair to enags 
the proposed restriction if foreigners were not 
alsocompellei to load in the same way. But 
shipowners should bear in mind that the load. 
line proposed dllowed, by their own confession, 
that every ship should be loaded to its maximum 
carrying capacity. What would be thought of q 
man who was inclined to commit bigamy, and 
who said it would be unfair to put a restraint 
upon his wishes until we could persuade the Shah 
of Persia or the Sultan of Turkey to legislate 
against bigamy? (Laughter and hear, hear.) 
FOREIGNERS AND OVERLOADING. 

Mr. Plimsoll went on to say : But the overload. 
ing charged to foreigners is, to a large extent,our 
overloading, for it has frequently happened (Lean 
give instancesof many ships) where the overloadin 
has been gross and habitual, and the Board of 
Trade officers have stopped it, those vessels 
have either been sold, or alleged to have 
been sold, to foreigners, mostly to Norwegian 
owners. Ina great number of cases there is no 
doubt whatever that the ownership remained as 
it was before. But that foreigners do not over. 
load I think may be established by this further 
point. I am quoting now from ‘ Hansard,” 
‘* The loss of life among English seamen is one in 
66 per annum ; German, one in 123; the Nether. 
lands, one in 232; Norway, one in 277; and in 
Italy, one in 454.” (In Italy the captains of 
vessels are nearly all part owners.) So that we 
lose rather more than four times as many men 

er 1,000 employed in our fleets as Germany, the 
Netherlands, Norway, and Italy. The loss of 
these four countries average Jess than a quarter 
of the British loss. That does not seem to shew 
that there is much overloading among foreign 
vessels, because I presume the winds do not pay 
respect tonational flags. (Cheers.) Overloading 
is unlawful now, but here we are asked positively 
to sanction that vessels shall be allowed to exceed 
their maximum carrying capacity for the sole 
advantage of some merciless, mercenary, and cold. 
blooded owner. 

THE EXIsTING LAw. 

The power which they now ask they have 
already. It is contained in the 13th clause of 39 
and 40 Vic., cap. 86 (1886)—‘* Where a foreign 
ship has taken on board all or any part of her 
cargo at a port in the United aio, and is 
whilst at that port unsafe by reason of overload- 
ing or improper loading, the provisions of this Act 
with respect to the detention of ships shall apply 
to that foreign ship as if she were a British ship, 
with the following modifications :— 

(1) A copy of the order for the provisional deten- 
tion of the ship shall be forthwith served on the con- 
sular officer for the State to which the ship belongs 
at or nearest to the place where the ship is detained, 

(2) Where a ship has been provisionally detained, 
the consular officer, on the request of the owner or 
master of the ship, may require that the person ap- 
pointed by the Board of Trade to survey the ship 
shall be accompanied by such persons as the consular 
officer may select, and in such case, if the surveyor 
and such person agree, the Board of Trade shall 
cause the ship to be detained or released accordingly, 
but if they differ the Board of Trade may act as if 
the requisition had not been made, and the owner 
and master shall have the appeal to the court of 
survey toughing the report of the surveyor which is 
before provided by this Act; and 

(3) Where the owner or master of the ship appeals 
to the court of survey, the consular officer, on the 
request of such owner or master, may appoint any 
competent person who shall be assessor in stich case 
in lieu of the assessor who, if the ship were a British 
ship, would be appointed otherwise than by the 
Board of Trade, 

In this section the expression ‘ consular 
officer” means any consul-general, vice-consul, 
consular agent, or other officer recognised by a 
Secretary of State as a consular officer of a foreign 
State. 

TO FRIGHTEN THE ‘ GRIFFINS.” 


I now ask why do they not use it ? Well, gentle- 
men, my opinion is that they do not want to use 
it, knowing that the grievance against which it 
is directed is so extremely slight. But they do 
want it for another purpose, and that is to 
frighten what the Indians call ‘ griftins” with, 
nainely, new-comers, to the consideration .of the 
question. (Laughter and cheers.) If a lot of mem- 
bers of Parliament, with little previous know 
ledge of ships and shipping, are formed intoa 
committee or commission to discuss matters like 
this, they are very much at the mercy of the per: 
manent officials of the Government and _ ship- 
owners. Only in relation to this particular com- 
mittee I saw an able spevch by one of the mem- 
bers shortly afterwards something like this: ““We 
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inted out to the shipowners the danger of even 
raising this regulation against foreigners in case 
they shou! make reprisals in their ports, and I 
instanced to them the case of foreigners where 
their law prescribes the number of men that 
shall man the ships, the said number having 
relation to the ship’s size and its require- 
ments, and I said that if we interfered with 
their loading in our ports, they might insist 
on our manning our ships in accordance with 
their ideas of what they thought was right in 
such cases.” Gentlemen, I only wish they 
would. The practice of under-manning is very 
revalent and dreadful in our navy, and if the 
foreigners could pull us straight in that regard we 
should have every reason to be grateful. (Ap- 
lause.) But, unfortunately, there is no such 
uck. It would appear from this gentleman’s re- 
marks that he is not aware that each nation has 
its own shipping laws, which it will enforce upon 
its own satjooss and upon foreigners alike in its 
own ports. 

ACTION OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 

I will give you one or two instances. It was 
found in Montreal that our Government allowed 
its shipowners to load ships with grain in a 
terribly careless manner. ‘The corn was poured 
into the vessel from a height, just as you would 
pour corn into a manger from a bushel. On one 
occasion, at the close of the season, seven British 
vessels left the day before the lights and marks of 
the river St. Lawrence were withdrawn. Of these 
seven vessels only two arrived at their destina- 
tion; the others went down and drowned their 
men. (Shame.) What happened? Did the 
Canadian Government weukiy complain to our 
Government and ask it to put the matter right? 
Not atall. They immediately passed an Act of 
their own, requiring that no ship should load a 
bushel of grain in their ports until she had been 
prepared to receive the cargounder the supervision 
of their own ofiicer and according to his instrue- 
tions. (Cheers.) The next instance I will give 
is that of the Government of India. They found 
that the poor pilgrims to Mecca were brought 
home to the various ports in India in a shockingly 
overcrowded condition, in some cases so over- 
crowded that they could not possibly take rest. 
Imyself have been on board a vessel carrying 
pilgrims when they could not possibly lie down 
without lying on the top of one another, and they 
had to take it in turns to lie down on the deck, 
and four men thought themselves particularly 
fortunate when I pointed out to them an empty 
boatin which they might dispose of themselves. 
The Indian Government, it is obvious, could not 
interfere with the loading of ships at Jedda, 
which is the port on the Red Sea at which pas- 
sengers arrived for Mecca, and from which they 
sailed. But anxious to abate the dreadful abuse 
and cruelty to the poor pilgrims, they said, ‘* We 
cannot interfere with them in their loading at 
Jedda, but we can interfere with them entering 
our own ports,” and they promptly imposed a 
very heavy fine—much in excess of the passage 
money which ‘would be paid by the pilgrims at 
Jedda—for every pilgrim landed in any port in 
India in excess of a certain certified number for 
each vessel. And so they effectually stopped 
this terrible abuse. (Hear, hear.) "The next 
instance I will quote is that of our own naviga- 
- law. In a speech by Viscount Cardwell, 

ocating the repeal of these laws in the House 

of Commons, he stated, ‘‘ Hansard,” vol. 130, 
4 235, inter alia, that if a ship came from 
orway to Dublin or Hull with timber and 
wanted to load back with coal she was compelled 
to proceed from Dublin or Hull, as the case might 

» to Newcastle without taking an ounce of 
cargo, no matter how much might be waiting for 
shipment to Neweastle. More than that, they 
eee pay for having ballast put into the ships 
vn ay 4 ain for having that ballast taken 
rt ow, I want to know if this inot interfer- 

ng more than it is to say, ‘‘ We must ask you to 
somply with the regulations which we feel it 
easonable to impose on our own people.” 


HUNDREDS OF MURDERS. 


‘ Pap all these instances you will see that the 
thing a pe is ridiculous. There is no such 
is ron @ feared. Our insistance on this clause 
ade aa In itself that there would be no 

woapll enty arising from enforcing it. 

(Cheers,) no reprisals, It is all a pure myth. 
Were instate inally, if reprisals were made ‘and 
effect of b ed upon, it looks tome that the only 
oading a, ene up our practice in the matter of 
would’ din .mManning to the level of the foreigner 
what ié _mniok the death-rate to a quarter of 
this Hest Ps have taken great pains to expose 
last obijecti ully because it is now the only, the 
ripe oe urged against a reform which is 
With ‘Bh option, and which would be fraught 
essing to everybody concerned. We 





are losing men, hundreds of them, ever 
ear, and if we simply say that this load- 
ine elaborated with so much care, and 
already adopted voluntarily by a large num- 
ber of shipowners, is to be on all ships, we 
shall have a death-rate next winter many hun- 
dreds less than we have had during the last 20 
years. This is their last entrenchment, gentle- 
men, and we shall easily carry it and get a law in 
the sense which we require next session, provided 
we can overcome the difficulties to be met with 
in Porliamentary procedure. (Loud cheers.) 
Now, I want to have a load-line perfectly fair, 
and have it painted on every ship, whether the 
owner applies to have it painted or not. At 
present it is optional, but, even so, the owners 
of 2,300 out of 8,930 vessels have applied to 
have the load-line so painted, upon which I 
remark that this number is amply sufficient to 
prove that the load-line is fair and is acceptable 
to honest and good shipowners ; and also that it 
is not sufficient to prevent overloading. (Re- 
newed cheers. ) 
AGITATION URGENTLY NEEDED. 

A short bill, then, I may tell you, will be pre- 
pared between now and Christmas enacting the 
compulsory application of the load - line to all 
ships, and with suitable penalties for non- 
ae, sco (Hear, hear.) We shall then have 
to choose our man to take charge of it, and we 
shall have to take the usual course at the opening 
of a session to ballot or ratte for the chance of get- 
ting a suitable day before or after Easter. Failing 
that, the member who has charge of the measure 
must lie in wait for an evening that would other- 
wise be a count-out, or would rise early. And 
failing that, we must secure time somehow or 
other, by the effect of petitions to the House or 
memorials to the leader of the House to make 
time, or by such other means as shall then be 
determined upon. Iam of opinion that it will 
be found that the resources of civilisation are not 
even then exhausted on the subject. (Cheers. ) 

Wuo ARE OvR SEAMEN ? 

Now, who are they for whom I ask your help? 
If you had been at sea as much asl have you 
would have seen in times of danger or in storm, 
men, strong and brave, climbing to altitudes 
that would make you dizzy to look at, and that 
you could not attain to if you tried, and if you 
did succeed you would be of no use when you got 
there. They are working indefatigably and 
bravely to sail the vessel through the difficult 
circumstances in which she is placed. And 
who are the people who belong to the sea- 
men at home? Well, I havestoodat Shieldsin a 
small cottage and talked to a man about his son 
who happened to have been drowned, and I was 
interrupted by sobs which came from a woman in 
a corner of the room whom [ had notseen. She 
said, ‘‘ Joe was the best of the lot.” In another 
cottage [saw two women who were lying in one 
bed—a mother and a daughter. The daughter 
was the widow of a man who had just been 
drowned. They were in a state offever, but they 
had nothing but words of kindness for the man 
that was gone, and very shortly after I was there 
the bed was only wanted for one of them. I want 
you to feel that the relatives of these people have 
hearts like we have ; that they feel the loss of 
loved ones as we do; that they mourn as we do; 
and I want to enlist your sympathy for them. 
(Cheers. ) 

SEAMEN INVALUABLE. 


For the sake of humanity alone we ought tosave 
these men, but humanity alone is not the only 
reason that should prompt our effort. They are 
indispensable for the welfare of the State. Do 
you eversit down to a meal without partaking of 
something which they have assisted to bring from 
the ends of the earth? There is scarcely a single 
meal that you can sit down to but you are in- 
debted to our sailors for something. There is 
meat from Australia, wheat from India and 
Canada, sugar from the West Indies, tea from 
China and India, coffee from Ceylon—and so I 
might goon. But it is not only on the ground 
of their utility that they would amply justify any 
efforts on their behalf. Nor is it on the ground of 
humanity only. I feel for those brave men whose 
lives are as precious as your own or my own, who 
sail from the ports with hopes and purposes and 
anticipations as real and as full as any which 
animate your hearts now. If we give them sound 
ships to stana upon, and see that those ships 
are fairly loaded and adequately manned, their 
stout hearts and strong arms will do the rest. 
(Loud applause.) But I plead not for them alone. 


For THE WIDOWS AND FATHERLESS. 
I plead in the name of the widows and children 


who exist in hundreds and thousands in the 
neighbourhood of every port in England, and who 














have been bereft of the bread-winners of the 
a not by disease, not by old , but their 
lives have been sacrificed to the cupidity of ~ 
owners whose interest in theie ships is frequently 
that which would prompt them to wish those 
ships may never come back to port. Nor do I 
plead for the sailors and the widows and chil- 
dren alone. Have you ever considered that the 
life of a woman who is married to a sailor is 
one long scene of apprehension from the wedding 
day till death parts them? The wives of 
our sailors know full well about these practices 
of overloading and of over-insuring, and of the 
other abominations that characterise this 
branch of English commerce, and when they re- 
ceive their husband home from a voyage, it is 
often with a feeling analogous to that with which 
a wife would receive someone back from the dead. 
Their lives are passed in perpetual gloom, a 
gloom of apprehension which knows no abate- 
ment and which knows no change, except the 
change from the numbed feeling of insecurity to 
the terrified apprehension which is awakened ly 
the howlings of the storm. (Cheers.) The eviis 
of our present system are not limited to the case 
where men are drowned,to the case of women made 
widows or to the case of the children made 
fatherless. If we except the great ocean lines; 
the evil extends to the wives of all the seamen. 
They know when the wind is loud and the storm 
beats. The imagination of these poor women 
follow their husbands, and they see them, as it 
were,in the peril of their position. 


NEEDLESS PERILS OF THE DEEP. 


I have no friends who spend their lives on the 
sea, but I confess to you that when a storm of 
unusual force is raging—bear in mind that we 
have no weather in these latitudes which is 
responsible for the loss of a well-manned and 
fairly-loaded ship—knowing that there are so 
many deeply overloaded ships with scarcely half 
the men on board that they ought to have, I 
know that they will be struggling, I seem almost 
to see them, and I have left my bed as I have 
also left the church while the sermon was going 
on, and while the wind was howling outside, in 
my anxiety about these men. It is at times like 
these that you may imagine you seea vessel 15 
feet in the water and 17 inches out of the water. 
What is she to do? I can see her, as it were, 
overwhelmed with the water, and my feelings 
then find expression in the words of Byron— 


Then rose from sky to sky the wild farewell, 

Now shrieked the timid and stood still the brave, 
And some leap’d overboard with dreadful yell, 

As eager to anticipate their grave ; 
And the sea yawns around her like a hell, 

And down she sucks with her the whirling wave, 
As one who struggles with his enemy, 

And seeks to strangle him before he die. 


And first one universal shriek there rushed 
Louder than the loud ocean, like the crash 
Of echoing thunder, and then all is hushed, 
Save the wild wind and the remorseless dash 
Of billows ; but at intervals there gushed, 
Accompanied by a convulsive splash, 
A solitary shriek, the bubbling cry 
Of some strong swimmer in his agony. 


If a storm while it 1s raging, and which I know 
will work such havoc, so ‘Giacuhes me, what 
must it be to the poor woman, who has little 
children in her arms, and who knows that her 
husband and the father of her children is strug- 
gling with the storm, absolutely without a 
chance, in many cases, of saving himself ; abso- 
lutely no chance against the fury of the ele- 
ments? But these same men with fair play would 
be able to pull through it and come back home in 
safety. 


Witt You HELP? 


Now, will you help to put this right? Will you 
help to try to give these men a better chance of 
life? Have youany ambition to share with me 
the ineffable happiness of lifting from the sailor’s 
wife’s home this dark cloud? Itis possible to us 
by a careful and thoughtful consideration of the 
various aspects of this large subject, and by a 
prudent legislation upon them, to so alter the 
state of things that there may be as 
much difference in the condition of these 
homes in the near future as there was 
between the homes of the — and 
those of the Israelites when upon the doors and 
the lintels the blood of the Passover was sprinkled 
on that dread night when the Angel of Death 
went through the land, and when he claimed a 
victim in every home where that blood was not 
found. (Cheers.) Legislation can work a change 
like that on the future of these poor women and 
that of their husbands who, if they had beneath 
their feet a good sound ship, fairly loaded and 
properly manned, would trust to theirown courage 
cad strength and skill to do the rest. 
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DELIVERANCE AT. HAND. 

One thing! feel confident of : Elijah, when he sat 
with ‘his face between his knees” on the bare 
ground, near the summit of Carmel, when his 
servant returned the seventh time, and told him 
of the little cloud no bigger than a man’s hand, 
was not more surein his soul that the blessed and 
beneficent rain was fast approaching than I am 
now that the day of the sailor’s deliverance is 
nigh at hand. I offer you a share of the ineffable 
happiness of bringing about this better state of 
things. You shall prove your title to it by 
getting up the petitions and memorials at a 
time which shall be decided upon. There is 
no doubt of how members of Parliament will 
vote on the subject if we can only bring the 
issue before them, for there is greater kindness 
abroad now in the nation as a whole than there 
was 30 years ago towards the vast host of those 
whose lot it is to labour and to get their bread by 
the sweat of their brow ; and there are coor 
any left in England of that vast party which 
then resisted change simply as change, and with- 
out considering the state of things to bechanged or 
the merits of the proposed alteration. That party 
has nearly died out. These things altogether 
give me hope that we shall succeed in ——k 
the requirements of the mercantile marine wel 
before the House of Commons, and I feel sure that 
on all occasions where divisions are challenged 
the side of right and justice will prevail. (Loud 
and prolonged applause. ) 

Captain Cawley, as_ the senior officer in 
connection with tue Majesty’s Royal Naval 
Reserve, endorsed in the fullest manner the 
sentiments expressed at the meeting. He pro- 
posed a vote of thanks to the chairman and the 
speakers. 

This was seconded by Mr. Wilson, and carried 
amidst enthusiastic applause. The proceedings 
then terminated. 


Mr. PLIMSOLU RIGHT. 

Mr. and Mrs. Plimsoll, on Thursday, occupied 
seats on the platform. A letter was read from Sir 
E. J. Reed, M.P., expressing regret that the state 
of his health rendered him unable to take part in 
public meetings. He enclosed a cheque for £5, with 
— of further contribution if wanted. Mr. 

limsoll gave a short historical retrospect 
of the deck-loading question, and exhibited 
photographs taken in the Channel ports last week, 
shewing deck cargoes of timber piled almost as 
high as the bridge. Photographs, he said, could 
not lie, whereas shipowners could. Had those 
ships been out last Sunday they would have gone 
to the bottom. He went on to read instances of 
suffering at sea, and quite broke down in the 
recital. A resolution was passed thanking Mr. 
Plimsoll, endorsing his opinions on deck-loading, 
and declaring Mr. Scrutton wrong. 


THE WIDOWS AND ORPHANS’ FUND. 


Mr. Garvie (Tidal Basin) proposed, and Mr. 
Yates (Bristol) seconded, that the Congress, after 
hearing Mr. Evan’s paper on the question of a 
pension fund for the widows and orphans, in- 
struct the executive committee to draw up a 
scheme in accordance with the suggestions set 
forth. (Applause.) 

This was carried unanimously. 

Mr. John Rocket (Goole) took his seat as a dele- 
gate from that town, in place of Mr. Dunn, who 
was not accepted by the Congress. 

i PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 

Mr. Errington (Newcastle) moved, and Mr. 
Harries (Wallsend) seconded, the following reso- 
lution :— 

That we, the representatives of the National 
Amalgamated Sailor's and Firemen’s Union are of 
opinion that the true interests of the British seamen 
can best be represented in Parliament by men of 
pe own class, and we urge the formation of a fund 

or such representation. (Applause.) 


. The Chairman stated that until working men 
had working men’s representatives in ety, Sons 
of Commons their true interests were constantly 
overlooked by Parliament. The sooner seamen 
had one, two, or three of their own men in the 
House of Commons the sooner would it be im- 
—— for shipowners to do such work as Mr. 
limsoll had exposed that morning. (Loud ap- 
plause. ) 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 
BRISTOL GAS-WORKERS’ STRIKE. 
Mr. Fysh (London) moved a resolution express- 
ing the active sympathy of the Congress with the 
Bestel men on strike, and that £10 be granted 
them. 
Mr. J. J. Robinson seconded, and the resolution 
‘was carried unanimously. 
Mr. Begg (Hull) suggested that a collection 
should be made at once, and this was done, the 


BARRY PILOTAGE. 


Mr. McKendrick (Dundee) moved the following 
resolution :— 


That the delegates of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union in conference assembled (representing 65,000 
seamen and firemen of the United Kingdom and Ire- 
land) hereby strongly and most emphatically protest 
against the action of the Barry Pilotage Board in 
making rates of pilotage which must prove unre- 
munerative to the pilots licensed by them, and tend 
materially to the inefficiency of the service, conse- 
quently increasing the risk to the lives of seafarers 
when entering and leaving Barry Dock. And we 
hereby most respectfully ask them to reconsider the 
rate of payment they have adopted and so increase 
it as to ensure a thoroughly efficient and contented 
pilotage at their dock. Further, that the foregoing 
— be sent to the secretary of the Barry 
ock. 


Mr. McKendrick urged that every assistance 
should be given the pilots who were risking their 
lives every day and every hour for seamen. 

Mr. Bennett (King’s Lynn) seconded the reso- 
lution, which was carried unanimously. 


PROPOSED MARINE BOARD FOR CARDIFF. 


Mr. Begg (Hull) moved the following resolu- 
tion :— 

That this conference is of opinion that the time has 
arrived when a local marine board should be estab- 
lished at Cardiff. 

Mr. C. Lind (Liverpool) seconded the resolu- 
tion, which was carried unanimously. 


THE CONGRESS PHOTOGRAPHED. 


It was decided that the members of the con- 
gress be photographed, and that Mr. and Mrs. 
Plimsoll be asked to join the group, the photo- 
graphs to be sold for the purpose of helping the 
nucleus of the newfund for the widows and 
orphans. The work was entrusted to Messrs. 
Goldie Bros., 66, Queen-street, Cardiff, by whose 
permission we reproduce the portraits together 
with those of Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. 
Johns, and the Editor of SEAFARING. 


Proposed Uniform Rate of Wages. 


The Chairman said that one aim of the Union 
had been to make wages uniform throughout the 
kingdom. 

Mr. Begg (Hull), considered that, so far as his 
district was concerned, they had not suflicient 
organisation as yet to insist upon a uniform rate. 
They were gradually getting up, but it could not 
all be done at once. ; 

Mr. Elger (South Shields) thought they should 
have auniform rate for the whole country. He 
had been sent to the congress with instructions to 
support  anwwerge | of wage-rate. 

fr. McKevert (Bootle), endorsed the remarks of 
the previous speaker. 

Mr. Nicholson (Liverpool) said it would be a 
matter of impossibility to establish a uniform 
wage-rate at a place like Liverpool at the present 
time. 

Mr. Farquharson (Aberdeen) remarked that 
they had obtained an advance in some classes of 
boats without any disturbance, but they were not 
in a position to enforce auniform wage-rate until 
they got stronger organisation. 

Mr. Skinner (Leith) proposed that the various 
branches should fix upon a rate to suit them until 
the next annual general meeting. 

A Glasgow delegate seconded. 

Mr. Shepherd (Birkenhead) thought it would be 
amistake to enforce a uniform rate at present in 
Liverpool without more thorough organisation. 

Mr. M‘Kendrick (Dundee) hada knowledge of 
every port in the kingdom, and knew it was simply 
impossible to have a uniform rate at the present 
time. 

Mr. Henry Mills (Gravesend) referred particu- 
larly to boatswains, and said the rate suggested 
by the Union was £4 15s., whereas he know of 
men getting £9 to £10 per month. Was it likely 
such men would join the union if such a rate were 
adopted ? 

r. Walsh (London) was strongly in favour of 
uniform wages. Captains were now shipping at 
high rate ports and then directly they reached a 
low rate port the discharged their men or reduced 
their wages. 

Mr. Bennett (King’s Lynn) said the wagesin 
the North-eastern ports were always higher than 
they were to the south of Flamborough Head. 
Mr. Crawley (London) thought their best ‘plan 
— be to exclude certain occupations from the 
scale. 
Mr. Marshall (Shields) contended that organi- 
sation would lead to improved wages and uni- 
formity. 
Mr. Brooks (Cardiff) said it was impossible to 
do anything so far as Cardiff was concerned. 
They did not think wages could be raised at 





sum of £2 0s, 34d. being contributed. 


Cardiff just now. His branch was quite satisfied 


Mr. Dench (Dublin) pointed out that difficy). 
ties also would arise in Ireland, for there wer 
thousands of men who were ready for a fey 
shillings to come from other places to Dublin, 
The North of England was organised, but Irelanj 
was not. 

Mr. Thompson (Aberdeen) recognised the pro. 
riety of the principle of a uniform scale of wa 
but to say that any port must immediately adoy 
it would be seat he thought. If the Unionma 
at any port agreed, and joined the Executive jy 
bringing about the uniformity, then all well anj 

ood. 
- Mr. Robinson (Middlesborough) moved, anj 
Mr. Garvie seconded an amendment, 


That there shall be a uniform rate of wagy 
througout the kingdom, drawn up by the Executiy 
Committe and the secretaries of districts, and to 
submitted to the members for their vote before being 
acted upon in any place where the minimum rate dog 
not exist. 


On the question being put to the vote they 
were 22 for the amendment and 11 for the origing 
motion. The amendment was declared carried, 


The Legal Position of Seamen. 


The Chairman next brought before the delegaty 
a resolution from the Standing Orders Committ 
as follows :— 


British Seaman under the Merchant Shipping Ag 
and other laws, this conference urges upon the ki 
ecutive and Parliamentary Committee of the Trad 
Union Congress to take immediate action in gettin) 
them placed ona footing of equality with Briti 
subjects on land. 
Mr. Skinner (Leith) moved the resolution, 
said something should be done to prevent uncert 
fied seamen being shipped in Mercantile Mari 
vessels. 
Mr. McKevert (Bootle) seconded. 
Mr. Begg (Hull) supported, and contended th 
they should insist that a ship should carry,1 
only certificated seamen, but a sufficient numk 
of hands, for the law did not say anything, eith 
as to the number or the quality of the men. 
Mr. Garvie (Tidal Basin) remarked that the 
should be an Employers’ Liability Act for seam 
as well as landsmen. 
The Chairman indicated other necessary 
forms. Under the Merchant Shipping Acts 
men could be sent to prison for refusing to 
orders, though these orders might entail unnes 
sary peril to life. A miner or a quarryman ¥ 
subject to no such a and they she 
be removed from the sailor—(cheers)—alwg 
excepting of course, cases of mutiny. (He 
hear. ) 
The resolution was then put to the meeting# 
carried unanimously. 

The half-yearly report of the Executive ¥ 
submitted, discussed, and adopted. 


Mr. Broadhurst Advises. 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P., then addre 
the Congress, being received with prolog 
cheers. With regard to the subject under debi 
he was sure they would not value his opi 
upon it if expressed at a moment’s notice, 
without having heard all the reasons for 
against any particular line of policy on 
subject. After a moment’s discussion with 
old friend Mr. Thompson, of Abert 
he saw there were many difficulties 
the case of seamen following out the } 
adopted by all the great trades of the ls 
Taking his own trade for instance, that. of & 
mason, in London they had one rate of wage 
one set of rules. In Cardiff they had ¢ 
Cardiff arranged its own conditions as to 
ing hours, wages, and other matters. When 
had framed what they thought was most sul 
to themselves they applied to the whole so 
in England, Wales, and other places to? 
them the authority to demand these ¢ 
ditions from their employers. If the 
society believed that Cardiff had done 4 
thing, and their demands were reas0l 
then the whole resources of the Union in 

art was placed at the disposal of the 
rea to obtain these conditions—by for 
necessary. (Cheers.) That, of course, ap 
every town and district throughout the 
Kingdom. Cardiff returned the complimel 
other places. They only had one_ bat 
account. Cardiff hed none, although it 
an enormous Trades Union district, but it 

reat sums of money every fortnight t0 
on. It was all banked in the 

of the executive, and was under thelt ' 
trol. Yet Cardiff had complete control 
its own local affairs. That was the great! 
of the strength of their great amalgt! 
trades unions. It arose from the fact that 





at present. 


locality had a great power of local self-#° 


In view of the very unsatisfactory position of th 
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ment and of adapting local circumstances to suit 
its own wants and requirements. They had an 
absolute and perfect system of Home Rule. 
(Hear, _ hear.) Naturally, the condition of 
things in Cardiff would not suit Bristol, or 
Liverpool, or Manchester, and the condition of 
things in Plymouth would not suit the local 
needs in Leeds and Bradford. He could not say 
how far this might be suitable to the Seamen’s 
Union. He was not sufficiently acquainted with 
details to apply that sort of system to the sea- 
men’s industry. From what Mr. Thompson told 
him there might be difficulties in the way. But, 
perhaps, by greater discussion these might be re- 
moved. Atany rate, he wished to impress upon 
them the necessity of 
UPHOLDING THE EXECUTIVE, 
who knew no special local interest. The 
executive must always consider the interests of 
the whole body as opposed to those of any par- 
ticular locality. He once had to investigate a 
strike in Somerset, and the men in the locality 
threatened to throw him into the quarry 
owing to the distasteful nature of the conditions 
imposed by the executive. He begged them to 
remember that in a great society there must 
always be decisions arrived at which appeared to 
sections to be entirely unjust to them, but in the 
long run they would find how right and ate go 
that decision had been. (Applause.) He wished to 
draw their attention to the fact that the Trades 
Union Congressat Dundee appointed Mr. Wilson as 
a member of the executive authority of the great 
labour Parliament ofGreat Britain. Thatwasacom- 
liment that had never been paid before in the 
history of the Congress to a young Union. It 
was purely the signification that the great 
amalgamated trades of the United Kingdom were 
earnest in the desire to assist and encourage the 
seamen in every possible way in the great move- 
ment they had initiated, (Applause.) Their 
secretary represented the executive government 
of the whole of the trades, and he would 
have to devote some time to learning the 
wants of the other trades. He had to be- 
come a great labour politician and statesman, 
and any sacrifice he might make in that 
direction would be amply compensated by the 
position attained by their Union. (Cheers.) Let 
them see to it that the seamen should manage 
their own affairs. (Applause.) They might make 
misiakes sometimes. They had all passed through 
riods of darkness. Although they might have 
iver to the right and left they had come 
straight again at the end. (Applause.) He 
wanted seamen to keep their own affairs in 
theirown hands, under the management of their 
own body and their fellow workmen. Let 
them see to it that no mere theorists, or mere 
adventurers, ever crept up by steady degrees 
into positions of authority and _ influence 
in their body. Never mind how difficult it might 
be, they should express their ideas in their own 
age, and it would be more genuine and more 
effective for themselves and their fellow workmen. 
(Loud cheers. ) 


GIFT BY THE MARQUIS OF BUTE. 
_ Several men were fined 1s. for being late, and 
it was remarked that these were the first contri- 
butions to the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. 
The Chairman: No, the first contribution is 
that of the Marquis of Bute of £30, 
Three cheers were given for the Marquis. 


Conference with Lord Brassey. 


In compliance with the desire expressed by Lord 
Brassey, the district secretaries attending the 
congress met his lordship in the Park Hotel, and 
had a general conversation with him on questions 
affecting the welfare of sailors and requiring 
attention. Hislordship, at the conclusion of the 
Interview, stated that whatever assistance he 
a be required to give he would be happy to 

nder. 





Dinner with a Dean. 


_In the evening a complimentary banquet was 
given at the Park Hotel to the delegates and 
secretaries attending the congress, by the Cardiff 
ranch of the Union. The Mayor (Alderman 
‘avid Jones) presided, supported by, amongst 
others, the Dean of Llandaff, Mr.. J. H. Wilson 
nl J. Gardner (secretary of the Cardiff 
aga Mr. De Vere Hunt, Mr. S. Plimsoll, 
r. R. Williams, Mr. J. Hooson, Mr. John 
(Wyndham Arcade Hotel), Messrs. Walsh, 
icholson, Darby, and the rest of the secretaries 
and delegates. 
moeepying seats at one end of the room were 
ts. Plimsoll, Mrs. Johns, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs, 
alsh, and Mrs. Gardner. 
wan Dean of Llandaff, responding to the toast 
€ Bishop and Clergy and Ministers, said in 





the amalgamation of firemen and sailors, brought 
about by their Union, fire and water had sworn 
eternal friendship. (Laughter and applause.) 
It was a very serious matter to strike, 
but sailors who had been weak in_ isola- 
tion would be strong united. (Applause.) They 
could make their voices heard when they made 
it the voice of the multitude the voice of 
many waters. (Hear, hear.) It was possible, 
however, even for combinations to be weak when 
they, in their turn, became unwise and selfish.” 
(Applause.) He ventured to look forward to 
the time when there would be a combination 
larger even than that between seamen and firemen, 
a combination in which they would see united in 
one holy bond seamen and shipowners. (Hear, 
hear.) That day would come, and when it came 
it would be an earnest of the great coming of that 
better day when all should be one—when there 
would be one King all over the earth, and his 
name Emmanuel. (Applause.) He would ask 
God speed upon their work, and he trusted 
they would not forget Cardiff in the happy 
memories of the t. (Loud cheers.) 

The Mayor of Cardiff next gave the toast of the 
‘*Sailors and Firemen’s Union,” and in so doing 
said among the many duties devolving upon him 
in his capacity as mayor, there were none that 
gave him greater pleasure than that of presenting 
medals and testimonials to sailors who had 
saved the lives of their fellow creatures at sea. 
(Loud applause.) Perhaps the most publicly 
honoured man of that kind was Captain Murrell, 
but the self-denial and devotion he shewed in 
rescuing the 700 passengers of the Danmark did 
not excel that often shewn by sailors. (Loud 
applause.) There was not a man among the 
sailors before him, he believed, who was not pre- 
pared to risk his life to save that of his fellow 
creature. (Loud applause.) He wished he could 
say the same of their moral courage, but he hoped 
even in that they were improving. (Applause.) 
Moral courage to resist temptation when they 
eame ashore was the one thing needed to make 
Jack a better man. (Loud applause.) They 
wanted to behave with great care if their society 
was to be strong and efficient enough to remove 
the 

MANY GRIEVANCES 

which the public sentiment of the country freely 
allowed they laboured under. They had diffi- 
culties to contend with, but they were not 
greater than those encountered and overcome by 
other trade societies, and he had no doubt that 
continued and steady effort on their part would 
achieve the same result. He was there as one 
who had risen from the bench and used the jack 
saw and chisel. (Loud and prolonged cheers.) 
They must stick to each other like leeches. (Ap- 
plause.) Don’t let them allow anything to separate 
them. (Hear, hear.) Let them take care that 
in demanding their rights they did not inflict in- 
jury upon the rights of others. If they kept 
that in view they could not fail to be a success, 
(Loud cheers. ) 

Mr. J. H. Wiison (general secretary of the 
Union) replied. There was one thing he would 
like to impress upon the delegates. They must 
not, when their organisation was perfected, do 
anything to infringe upon the rights of their 
employers. _(Applause.) Their employers had 
rights as well as themselves, and he believed if 
they respected the rights of their gt ees they 
would not be neglecting theirown. (Loud ap- 
plause. ) 

Mr. Wilson afterwards proposed ‘‘The Health 
of the Mayor and Corporation,” the compliment 
being acknowledged by the Chairman and Coun- 
eillor Joseph Henry Jones, each of whom were 
accorded a hearty reception. 

Mr. Walsh (London) then gave ‘*‘ Our Absent 
Friends at Sea,” a toast which was accorded 
musical honours, the assembled company joining 
right heartily in the song, ‘‘ A Life on the Ocean 
Wave,” accompanied by the band. 

Mr. Darby (Glasgow) replied to what in his 
humble estimation was the toast of the evening, 
his remarks being loudly cheered.—Mr. Thompson 
followed with ‘‘Our Cardiff Friends.” — Mr. 
Gardner (secretary of the Cardiff branch of the 
society) responded, incidentally mentioning that 
in the leading Welsh ports of Cardiff, Newport, 
and Swansea, the Union now numbered 8,000 
members.—Mr. Brown (solicitor to the Union), 
proposed ‘*The Ladies,” and the Mayor having 
responded, the company dispersed. 





On Friday the Congress was resumed. 
THE BARRY PILOTAGE QUESTION. 

The Chairman first read the following resolu- 
tion, which had been framed and put forward for 
their approval :— 

We, the delegates of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 





Union, hereby request representation on the Pilotage 
Board at Barry. We consider we are justly entitled 
to the same as a protection to the lives of sea- 
men, and we earnestly pray that you consider this re- 
quest and grant us representation immediately, 


The resolution was carried. ti 


THANKS TO THE MAYOR. 

The Chairman then suggested that a.vote of 
thanks should be accorded the Mayor and Gor- 
poration of Cardiff for the hearty reception 
accorded to the first congress of seamen that had 
been held. 

Mr. Errington (Newcastle) then formally 
moved the proposed vote of thanks, which was 
seconded by Mr. Taylor (Glasgow). 

The Chairman, in putting the resolution, said 
the Mayor never forgot that he was a worki 
man, and that working men were his friends a: 
brothers. (Applause.) 

The resolution was carried with cheers. 


The Provision Seale. 


The Chairman announced that the committee 
had gone through the scales of Erovessnnaiand the 
had selected one from the Middlesbrough brane 
to recommend tothem. They were at liberty to 
have them all read, but he would suggest that he 
read only the Middlesbrough scale. He then pro- 
ceeded to read the scale. 

Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Mills (Gravesend), and Mr. 
Garvey complained that the scale was inadequate. 

The Chairman thought the best course would be 
to depute to the Executive Committee the draw- 
ing up of a scale which could be submitted to the 
various branches for approval. 

Mr. McKevert (Bootle) proposed that the whole 
of the scales be read, and this, after some dis- 
cussion, was done. 

Mr. Wilson (general secretary) was of opinion 
it was not a question for parliamentary inter- 
ference—(hear, hear)—much as he regretted the 
shameful way in which men were fed at the present 
day. They could frame a scale of provisions, and 
afterwards their men could say when they came 
to sign articles, ‘‘ There is our scale of’ provisions, 
captain. Clap them on the articles over the 
Board of Trade scale, and we will sign in your 
ship. If you don’t do that you can get some 
‘seabs.’” (Applause. ) 

After further discussion it was agreed, on the 
motion of Mr. Robinson (Middlesbrough), to leave 
the matter for the consideration of the executive 
ee Pps 

Mr. Garvie proposed, and it was agreed, 

That when _" cite "of the provisions has been 
agreed upon the Union will take means to enforce 
that scale whenever possible, without waiting forany 
action on the part of Parliament. 


THE CENTRAL OFFICES. 


Mr. Jenkins (Cardift) proposed and Mr. Fysh 
(London) seconded a resolution approving the 
recommendations of the Rules Committee that 
the central office be removed to London by the 
Ist of July. 

Mr. J. R. Harrison proposed, and Mr. McKevert 
seconded, that the offices be at Liverpool. 

Mr. Robinson (Middlesbrough) moaned that 
the offices remain where they were for the next 
12 months, seeing that they had spent so much 
money there. 

A prolonged discussion ensued, and eventually 
the proposal to remove to London was carried by 
a large majority. 

REVISION OF RULES.—CASHING ADVANCE. 

NOTES. - 

The Congress then proceeded to consider_ the 
rules as drawn up by the Revision of Rules Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Fysh (London) proposed the elimination of 
clause 3, rule 1, which empowers branches to cash 
members’ advance notes. This practice had, he 
said, lost them money in the past, and he asked 
them to seriously consider how they voted on the 


rule. 

Mr. Crawley (London) seconded the propeienge 
which was opposed by Mr. Robinson ( iddles- 
brough) and Mr. McKevert (North Shields). .. 
Rai Fysh then withdrew his motion, amidst 
cheers. 

Mr. Wilson (general secretary) admitted that 
the question was full of difficulties. A number of 
men had joined the Union not because they 
wanted to be Union men, but for the convenience 
of getting their notes cashed. ‘They had there- 
fore empowered the executive to suspend the rule 
whenever they found branehes were losing money. 
( Applause.) eral c 

ule 1, clause 4, it was proposed. to alter so as 
to make it read as follows :— 


To endeavour to obtain reasonable hours of duty? 
maintain fair rates of wages, and promote Parliamen- 
tury representation of the seafaring class. . 


In the course of a discussion which ensued, 
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Mr. McKevert expressed his warm approval of 
the proposal to secure direct representation of 
seamen in Parliament by the establishment of a 
maintenance fund. 

The revised rule was adopted. 

LIFE-SAVING JACKET. 

Mr. Septimus Bickley, of Cardiff, said the long 
list of fatalities at sea had led him to invent a 
life-saving jacket. He then went on to givea 
detailed » Rewer 0 of his invention, claiming 
for it that it combined all the qualities of safety, 
buoyancy, and comfort. It could be worn 
aboard ship, both aloft and below, without the 
slightest inconvenience. In shape it was like a 
vest, or jersey, possessed great floating powers, 
and was practically indestructible. When made 
of flannel or lined with woollen material it consti- 
tuted a confortable overcoat. In weight it was 
only about 24.ounces. 





THE BRISTOL STRIKE. 


On Saturday a letter was read from Mr. R- 
Westlake, who wrote on behalf of the National 
Union of Gasworkers and General Labourers of 
Great Britain and Ireland (Bristol district), send- 
ing a — for £2 0s. 34d., with many thanks, 
for the help sent by the congress in aid of the 
strike of gas stokers at Bristol. He was happy 
to inform the congress that they had won a 
complete victory, satisfactory to everybody con- 
cerned. 

A FUNERAL. 

The Chairman read a paragraph descriptive of 
the funeral of James Barling. 31, fireman, of 
Cardiff, who was buried on Wednesday at South 
Shields. He was a member of the Cardiff Union, 
and the members of the South Shields Branch 
attended the ceremony. The flag of the Union 
had been used as a pall, and the bearers of the 
coffin were naval reserve men. No minister being 
present, the secretary of the branch had offi- 
ciated, and an address had been delivered by Mr. 
Mansel, secretary of the Newcastle Branch. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The Congress then proceeded to the election of 
officers. 

The Chairman proposed that Mr. Samuel Plim- 
soll be President of the Union. 

Mr. Fowler seconded, and the proposition was 
carried, and all the members of Congress rose to 
their feet and gave three hearty cheers for Mr. 
Plimsoll. 

Mr. F. W. Evans was elected vice-president. 

The Chairman stated that Mr. J. H. Wilson, 
their able and hard-working general secretary, 
did not retire annually, his appointment being 
held by the will of the whole of the members. 
He thought, however, as a compliment, that 
Mr. Wilson should be confirmed in his office. 
(Applause. ) 

r. Tizzard (Southampton) proposed, and Mr. 
Yates (Bristol) seconded, that Mr. Wilson be con- 
firmed in his office. 

On being put to the vote, the proposition was 
agreed to amidst loud cheering. 


THE NEw EXECUTIVE. 
The following were elected by ballot for the 
— Committee for the various dis- 
cts :— 


PF so 1 Sees Dandos, rea aaah, 
ontrose, Burntislan rangemouth, and Bo’ness— 
Mr. Edward Cowie (Leith). P 4 

No, 2 District : Glasgow, Greenock, Port: Glas- 
me Ardrossan, an eith—Messrs, Skinner 
Gin oe (Glasgow), -and -M‘Quillan 

ow). 

No. 3 District : Maryport, Workington, Barrow-in- 
Furness, Whitehaven, and Fleetwood—Mr. John 
Hunt (Barrow). 

No. 4 District : Birkenhead, Liverpool, and Bootle 
—Messrs. Connorty (Liverpool), Trevelleck (Birken- 
head), and M‘Kevert (Bootle). 

No. 5 District : Cardiff, Newport, Swansea, and 
ea John Jenkins (Cardiff) and Gibbs 

ewport). 

No. 6 District : Blyth, South Shields, North Shields 
Newcastle, Wallsend, Seaham, Sunderland, Hartle- 
pool, and Middlesbrough—Messrs. Robinson (Mid- 
dlesbrough), Errington (Newcastle), and Airson 
Coden). 

0, istrict : Grimsby, Gool — 
— (aul. y. e, and Hull—Mr., 
0. istrict : King’s Lynn, Boston, Y. 
Lowestoft, Ipswich, and Harwich My a tt 
(King’s L a 4 
No. 9 District: London, Tower Hill, Tidal Basin, 


tive committee should hold a paid office in the 
Union. 
Messrs. Matterson (London), and West (Liver- 
pool) were elected auditors. 
Mr. Matterson was unable to serve, and Mr. 
Harrison, of Montrose, was elected auditor in his 
place. 

NEXT PLACE OF MEETING. 
On nominations being received for the next 
place of the congress meeting, only two towns 
were put in nomination—Glasgow and Liverpool. 
On being put to the vote, Glasgow was selected 
by 29 votes to 11. 

PROPOSED RAISING OF CONTRIBUTIONS, 

It was recommended by the Rules Committee 
that an alteration be made in the rules whereb 
one-tenth of the weekly contributions of 5d. 
per weekshould go tothe branch management 
fund. The recommendation was that the contri- 
bution should be raised to 6d. per week, of which 
one-eighth should go to the branch management 
fund. 
This was negatived by a large majority. The 
contributions thus stay as they were. 
LIFE-SAVING EXPERIMENTS. 

At 8.30 on Saturday morning the members of 
the congress at the Cardiff Pier-head witnessed 
experiments by Mr. Septimus Bickley with his 
life-saving apparatus,and great interest was taken 
in them by the members of the congress. 

HELP FOR LONDON STRIKERS. 
Mr. Fysh (London) brought under the notice of 
the congress a strike now in progress at the Silver- 
town Rubber Works. The employés at these 
works, he said, had been getting from 34d. to 44d. 
per hour, and they had to work a fortnight with- 
out getting a reasonable week’s wage. They 
worked a lot of overtime, but they did not want 
that ; they wanted a fair day’s wage for a fair 
day’s work. All the men belonged to’ the 
Labourers’ Union,and the women at theworks be- 
longed to the women’s branch of that Union, but 
they had no funds. He moved, on the recom- 
mendation of the standing orders committee— 

That this conference expresses its hearty sympathy 
with the employés of Silvertown Indiarubber Factory 
Works, London, who are out on strike, and that we 
grant them £10 from the general fund. 

—(Applause. ) 

Mr. Fowler (London), in the absence of Mr. 
Walsh (London), seconded, and 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 

ELIGIBILITY OF TRIMMERS. 

Power was unanimously given to branch secre- 
taries to enrol men going to sea as trimmers, pro- 
vided they were approved of at a branch 
meeting. 

Mr. Fysh (London) suggested that the power 
should ales extend to fishermen. 

The Chairman explained that fishermen were 
considered sailors, and were eligible for member- 
ship. 

RULES. 

A motion made by Mr. Robinson (Middles- 
brough) to the effect that no honorary members 
have power to attend a branch meeting unless 
specially invited, was lost by 19 votes. to 17. 

It was agreed that members of the Union work- 
ing ashore, and having to belong to another 
Union, would be allowed to continue their con- 
nection with the Union on payment of 14d. per 
week, but without benefit, full benefit to be re- 
sumed on returning to sea. 

It was unanimously decided that non-financial 
members should not have the privilege of cashing 
advance votes. 

Votes of thanks to the officers of congress ter- 
minated the proceedings. 
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Green’s Home, Gravesend, Grays, and S 

—Messrs. Fysh (Green’s eng or he 

= —_ |S meced i Basin). 
°, istrict : Londonderr d B —) 

Braithwaite (Belfast). in cposetionees 

(Gon) 11 District: Cork and Dublin—Mr, M‘Grath 


It was resolved that no member of the exécu- 


Crawley (Tower | 


Among the chief objects of this powerful 
| Union are :— 

To obtai': reasonable Hours of Duty, and 
maintain a fair rate of Wages ; 


be on board at the appointed time, and in, 
sober condition, ready for work ; 

To provide assistance in case of Illness 
Accident, and Shipwreck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Olaims 
and Defences. 


Full particulars may be had of any of the 

Secretaries, whose names and addresseg 

are :— 

ABERDEEN.—Jasa. C. Thompson, 58, Ship-row, 

Arproata.—J. Wood, 14, Wharf-st., Montrose, 

Arprossan.—W. Galbraith, 50, Princes-street, 

Barrow-in-FurnEss.—E. Clayton, 21, Hind. 

pool-road. 

Benrast.—R Price, 56, Corporation-street, 

Brrkennweav. —Alexander Shepherd, 12, Taylor. 

street. 

Biytu.—Thos. Hall, Smith’s Buildings. 

Bo’ness.—R. Baxter (agent), Coffee House. 

BristoLt.—J. Fitzpatrick, 48, Prince’s-street, 

BuRNTISLAND. Jas, Moody, 12, Somerville. 

street. 

Carpirr.—John Gardner, Sailors’ Union Inst. 

tute, West Bute-street. 

Cornx.—Michael Austin, 5, Alfred-street. 

Duzirn.—John Dench, 87, Marlboro’-street. 

Dunprr.-~-H. McKendrick, Mariners’ Hall, 48, 
Candle-lane. 

ftretwoop.—J. Donovan, Sailors’ and Fire 
men’s Union, Warren-street. 

Giascow.-—M. E. Darby, 13, James Watt-street, 

Goots,—-W. R. Chappell, 64, Alexandra-street, 

GRays.: ~ J. Wildgoose, 5, Queen-atreet, 

GRAVESEND, -— Gravesend. 

Great Garmgpy and Humser Disrarct.—Wo 

Young, 33a, Cleethorpe-road. 

Great Yarmoutu.—-J. Jacques, George and 

Dragon Hotel, Gorleston. 

Greenock. ——E. Donnelly, 16, East India Breast, 

Grancemoutu.—Chas, C, Byrne, Masonic Hall, 
Grange-street. 

Houn.— Jas. Hill, Unity Hall, Dagger-lane, 
Princess-street. 

Krne’s Lynn.—Wm. Bennett, 14, South-street, 

Lerrn.—R. Smith, Trafalgar Halls, 64, Bernard: 
street. 

Liverroo. (South End).—Wm. Nicholson, 
Malakoff Hall, Cleveland-square. 

Liverroot (North End).—G. Wilson, 116, 
Derby-road. 

Lonpon (Tidal Basin).—T. M. Walsh, opposite 
Shipping Office, Tidal Basin, E. 

Lonpon (Tower Hill).—R. Pleasance, 3, Mint 
Pavement. 

Lonpon (Green’s Home Branch). —T. H. Olatk, 
9, Jeremiah-street, East India-road, E. 

LonponpEerry.—A. O’Hea, 27, William-street, 

Maryport.—John Smith, The Coffee Taver, 
Trish-street. 

Monrtrosz. — John Wood, 14, Wharf-street. 

Mippixssro’.— George Cathey, Robinson! 
Market Hotel, Market-place. 

Newcastiz-on-Tynz.—John Mansell, 6, Bros 
Chare, Quay-side. 

Newrort (Mon.).—John Phillips, 31, Rupert 
street. 

Porr Guiascow.—E. Donnelly, 16, East Indi 

Breast, Greenock. 

Sxanam Hansour.—Richard Raine, Duke @ 
Wellington Hotel, Railway-street, South 

Suretps (South).—D. Clement, Seametl 
National Union Hall, Coronation-street. 

Suretps (North).—George Stewart, 8, Net 
Quay. 

Sournampron.—J. Nash, High-street Chambeth 
80, High-street. 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, Prospect-row, ® 


Shipping Office. 
SwansEa.—R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel, Win! 
street. ; 
West Hanruzroor, — J. Leahy, Russell 
Buildings. 


WuirenaveN.—Peter King, 8, Strand-street 
Worxineron. — Thomas Dobson, 20, Botad 
street. 





To provide for the Safety of Ship’s Work ; 
To provide a good Class of Men, who shall 








WatisenD. — Septimus Johnson, 17, 1 
street, Palmer’s Buildings. 











